What impact did the Suez Crisis have on the balance of power in the Middle East?
Waterways and Straights have always been a point of contention for world powers as their administrators have massive leeway to close them, restrict them to certain nations or even destroy them to prevent hostile forces utilising them during wartime. We see this currently with the Ukrainian attack on the Kerch straight between Crimea and Rostov in October 2022, as well as the British invasion of Gallipoli near the Turkish Dardanelles in World War 1 (WW1). These straights provide connection between entire continents that facilitate trade across the globe, giving the controlling nations immense amounts of power at the negotiating table. For example, should Panama destroy or close their canal, U.S navy groups would have to travel all the way around the southern edge of South America which would make reinforcement of their West Coast bases a lot more tedious and dangerous. 

