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What are the challenges and opportunities for students in a digital era, and how can they adapt to succeed?

Component 1:
Source Exploration (200 Words) - Introduction
The research below aims to answer the following question ‘What are the challenges and opportunities for students in a digital era, and how can they adapt to succeed’. To answer the question, I have chosen to use an article by Diana Gutierrez, published on 17th April 2024 on Eureka Simulations Blog titled ‘Educating in the digital age: Challenges and opportunities. The article looks at the various types of digital technologies used in education in current times.  It concludes that digital technologies are extremely important in the development of learners however that are challenges with equality and accessibility. I chose this source because it covers the research question, in a way that I feel confident in explaining. It explores both the challenges and opportunities and provides guidance for future research. Using the CRAAP test, it is current as it was only published last year. It is relevant to the research question and the author is a journalist and content strategist with a degree in social communication and journalism. It will help me answer the main research question as it discusses different contexts such as classrooms, online learning and explores the challenges from on both a small scale and larger global scale.
Key Challenges for Students (100-150 words)
From the article, one key challenge is accessibility. Whilst digital technology has a positive impact on learning, the access to it is still limited, for example, not all students can afford a laptop or iPad, not all students can have access to the internet and WIFI at home. For students who technology was just being introduced whilst they were in school, may find incorporating digital technologies difficult into their learning at first. There may also be barriers with using software. From my own experience, I was out of education from 1999, when technology wasn’t a main focus in the classroom. Most lessons used a whiteboard, projectors and written materials. At home, we didn’t have the internet or computer. Digital technology such as smartphones, social media only came into my life as an adult. Overcoming this challenge is important, because in the future we are going to become more reliant on technology, so making digital technology accessible to everyone is beneficial.
Key opportunities for students (100-150 words)
A key opportunity for students is using the internet and online support to help develop learning. From my own experience, I have found that using sources on the internet has benefited me when I am unsure of something. I can access these when I need to whereas before I would have to wait to see a tutor or go to a library and use books, whereas now I can use these things in my own home.  This also means I can use emails to contact my tutor and have faster responses. This has been valuable to me because I am able to learn better, gain more from the course materials and make more progress. This has also made me a more confident learner.
Planning your report (100 words)
This report will particularly focus on opportunities. It will acknowledge some challenges, but I would like to focus more on opportunities as there more of these than challenges, in this day and age. I will make use of the template and guidance on Moodle and article mentioned above. The report will include an introduction, challenges, opportunities, solutions and conclusion. The following table gives a brief timeline of the report.
	Task
	Date / Deadline

	Finish Research
	24th October

	Draft first section
	31st October

	Complete first draft
	8th November

	Final editing
	18th November



Component 2
Purpose (100 – 150)
My name is Donna Watkins and the following report looks at challenges and opportunities for students in the digital era, and how can they adapt to succeed. It is important for students to understand the benefits and difficulties that come with using digital tools in order to progress and succeed in learning. By understanding the benefits students can learn to their full potential and achieve goals that they may not have been able to achieve. It is also important to understand the difficulties and limitations so that students do not become too reliant on digital technologies and understand that accessibility may be a barrier and how to overcome this. The report will briefly discuss accessibility challenges and will then look in depth at the opportunities that digital technologies give in aiding learning and understanding.
Challenges students face (150 – 200)
Whilst digital technology has a positive impact on learning, the access to it is still limited, for example, one main challenge is accessibility. For students who technology was just being introduced whilst they were in school, incorporating digital technologies into their learning could be difficult at first. There may also be barriers with using software. From my own experience, I was out of education from 1999, when technology wasn’t a main focus in the classroom. Most lessons used a whiteboard, projectors and written materials. At home, we didn’t have the internet or computer. Digital technology such as smartphones, social media only came into my life as an adult. Overcoming this challenge is important, because in the future we are going to become more reliant on technology, so making digital technology accessible to everyone is beneficial. In an article by Diana Gutierrez (2024) accessibility is identified as a key challenge in education today. She states that ‘we can work towards a more equitable and accessible education for all students, ensuring that no one is left behind’. If students are left behind in the digital era, this would lead to problems in future with employability and life skills for example, cash is becoming less important, benefit systems are being placed online, payroll and employees are now using digital systems. 
Opportunities that digital tools provide (150 – 200)
A key opportunity for students is using the internet and online support to help develop learning. From my own experience, I have found that using sources on the internet has benefited me when I am unsure of something. I can access these when I need to whereas before I would have to wait to see a tutor or go to a library and use books, whereas now I can use these things in my own home.  This also means I can use emails to contact my tutor and have faster responses. This has been valuable to me because I am able to learn better, gain more from the course materials and make more progress. This has also made me a more confident learner.  The article by Diana Gutierrez (2024) looks at online learning and states ‘online learning has gained popularity by providing the opportunity to gain access to education anywhere and at any time’.  When used effectively online tools such as the internet, email and search engines enhance learners understanding and provide support, in order to make them more confident and progressive learners. 
How can students adapt (200-250)
The focus to help students adapt I think is to stay updated with the changes in education worldwide by paying attention to the relevant aspect of today’s landscape. ‘There has been the most notable changes in the past 10 year particularly the increased use of technology in the classroom and beyond the school wall’ (Dillan, 2003). Students can also help themselves by giving themselves enough time by making good time management strategies also taking breaks in between using digital planners that they can access at any point. Digital planners help with transparency, efficiency and literacy skills (Boland et al, 2021) also it makes it easier if they were to make a mistake it’s easy to erase then just to rewrite with ease and no messing around. one of the key options is to reach out for support either by asking your tutor or accessing support services for e.g. library training reading sources from books or journals this will then teach them to evaluate online sources they could also book themselves in to some regular work shops that focus on digital skills. that will help them to adapt and thrive in the digital era.
Conclusion
To conclude, the research has shown how important it is for students to keep up with advances in todays technology and how beneficial this can be. It has been discussed that there has been moves from traditional paper-based systems to online systems such as digital planners and emailing. One main challenge that has come from the research is that of accessibility. This includes poverty and financial barriers as well as social barriers and learning styles. Three recommendations that would benefit students are developing mobile learning skills such as using smartphones and tablets (wood,2024) developing adaptive learning such as responding to feedback form digital systems and time management including not being distracted by social media. These things would highly benefit students in the future.
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DIGITPL SKILLS IN ACTION

