Assignment 2
This rational will support this resource pack for children in the foundation phase in year two which is the ages of six and seven, it is relating to the Literacy and Numeracy Framework (LNF) (Welsh Government, 2014). The resource pack contains three activities which can develop children’s skills in Numeracy, it will describe what children can learn through the different activities explained. From the LNF the strand that is relating to this resource pack is to develop children’s numerical reasoning by joining and identifying methods and why it is important for children to learn these skills (Welsh Government, 2014). It will give examples of how these activities can be done with the cross-curricular, it will also highlight the different theorists that are relevant to the way that children develop (Mooney, 2013) and how the resource pack helps children gain knowledge in learning practically. These activities are being taught to develop the skills of children’s ability to use and understand equations from working as a group to working solo, by the time the children get to the third activity they can have a greater understanding of solving equations by themselves and also feel confident in what they can work out. From Lin (2015) Vygotsky suggests that children have the ability to learn more effectively in a social environment which will help them to become more confident working by themselves. 
[bookmark: _Hlk3975140]In the resource pack there is a bag of shells which the children can collect themselves if they wish to, if not then the practitioner can provide them for the children who do not want to. It will also have a number spinner labelled one to twelve and it has one dice with symbols on which include plus, minus, multiply and divide, the main resource will be the shells as it is used in all three activities. The first activity is a board game using the shells as counters, where you spin the spinner and move the amount of spaces that the number lands on, if it lands on the red spaces the equation that is on them needs to be answered which then you need to move back to what the answer is. This game can be done in groups and to answer the equations the shells can be used. From the Welsh Government (2014) this activity can help children’s ability to convey their math skills in the classroom through play and it helps children to find the results which they can recognise different steps by completing the mission by using methods and choosing suitable maths. It shows that children can learn how to add and subtract easily while using resources (Welsh Government, 2014).  This activity is important for developing children’s skills in the way they critically think and expand on their ability to use problem solving, it gives the children the opportunity to enhance themselves by communicating. Children learn to be cooperative and well-organised while working in groups (Kocak et al. 2009). This activity relates to Dewey’s ideas of children learning better through others around them, he suggests that when children are put into a social environment their learning skills increase (Mooney, 2013). Dewey also implies that when children involve themselves in activities with other children it makes learning much more exciting (Mooney, 2013).

The second activity will be done in pairs where one child spins the spinner three times then rolls the dice to make an equation and then the other child answers it. This should be done six times for each child to have a go and use the shells to help. From the Welsh Government (2014) this game gives children the ability to identify their knowledge of adding, subtracting, dividing and multiplying confidently without working out. Also with this activity the children are capable of learning the mathematical language by using their own ideas and to be able to read equations to give a reasonable answer. This activity is important for children according to the Welsh Government (2015) so that they are capable of understanding the environment around maths while discovering and developing their mathematical language by talking to their partner. Vygotsky’s theory links to this activity according to Mooney (2013) when a child is learning a new idea, they gain confidence with working with another child on a one to one basis. 
The final activity is to have a piece of paper with three boxes at the top with four shapes underneath each box, you need to spin the spinner to land on a number then write the number in the top box. Roll the dice to make an equation that makes up the number in the top box, roll the dice another three times to make different equations that make the number at the top. Then spin the spinner another two times to make twelve different equations with the symbols, use the shells to help out with that and this will be done individually. The Welsh Government (2014) states that children learn how to add and subtract up to twenty, and multiply and divide up to ten by the end of year two, with this worksheet it is made so that children have the skill to use these through their own understanding of the task from the previous games. The importance of this activity gives children the confidence to work by themselves, it develops children’s math skills by practicing and improving them during all parts of the provision and prolonging it (Welsh Government, 2015).
From Mooney (2013) these activities show that children learn better with a hands-on approach in which Piaget suggests that they understand and develop more widely in their education when they are learning practically, when they see how certain maths work, they are more able to take it in better rather than being told.
These activities can be used with the cross-curricular by children using computers to make their own board game for other children with assistance from the teacher, they can use the computers to write out the individual worksheet for themselves and fill it in on the computer (CCEA, 2019). 
From Estyn (2017) it explains that numeracy is an important factor to understand, by putting together this resource pack for a classroom of year two it makes sure that they know how to use their number facts, in any part of their life not just in a classroom. It shows that when children have maths lessons in the classroom, they use their numeracy skills, but if they want to actually know how to use numeracy, they need to do it in other subjects and content. From CCEA (2019) it also states that when the practitioner teaches mathematics, they draw from real life situations to give the children more of an understanding of how to use their numeracy skills, by doing this the children gain their skills in ‘communication, managing information, think critically, solve problems and make decisions’ (CCEA, 2019).
[bookmark: _GoBack]To conclude this rational it has described what is in the resource pack and the main resource of it to which is related to numeracy for foundation phase in year two (Welsh Government, 2014), it explains the three different activities from working in groups to pairs and then finally working individually. It has defined what strand that the resource pack is related to (Welsh Government, 2014) and how the activity has developed the children’s skills which are linked to numeracy. It has explained why it is important for the children to learn these skills, so that it improves their development in their ongoing education (Welsh Government, 2015). These activities have been done so that it relates to Dewey, Vygotsky and Piaget on their ideas of how children should develop (Mooney 2013).  This rational has given examples of how to bring in the cross-curricular for the games with ICT and the use of Welsh, it has also clarified from Estyn (2017) the importance of using numeracy in maths lessons to the importance of using it in everyday life. This activity can be used for key stage two children but made harder by making the numbers high up to fifty and doing it all by themselves without any help.
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