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Research Question (1 sentence max.)Stop and search remains to be one of the most important police powers used to predominantly protect the public by tackling crime to keep the streets safe. This dissertation will focus on how the police use this power to tackle crime in an effective manner and recommendations on how the police can make significant improvements to the power through a public lead survey with the communities (HMIC, 2013). 
It will delve into the reasons why we use stop and search powers and how effective it is in avoiding unnecessary arrests through allowing officers to investigate suspicions of an individual before action is taken in the form of arrest. The police can use a variety of legislative powers which in turn enables them to allay or confirm their suspicions without making an arrest (Brown, 2016). 
There is very little evidence to confirm whether stop and search provides as an effective deterrent on crime in the UK and through evidence seems to be more effective in detection. Causing the argument that people who are usually stopped for these searches are from a different ethnic background with statistics from 2020/21 stating Black, Asian and Minority ethnic backgrounds were 3.5 times more likely to be searched than white people (IOPC, 2013). Throughout this dissertation it will evaluate how stop and search can protect the public by preventing crimes before they happen. It will also investigate how stop and search varies according to gender, age and race and how this helps to tackle gang violence, drugs and other specific crimes (Yesufu, 2013). 
It will review key data in how communities feel stop and search impacts crime focusing on community engagement, scrutiny and community accountability gathering data published by the police themselves. 
Overall it will set a baseline for recommendations and the important question in if stop and search really is effective in tackling crime within communities and if the communities agree with stop and search powers being implemented in preventing or detecting crime to keep them safe (Kaur and Keeling, 2019). 
 


A critical review on the impact of stop and search powers on crime and the community in England and Wales


Literature Review (700 words max)
Using a review of peer-reviewed journal articles and other academic sources, provide a rationale for your research project. 

Method (500 words max)
Aim(s): Identify the key aim(s) of this study in a sentence or two.Key aims of this study is to understand how effective stop and search is in preventing, detecting, and stopping crime within communities. Also understanding the effects stop and search has on others and if the public see this power as positive or negative in tackling issues within their communities. 


 Objective(s):  Bullet points of what you need to achieve to succeed in your aims· Key statistics and information 
· Good data
· Successful survey 
· If there are any flaws in the stop and search powers
· If stop and search is effective in preventing crime
· What can be done to make the power more effective 
· Recommendations on how this power can become a better deterrent 


 Design: Quantitative or qualitative? Survey or secondary data approach? A survey will be conducted and taken by members of the public to evaluate how effective they think stop and search is within their communities and how they think it has an impact on crime. 


Sample: Who/what, how many, where from, sampling method. 50-100 people will take part in gathering the data


Ethics:  Briefly cover any ethical issues that you need to consider.  I don’t think there will be any issues in regards to ethics 


 Analysis: What will you do with the data when you have collected it and why?Once the data has been collected it will be analysed and a conclusion on the impact and effectiveness of stop and search will be drawn from the data. 


Proposed Timeline (not included in word count)
Insert table or figure/flow chart to depict your proposed project timeline of key events.Proposal and ethics form – 07/10/22
Introduction – 31/10/22
Literature review -18/11/22
Research methodology -10/02/23
Analysis of results -10/02/23
Conclusion and recommendations – 14/02/23
Draft -10/03/23



Anticipated Outcomes (300 words max)
Briefly explain what you hope to achieve with this research project (i.e. could your findings influence practice, policy or training?).  I am hoping with my findings that I can help police forces and England and Wales understand the impact of stop and search and implement new findings to help them in creating better use of the power through additional training or better policies in practice. 


References 
Use Harvard referencing style (see Moodle for instructions). 

NOTE: Overall word count is 1500 words.
The word counts above are SUGGESTED amounts ONLY 
Reference list
Brown, J. (2016). Police Powers: Stop and Search. [online] Parliament.uk. Available at: https://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/SN03878/SN03878.pdf [Accessed 9 Oct. 2022].
HMIC (2013). Stop and Search Powers: Are the police using them effectively and fairly? [online] Available at: https://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmicfrs/media/stop-and-search-powers-20130709.pdf [Accessed 9 Oct. 2022].
IOPC (2013). National Stop and Search Learning report, April 2022 | Independent Office for Police Conduct. [online] www.policeconduct.gov.uk. Available at: https://www.policeconduct.gov.uk/national-stop-and-search-learning-report-april-2022 [Accessed 9 Oct. 2022].
Kaur, K. and Keeling, P. (2019). Stop & Scrutinise: How to Improve Community Scrutiny of Stop and Search Briefing. [online] Available at: https://criminaljusticealliance.org/wp-content/uploads/CJA-Stop-and-Scrutinise-2019.pdf [Accessed 9 Oct. 2022].
Yesufu, S. (2013). Discriminatory Use of Police Stop-and-Search Powers in London, UK. International Journal of Police Science & Management, 15(4), pp.281–293. doi:10.1350/ijps.2013.15.4.318.

image1.png
Prifysgol Cymru
Y Drindod Dewi Sant
University of Wales
Trinity Saint David