RESEARCH

| was supported by my tutor to find sources

| also made use of search engines to find articles and
journals

| also reflected on my own experiences

| found it difficult understanding some of the journal sources.
| haven't accessed journal articles before and the way some
are written are quite difficult to understand. This is why |
reached out of my tutor.

The research highlighted opportunties and challenges that |
didn't even think about or know about. In my personal
opinion, | know see clearer why it's important for us to
develop our digital skills in the current age, especially with
everything moving towards digital platforms.
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        RESEARCH  - I was supported by my tutor to find sources - I also made use of search engines to find articles and journals - I also reflected on my own experiences - I found it difficult understanding some of the journal sources. I haven't accessed journal articles before and the way some are written are quite difficult to understand. This is why I reached out of my tutor. - The research highlighted opportunties and challenges that I didn't even think about or know about. In my personal opinion , I know see clearer why it's important for us to develop our digital skills in the current age, especially with everything moving towards digital platforms.   
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PLANNING AND WRITING

- | planned my report using the Digital Era guide
provided by scott. This provided a step by step guide.

- lalso used moodle and accessed the weekly lecture
slides which included a lot of information which
helped

- | also made drafts and checked in with my tutor to
see if | was on the right track

Strategies that helped me with referencing included
attending the lectures as it gave me a chance to
become familiar with what referencing is.

| found sticking to the word count a bit challenging and
also the

evaluation process due to feeling repetitive
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          PLANNING AND WRITING  - I planned my report using the Digital Era guide provided by scott . This provided a step by step guide. - I also used moodle and accessed the weekly lecture slides which included a lot of information which helped - I also made drafts and checked in with my tutor to see if I was on the right track - Strategies that helped me with referencing included attending the lectures as it gave me a chance to become familiar with what referencing is. - I found sticking to the word count a bit challenging and also the evaluation process due to feeling repetitive   


image8.png
CHALLENGES

* My biggest in completing the report was

SURVI VAL meeting the deadline. | have a busy

I N THE home life and work life so had to make
use of time management strategies. |

DI GI TAL AGE overcame this by planning time ahead,

completing the task in steps and
ensuring | had enough time to send a

draft.

* Referencing was also a challenge as it
was unfamiliar to me but | overcame
this by attending lecturers, reaching out
for support and taking my time to learn.
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          CHALLENGES  • My biggest in completing the report was meeting the deadline . I have a busy home life and work life so had to make use of time management strategies . I overcame this by planning time ahead, completing the task in steps and ensuring I had enough time to send a draft . • Referencing was also a challenge as it was unfamiliar to me but I overcame this by attending lecturers, reaching out for support and taking my time to learn .   
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SUCCESSES

- | am most proud of the following

- Using my time management skills
effectivity to complete the assignment.

- Taking time to read and understand the
handbook

- | found the process interesting and
engaging and wanted to complete it

< lam proud of the way | adapted to
completing the project after being out of
education for 26 years
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          SUCCESSES  - I am most proud of the following - Using my time management skills effectivity to complete the assignment. - Taking time to read and understand the handbook - I found the process interesting and engaging and wanted to complete it - I am proud of the way I adapted to completing the project after being out of education for 26 years    ThePhoto by PhotoAuthor is licensed under CCYYSA.
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LOOKING FORWARD

* | don’t think | would change the way |
have completed the research, maybe
have a little more confidence in myself
next time

* | would keep to the same time
management stratgies as they really
helped and stick to doing a draft.

* My actionable goal for my next
assignment would be to make another
plan ensuring | have time around home
and work life.
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          LOOKING FORWARD  • I don’t think I would change the way I have completed the research, maybe have a little more confidence in myself next time • I would keep to the same time management stratgies as they really helped and stick to doing a draft. • My actionable goal for my next assignment would be to make another plan ensuring I have time around home and work life.    .
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BRIEF OVERVIEW

- The following research looked at challenges and opportunties
for students in a digital era

- | found that there are multiple opportunties including internet
to develop and support knowledge and email access for
quicker support from tutors

Learner - |found one main challenge was accessability. This came up
character- through multiple articles.

contexts

- | concluded that students need to develop mobile learning
skills such as using smartphones, develop adaptive learning
skills such as responding to feedback





image3.svg
          BRIEF OVERVIEW  - The following research looked at challenges and opportunties for students in a digital era - I found that there are multiple opportunties including internet to develop and support knowledge and email access for quicker support from tutors - I found one main challenge was accessability. This came up through multiple articles. - I concluded that students need to develop mobile learning skills such as using smartphones, develop adaptive learning skills such as responding to feedback   


