Critical Review 


Upon starting this course, I already knew the field that I wanted to go into. My passion for editing stemmed from the work I did at sixth form and college and how it brought attention to it. My editing upon completing this part of my education was basic, with very little thought going into how I went about my edits. This is why I was keen to go to university as I knew this course would allow me to broaden my skills and make me a much more efficient editor. 

I would argue that when comparing my edits, I produced in my first two years at university to the work I did during sixth form and college, there is an apparent shift in styles as well as my work in uni being much more professional. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The first instance of my editing showing development was during the Post Production 1 module. In this module, I decided to adapt my editing style to be more suitable for a specific audience. I chose to do this as it would assist in how I approach my edit as well as being relevant to the project. This was the first instance in my editing where I chose to adapt my editing to suit a particular audience instead of editing in a style that I personally enjoy. 

My editing was further developed in the second year with the Creative Practice 3 module. This module challenged me due to constraints of useable footage and the timescale I was given to edit. Due to a lack of footage I ended up implementing a more creative style of editing, which allowed me to instate a new narrative. This proved to be incredibly beneficial to my progression as an editor as had I not done this, the overall piece would have been poor. This module essentially boosted my confidence as an editor as it proved to me that I had the ability to finish a project to a high standard, even when the variables were not in my favour. 

Upon reviewing my editing, it is apparent that I have an inclination towards certain themes and styles. I prefer a more dramatic style of editing, and so to achieve this I tend to focus on more serious or darker narratives. I would argue that my preferences are in control of myself as an auteur as I veer away from projects that won’t allow me to edit in my preferred style. I have the ability to adapt to different styles of editing but I choose to approach my edits in a style that I am comfortable with. This would leave me to argue that my patterns in editing do control me, but I am able to break from the pattern if I choose to. 

Upon starting this course my ability to research was not of a high standard. This was largely due to how the subjects I had studied before was not research oriented, as all information that we needed was available to us from our studies. This meant that upon arriving at university my research skills were minimal and thus I had to improve upon this skill. 

The first instance of my research skills being challenged was in the Ways of Thinking module. In this module, I decided to discuss a touchy topic, focusing the theme of the piece on racism in film. I focused my research on either proving or disproving my core question of ‘is the film industry racist?’ To answer this question, I had to look at several different angles and find information from several different sources to come to a conclusive answer. This was essential as I wanted to ensure that what I discussed was unbiased and that what I was stating was credible. This module was essential to my development as a student and as a creative practitioner as it gave me insight into just how important 
research is and has ultimately benefited me, by shaping how I approach my research.  

The second year was where my research skills were further challenged, which was apparent in the Entrepreneurship and Creative Research modules. 

Entrepreneurship presented me with a large amount of research, to fuel the pre-production for our given concept. This module at its core was purely centred around research and involved me building upon my initial research and transitioning it into a more coherent final product on a weekly basis. This module was pivotal towards developing my research skills as it forced me to delve deeper into areas of information that would assist in my pitches.  

Creative Research proved to be the most challenging module from this year to research for. This was largely due to how my awareness of sound was limited upon starting this module and so my knowledge of it purely stems from the research I implemented in this module. I had a sense of familiarity with the other modules which made researching for them considerably easier, whereas with this module I was essentially starting from scratch. This module was very beneficial to me as it enabled me to use my research skills to learn a new topic from scratch and to use this information to write an essay. 

This course has allowed me to improve upon my team working skills. This was an essential skill that I needed to develop, largely due to how the industry I am aiming to go into is focused around this. My ability to work in a team prior to this course wasn’t to a high standard, largely due to being unconfident in the areas I was working in, allowing my peers to take charge. This was an area I knew I had to improve and I would argue this course has allowed me to strengthen this. 

The first example of this would be in the Film and Television Production 1 module. In this module, I was tasked with working in a crew, with my responsibilities being with sound. This was my first proper attempt at working on a film crew and proved to be eye opening. This was largely due to working with individuals that I was still quite unfamiliar with and so I had to act professional. My need for professionalism was mainly due to working with actors external to the course but it was also my first professional shoot and I wanted to ensure I did it correctly. My professional approach benefited the shoot greatly and also benefited myself as I now knew the standard expected of me. 

