[bookmark: _Int_OajJY9SG]It is important as practitioners to be able to recognize the signs and symptoms of all the various forms of abuse such as neglect, physical, sexual, emotional abuse. There are many more categories of abuse, however these are the original 4 categories according to the (NSPCC 2022).
As the practitioner in this case study, they would be considering sexual abuse as well as emotional abuse. There may also be an element of physical abuse. This is going by the behaviours that Lucy is showing that are out of the ordinary for her. The emotional abuse element is from where lucy states her daddy told her ‘Not to say anything, it was their secret.’ These are all observations that need to be logged correctly and exactly as observed or said to the practitioner. It would also need to be dated and correctly recorded.  This would be in line with the settings policies and procedures on safeguarding the child in placement. Generally, when a form of abuse is happening emotional abuse will automatically be added to the levels of abuse due to them going hand in hand. 
[bookmark: _Int_Gus1tj9F][bookmark: _Int_GK074ORe][bookmark: _Int_FqY6JiHR]It is imperative that all practitioners are aware of the forms of abuse so that they are able to recognize when a child may be experiencing it. This could go unnoticed if a practitioner is not aware of the abuse signs and symptoms for each category. Everyone who looks after children and young people have a duty of care which is underpinned by the Wales Safeguarding 2019 and the All Wales Child Protection Procedures 2008 and 2011. 
Children should not be questioned when it comes to gaining more information from them about the abuse they experience. The children can be given puppets to reenact what they experience, and this can work well as has been seen in various settings. Children also tend to reenact in the role play areas of settings as it mimics real life and the environment in which they are in at home. These forms of observations would be more accurate although incidental and would be able to hold more solid ground if it were needed to stand up in court as the child would be behaving naturally to them. This means the child would not feel any pressure in performing or backing away from what they would normally do due to being observed and feeling constantly watched, which could make them feel more conscientious and nervous. This would then not reflect accurately what the child’s behaviour is like that is seen by members of staff.
[bookmark: _Int_81KdwEVc]It is important as practitioners to ensure that you only record factual information that the child or young person has said. This would need to then be recorded with a date and time of it being said and logged. If the practitioner adds information to the record, then this would be based on assumption. This could be because they have misinterpreted in their own mind what has been told to them or what they have seen, and this might not always be correct or factual. It also does not hold much weight to support a case if it were to go to court or in the eyes of the law as it would not be factual in real-time recording. This is where policies and procedures come into action to ensure that all protocols and evidence is logged correctly and is then able to be used going forward in legal situations. In the case study for Lucy, the toilet frequency should be logged daily to see how frequently she visits the toilet, this can be a sign of a UTI which can if frequent be caused by sexual abuse. However, it is important to note that this is not always the case and can sometimes be an underlying medical condition. Also, Lucy’s emotional reaction and lack of clothing after going to the toilet is deemed a red flag as something that could be going on further. Writing down exactly what has been seen and heard is important to ensure continuity and evidence in the note taking for this child’s potential case. When filling out a Multi-Agency Referral Form, this must be logged or added to the form for accurate information and evidence holding. This form is easily accessible via the various local authority website (Suffolk County Council).
When abuse is suspected in a setting it is vital that the ppractitioner follows their individual settings, policies, and procedures. These procedures are in place to ensure the safety of everybody involved. In the nursery setting they will have a safeguarding policy for children in placement there will be an individual policy for staff members. In this case study it would be a matter of potentially discussing with parents to allow them to know what is going on. However, it may be deemed safer to not disclose to parents such as dad, whom Lucy says, ‘not to say anything, it was their secret”. This could mean it is safer for a referral to go in and dad not to be notified for Lucys safety and well-being.
The other option is to contact social services prior to putting in a referral. They will recommend the best way to approach parents, although they may deem it serious enough to not tell parents and for social services to deal with the case as a matter of urgency. It is always best to get the advice of social services. Sometimes when parents find out that you have referred without them being made aware they may feel that the trust has become jeopardised as you have gone behind their backs as a practitioner rather than going directly to them. Sometimes parents cannot see that you are trying to protect their child and only doing things in the best interests for their child. 
