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Introduction



The following is my report on the importance of good communication in the workplace, I will give a definition of communication and why it is important in management. My report will show how communication can be effective in a business organisation, I will address   different theories, the importance of effective communication and different methods of communication. I will also look at some communication problems (noise) and their possible effects. I will investigate feedback and why its vital in the communication cycle and finally I will talk about the importance of effective communication, Methods of communication and How communication works between Management and Employees and to what purpose before my conclusion.


































Section 1

Definition of communication

Communication is the discriminatory response of an organism to a stimulus. Stevens, S.S., (1950)



Sub-section 1

Importance in Management

Communication is important in management weather verbal or non verbal, within a group good communication is motivational, sets a structure and norms are clear in the patterns of communication that develops among the team. (Griffiths, B.A. and Dunham, E.B)

In my office communication is very important as there are many departments; we use different channels to achieve a good level of communication throughout the office. Email/Skype is the more common channels used communication meetings and face to face communication is done within departments.

Case Study

A case study conducted in my office with my input looked at internal communication as we have staff working various hours not all attended communication meetings, I suggested having a communication lead in each department. They would meet with managers weekly and draw up a communication brief which would be emailed to each staff member. This was measured by responses to a particular email sent once per week for 10 weeks. There was a significant increase in responses from staff unable to attend the communication meeting and felt more included as team members. Other staff members complained they were getting information twice as the email went to all staff. We looked at this and decided to only sent the email to staff unable to attend meetings.
Section 2

How communication can be made effective in a business organisation

Communication can be made effective in a business organisation in a number of ways. This is important when completing tasks and the general smooth running of the business.

Open Meetings

Having open meetings is a good way to express your plans to your team and obtain feedback. This is because employees feel more engaged with managers. Body language plays a big part in open meetings.

Emails

Open meetings are sometimes inappropriate. Emails are a way of communicating sudden changes to a plan for example without interrupting employees work progress. They can access the message when convenient. 

Open Atmosphere

Open atmosphere promotes innovation and an open minded approach to tasks.

Listen to Employees

If employees are not heard, then communication breaks down. In order to get the best from employees the communication channels must be two ways.

One to One meetings

There are employees who prefer a one to one meeting. So as well as open meetings one to one meeting are just as important to get the best from your team and keep focus on the task.









Section 3

Communication theories

My understanding of communication is the ability to transmit information between sources, weather between people or objects such as computers. The communication model is based on these principals as in the Shannon & Weaver model below (Shannon & Weaver 1949.
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A communication is encoded by the sender; a communication channel is used to transmit the message. The receiver decodes the message and confirms receipt with feedback.
This model also takes into account the presence of (noise) between encoder and decoder, noise is not only physical as in cases study Pedro and Maria (appendix 1). It can come in the form of education, social or language barriers, noise is anything that has the potential to interrupt the encoded message being received clearly. This is why feedback is the most important component as this confirms with the encoder the message was decoded successfully and clearly understood.












Osgood-Schramm model solves the language barrier (see below)
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Source:Communicationtheory.org

However, this model is basic and does not take into account Social factors like the Berlo’s model (Berlo’s 1960)
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This model takes into consideration social aspects such as language, Culture, Social systems and knowledge both on the sender and receiver. 

Sub Section 1

The Presence of Noise between Encoded and Decoded messages

Noise in communication can be defined as something that stops the decoder from decoding the message completely. Noise comes in different forms depending on the media used, environment or sometimes more individual to a person. Kimberly Dyke (2018)

Sub Section 2

Different Types of Noise

Physical Noise
Environmental noise is the most common physical noise for example: Answering a mobile phone at a premier league football match or at a music concert. Sometimes environmental noise is within someone’s control for example: If someone is listening to loud music and the phone rings, thee would lower the music volume before answering the phone. During a lecture, student conversations and whispering is also noise.

Semantic Noise
When people from different playing fields attempt to communicate the noise is semantic. A doctor using medical terminology to a patient, the patient will be unable to decode the message successfully without knowledge of medical terminology. Semantic noise can also occur during cross-cultural communication in the form of tone of voice, eye contact and body language.

The need for feedback between encoder and decoder

It is important for feedback as this completes the communication cycle and confirms to the encoder the message was decoded successfully. Feedback can be a verbal/Oral response or it could come in the for of an action for example if a mechanic is working under a car and asks his trainee to hand him a spanner, the action being completed is the feedback and he does not need a verbal response.

Section 4
Importance of effective communication

The most important aspect of a successful business is Effective communication. Without Effective communication any business will struggle to grow. There are many benefits to effective communication within ant business. ITS (2017)

Improved employee management
Effective communication between managers and employees allows for better performance on tasks allowing the manager to on the task at hand rather than the employees. It also allows employees to feel (in the loop) on any tasks pending. ITS (2017)

Build Strong employee relations
A good relationship between managers and employees is vital to the success of any business. Team building and social events enhance relationships. Knowing your employee’s interests comes through communication. ITS (2017)

Helps with decision making
Good communication within a business allows for decisions to be made faster. Trend can be spotted quicker and adjustments made.



Communication is the primary interaction between people. Effective communication has many benefits, enhances human interaction. In our personal lives ineffective communication is not as serious as on a professional level. Winbow, A., (2002).

I work with vulnerable people who need extra help. I have seen ineffective communication where a team member agreed to help a vulnerable person, it was not communicated to the team member the time of the meeting and a situation took place through ineffective communication. I have also helped service users where a lack of active listening has made it hard to get the service they need. Effective communication is not always clear. The encoder needs to know the decoder has the ability to decode the message in the format the encoder will use. Or the decoder has the technological means to decode the message. It is more difficult if abbreviations are being used by the encoder. There are different parameters that need to be understood by the encoder to ensure the message is clear to the decoder. Feedback will confirm this.

Section 5

Methods of Communication

Speaking or writing by a sender and listening and reading by a receiver are the two most common methods of communication. Verbal(Oral) communication is a message encoded with speech and decoded with listening, this is the most common use of verbal communication. However written communication which involves writing(encode) and reading(decode) is not the most common form of non verbal communication. Body language such as gestures, facial expression and appearance is also used in non verbal communication which requires the decoder to use vision to decode these messages.


Professor of psychology Albert Mehrabian to understand communication better studied the importance of non verbal communication in the 1970’s. He found that the non verbal communication was more influential than first thought. He developed a communication model based on his findings from a study of conflicting messages. He demonstrated that only 7% of what we communicate is the literal content of the message. The tone of voice, volume and intonation is 38% and up to 55% was body language. Mulder, P. (2012)
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Section 6

How communication works between Management and Employees and to what purpose

Managers play a key role in how communication is established. All roles a manager undertakes requires effective communication. Employees look to managers for guidance, instruction and planning. A clear and open communication builds trust between managers and employees. 
Employees must buy into the open communication ethic for its success. The purpose of this is to establish a positive constructive working environment. Managers and employees will have a clear mutual communication strategy resulting in tasks completed on time and to a high standard. Business runs smoothly.







Conclusion
The evidence in this report concludes that effective communication within any work environment is vital to a good working relationship between managers and employees. Businesses with a good communication strategy will grow faster as decisions can be made quicker. There are different theories for communication but the most theories incorporate the Shannon & Weaver model of Encoder to decoder via media avoiding noise to get feedback. So however you look at communication these basic principles remain. Non-verbal communication is much harder to master as this is partly influenced by your emotional state. You may put out body language inappropriate for the audience if you’re in a negative emotional state. With non-verbal communication you need to be sincere or your body language may betray you.
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