My team working skills were further developed in the second year with the Entrepreneurship and Commercial and Commissioned Film Making modules. 

For Entrepreneurship, we were tasked with building an idea from scratch and to see this idea develop into a pitch for a short film. This task involved me working with mates, and so the workflow was fluent, due in part to the charisma we shared. What I had to adapt to however was doing adequate amounts of work each lecture. This proved difficult at first as I struggled to separate the social aspect from the work one. I realised the full extent of how much work we had to do and so adapted, finding an even mix of the two to allow me to efficiently get the work done. This module helped me stick to deadlines and ensure that I had new content to present every week. 

For Commercial and Commissioned Film Making I was put into a mixed group, a group where not every individual essentially gelled together. This initially proved problematic as there wasn’t clear communication between all the people involved and so there wasn’t an even mix when it came to the work load. This proved to be frustrating as I felt that I was doing a lot of the work whilst others were cruising on the assignment. This frustration proved beneficial however as it forced me to take charge of the situation and organise my peers to get the job done. This module was incredibly beneficial to myself as I developed a very important skill, the skill of organising others. 

My time during university has allowed me to improve on my time management skills. Upon starting at university, I would argue that my approach to deadlines was quite relaxed, where I wasn’t concerned with the timescale and just put out work to finish the task. This was my attitude during sixth form and college. My attitude towards time management shifted drastically upon starting this course as I realised that university was a step above my previous education and so I had to adapt to this. 

A good example of where my time management skills had improved were in the modules that required me to film. Creative Practice 1 was the first instance of proved time management. This was my first attempt at a driven narrative and so I wanted to make sure that what I produced was to a high standard. This involved ensuring that I gave myself enough time to film, to allow myself more time to edit. This proved successful as the I would argue the film was successful aesthetically and this was largely due to the time I spent planning and filming this. 



My time management has proven to be strong throughout the entirety of this course. This is due to never missing a deadline and uploading content of a high standard. If my time management skills were not to the standard that it is, my assignments would suffer, as I would rush them and not give them the attention they required. 

Major Project Stage 1 was a module that benefited greatly from the skills I had developed in the previous years. This assignment benefited massively from my editing, as by ensuring that my visual essay was edited in a smooth and efficient manner, it allowed for the overall piece to communicate my ideas coherently whilst being enjoyable to watch. I wanted to ensure that the editing of this assignment was perfect, as I am aspiring to be an editor. This meant that I spent a great amount of time fine tuning this assignment, ensuring that the tone and flow was to a higher standard. I would argue that this was one my better assignments and clearly presents my skills as an editor.  

To write my Dissertation I had to pool together all of my research skills I had developed throughout my time at university and implement them into this assignment. This module proved to be the most challenging, largely due to its scale. As it was the largest essay I had ever done I had to ensure that the information that I was providing was correct and coherent. This meant researching into several different sources, to ensure my point was backed up. I searched a large quantity of sources to ensure this as I didn’t want to write it without having a clear understanding of what I was discussing. My time at university was pivotal to completing this module as without the skills I had developed I highly doubt I would have been able to write a dissertation to the standard that I did. 

‘Reflective practice is a ‘a dialogue of thinking and doing through which I become skilful’

 This quote from Donald A. Schön truly resonates to my outlook on the course. Throughout my time on this course there has been a clear correlation between the modules and a progression in my skillset. By reflecting on my experiences in all modules I have been able to develop into a more professional individual and become a well-rounded creative practitioner. 

This course has been pivotal in building on my confidence whilst working in a group. This confidence that I have developed during my time on this course will prove essential when it comes to filming my final major project. I intend to be the director of this film and so I need to be confident giving instructions to my cast and crew. Before university I would never have dreamt that I would be directing my own narrative and I have the course to credit for my development as an individual. My confidence will also help me in the long run as I should be able to work as a team in a post-production studio with little issues. 

My development in my research skills will better allow me to find information on certain areas at an efficient rate. This will prove beneficial as if tasked with researching something for my job, I should have no struggles with getting the task done.  

Jack Tandy 
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