[bookmark: _Int_GFIL96D2][bookmark: _Int_Nfjlxp3C][bookmark: _Int_XlBVkcmr]As practitioners, we have a duty of care to the child. We have to do what is best for the child to ensure their safety is met at all times. This is paramount. The All Wales Child Protection Procedures (2008) state this throughout the policy. Everyone is accountable for their own actions and decision making. 
[bookmark: _Int_36zJ4PcK][bookmark: _Int_FJ0eSuI4][bookmark: _Int_64ndGywj]It is important to follow legislative frameworks as this is made up of everything that we need to be following and doing to ensure we keep children safe at all times. As childcare providers in nursery settings they follow the National Minimum Standards which lay out all policies and procedures to ensure everyone is safe and that there is a clear procedure where needed to help report and refer. The practitioners will also need to have attended training to the level that they are required to be trained at. This allows the practitioner to know what their role and responsibilities are to the children in there care. The children's act 2004 runs alongside the children's act 1989. They underpin the importance of what is believed to be done in order to safeguard our children. This is something that would need to be followed by practitioners for Lucys case as she would need to be safeguarded. Serious case reviews have been taken over by child practice reviews as this allows them to be more focussed and personalised to the individual rather than on a broad scope. When making a referral it is also important to ensure the General Data Protect Regulation is met. This means that all data on the child is only shared with those that need to see it to keep the child safe. It is not to be shared outside of the circuit of people that are essential in the case. 
Although each nation has a specific child protection system and law system it is important to recognise that they all strive for the same outcome which is the safety of the child. 
The purpose of these legislations and frameworks is to ensure that everyone knows and understands what they need to be doing and what procedures they need to be following to meet the best outcome in the interest of the child. Wales safeguarding procedures
 EVERYONE has a duty of care for all. This is reflected in the Working together 2023 which gives guidance to all practitioners working with children to help protect and promote the children's welfare.
[bookmark: _Int_BFN2mtgX][bookmark: _Int_02ed6QzD]It is important to meet the needs of the child in a holistic manner by working together with other professionals to meet the needs of the individual child. For Lucys case it would be working in partnership with GP’s, Social services and possibly health visitors. In working together, it allows the child to be at the centre of everything especially any decisions that are being made.  Lord Laming believed ‘doing the basic things well keeps children safe’. This is seen time and time again when carrying out procedures and protocols correctly. It is only when there are failings in the system that acts, policies and legislation need to be looked at. 
According to the United Nation Conventions on the Rights of the Child article 34 Sexual Exploitation and Article 19 protection from violence, abuse and neglect are all areas that Lucy would need to be protected from and it would be the practitioner and anyone else involved in the child to have the duty of care to meet the needs of the child by firstly keeping them safe and then to ensure that this treatment does not continue. The UNCRC is the underpinning of what the child’s rights are, it puts the child at the centre of everything which is the most important. Allowing the child to have a voice particularly Article 12 Respect for the views of the child. This is something every person should be aware of and should know. Not only practitioners but various other agencies and parents also. 
In Wales we have various governing bodies, one of which is the Care Inspectorate for Wales. They govern and lay out policies and procedure guidance to help care providers meet the requirements. They also review settings and monitor them to ensure they are meeting specific standards. One of these areas of extreme importance is safeguarding and when inspectors do come out, they always ask questions about this area as it is important for the child to have their wellbeing met at all times.
[bookmark: _Int_MBKI6QjV][bookmark: _Int_oQJeAUZ7]Children’s wellbeing will always be at the centre of everyone's minds. In Lucys case a referral would have gone in as urgent and a discussion directly with social services would be had before a decision to tell parents of the referral happened. This would ensure the safety of the child at all times and ensure their rights and wellbeing are being met at all times. Everything would need to be recorded accurately as over time this can build a bigger picture. This will help with any court proceedings to bring justice to the perpetrator. 
[bookmark: _Int_h3jGGNDb]All of the policies and procedures over all should be for each individual setting and all staff members should be clearly aware of the safeguarding policies and procedures and who the designated safeguard lead is for the setting. This will ensure everything is running in accordance with guidance and the law and regulations are being upheld appropriately. 


 
