ECYW 5005		2218436
Student Information Sheet


This information leaflet offers a guide for students who may be considering a placement at BGC Wales. It provides details relating to BGC Wales’  history, affiliations, mission, values, and vision. It also provides an insight in to the expectations of students on placement, opportunities available and how the organisation can support their learning and development. 
Please visit their website by scanning the QR Code. 
Some QR codes are provided throughout this leaflet so a student can look at further information related to a specific topic. Alternatively, the contact details for BGC Wales are below: 

Telephone:    02920 575 705
Email:	          office@bgcwales

History
For nearly a decade, Boys’, and Girls’ Clubs Wales (BGC Wales, no date), have ‘supported young people’ living in the most ‘disadvantaged communities throughout Wales’. The first Boys’ Club was established in 1922 by a Captain Glynne Jones (BGC Wales, no date). Jones recognised the issues facing young miner boys across the South Wales Valleys and opened clubs for them to access ‘healthier lifestyle opportunities such as sport and exercise, cultural activities’ and to ‘develop discipline and responsibility within their communities’ (BCG. no date). The clubs officially allowed girls to attend in 1991 and was renamed the Boys’ & Girls’ Clubs of Wales in 1998 (BCG, no date).













Affiliations
Today, BGC Wales (2023) is the most progressive youth work organisation in the UK’. Based in Bridgend, a dedicated team of 13 staff provide services and support to young people across 132 member clubs, including ‘27 boxing clubs, 39 football clubs, 34 youth and community clubs, and 32 rugby clubs’ (BCG Wales, 2023). The organisation supports over 9000 young people aged 11 to 25 (BCG Wales, 2023) and over 3500 volunteers across Welsh counties (BCG Wales, no date). 











Why Should a Youth Organisation Become Affiliated with BGC Wales? 

BGC Wales (no date) is a registered charity (1009142) and a member of the Council for Wales Voluntary Youth Services (CWVYS), which enables their influence on current policy. Affiliation with BGC Wales, means that young people throughout member clubs can participate in the numerous sports competitions, events, and programmes offered, both nationally and internationally. Member clubs can benefit from services such as DBS checks, guidance and support on youth work and best practice (BGC Wales, no date). The fee for affiliating with BGC Wales is £30 for a 12-month period (BGC Wales, no date). 











Mission, values and vision
Boys’ and Girls’ Clubs of Wales (BCG Wales, no date) is a ‘national voluntary youth work organisation’ which offers young people ‘new and attractive opportunities by ‘providing a full and varied programme of educational, cultural, sporting, and social activities’.
Mission
Assisting the ‘process of moral, cultural, mental and physical development of young people, to ensure a smooth transition into adult life’ 
(BGC Wales, no date).
Values
(BGC Wales, no date)
Vision

Supporting ‘young people and their changing needs in these challenging times’ by offering safe places, ‘sports, training opportunities and projects to enable them to fulfil their potential’ and to engage in ‘life changing opportunities’
 (BGC Wales, no date).

What is involved? 
Working in Different Settings
BGC Wales work within a variety of different settings, such as community projects, outreach and detached work, and residential work. There are numerous community projects based in different areas, so students can gain an understanding of the differing influences affecting young people, from one area to another. 
Delivering Curriculum Activities and Workshops
Student youth workers can help with the development and delivery of informal activities for young people, across the club network (Educators Wales, no date). This curriculum could include ‘inter club sports or activity competitions, wellbeing workshops, safer internet sessions, football against racism workshops, coding workshops, and the Duke of Edinburgh's Award’ scheme (Educators Wales, no date). 
Adaptability
Engaging in numerous projects across different areas, can provide students with experience, insight, and skills. It can widen their understanding of different issues, cultural differences, and community needs. Being adaptable is crucial because each environment and group of young people will have unique dynamics and require tailored approaches. Being adaptable enables productivity, meaningful engagements with diverse populations and effective responses to the changing needs of young people.















Opportunities 
Sports
Sports plays a huge role within the BGC Community and is viewed as a ‘transformative’ aid which supports the holistic development of young people. BGC Wales, (2023) ‘actively champion’ sports achievements and helps clubs ‘recruit volunteers’ and ‘secure funding’ to further promote and foster sports in all communities. 
 
International Opportunities
BGC Wales (2023, p. 12), in partnership with Taith, offers international exchange programmes for both young people and practitioners. These are valuable opportunities, which create ‘cultural awareness, global perspective, language skills, interpersonal skills, and networking opportunities’ (BGC Wales, 2023, p. 12). 


Youth Forum
Student youth workers can facilitate young people’s engagement in BGC Wales’ Youth Forum. Taking place once a month, it brings young people from across Wales together, to ‘discuss politics, and its impact on their lives and the things they care about’ (BCG Wales, 2023).
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