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Global Perspectives in Education

This essay will be researching barriers to education for children in Yemen and comparing the education system to the UK and exploring local and global policies in both countries whilst taking a global perspective on the obstructions relating to children's education. Yemen has been chosen as part of research into barriers of education due to being one of the worst affected countries globally due to its civil war. 
According to UNICEF (2021), “Yemen is the largest humanitarian crisis in the world – and children are being robbed of their futures”.
Yemen has the biggest humanitarian catastrophe in the world. Eighty percent of the population need humanitarian help. Shockingly, twelve million of them are children. UNICEF stated that “The country has become a living hell for the countries children.”

Due to the escalation of the conflict in March 2015 and the spread of Covid 19 the country is now facing a major emergency. Sadly, Children are still being injured and killed in this conflict. Education and health services are being disrupted with the hospitals and school buildings having to close due to damage which are leaving children vulnerable and missing their learning for their future. 
According to research in February, 2,3 million children under five years of age will be suffering from malnutrition by 2021. Out of these 400,000 children could die or suffer from acute malnutrition if they were not provided with vital medical care. 

Yemen is a Muslim majority Arabic speaking nation next to the east coast of Africa. It is also the poorest and least developed country in the middle eastern region with an overwhelming number of the populous existing as rural tribal communities. Numerous wars and civil strife have plagued the nation throughout its history and in the present age. The population of Yemen in 2021 stands at 30,279,752 based on predictions of the data by the United Nations (World population, 2021).
Yemen has been Muslim and Arabic speaking since the days of the Umayyad Caliphate. It was one of the many centres of learning during the Islamic Golden Age. It is also the place where coffee originated and was first drank as a beverage known in Arabic as Al-Qawah. Yemen is an Islamic society that has been shaped for thousands of years by Islamic law and Arabian culture. In Islam education is highly valued though females receive a lower standard of education (Wenner & Burrowes, B 2021). 

Education at the extreme (EACI) (2014) features barriers to education for children on a global perspective. These children are refused access to education due to cultural, social, and economical factors. Barriers such as poverty, war and conflict, child labour and gender inequalities are preventing children form an education. A universal plan of action founded in 2012 by Her Highness Sheikha Moza bint Nasser of Qatar, is campaigning for children to have an education to enable them to build a better life for themselves (EACI. 2014).
In Yemen, the Government has always made education their first concern. In the past decade, the education sector collected a moderate 14-20% from the Governments tax revenue. However, according to the human development index out of 177 countries Yemen holds the abysmal ranking of 150 which shows how underdeveloped it really is (Study Country, 2021).    
The United Kingdom compared to Yemen is a Christian majority, Northern European, Western civilisation, and advanced mixed economy under a constitutional Monarchy with representative democracy. It comprises of four countries, Wales, Scotland, England, and Ireland with London being the capital. The population of the UK in mid 2019 reached an estimated 64.8 million (ONS, 2019) The geography of the UK is rich in farmland and forestry with ample water and sanitation supply compared to Yemen's arid desserts. The UK houses numerous people groups such as Africans, Asians and Europeans who have emigrated to Britain in search of a higher standard of living, better economic opportunities, better education, and healthcare. Britain is in a state of peace and good order (Spencer, 2021).

Although, the UK has a higher income that Yemen there are parts in the UK that are still living in poverty especially in areas of Wales. Children in Wales also face barriers in education due to living in poverty-stricken areas. The Welsh Assembly Government in 2006 realised that exam results were decreasing due to children/young people are living in deprivation and poverty. A programme called ‘Flying Start’ was launched in (2007) for families with children under the age of four to access free childcare for fifteen hours a week to give these children a better start in life whilst preparing them for the Foundation Phase. (WAG, 2016).

Free breakfast club was also introduced for these children to support them with their health and education. An enhanced health visiting service was also introduced to support these families in their homes which enables them to highlight medium to considerable risk factors. These factors will then be passed onto the relevant agencies who will then intervene and world alongside and support the families (WAG, 2016). 
UNICEFs (2017) Education for refugee and asylum-seeking children commissioned research to investigate how these children are presently partaking in their right to education in the UK. Education for these children is the most vital service that they need to have access to. The report states that delays to these children accessing education in Wales are common. This involves lengthy waiting lists, process of application forms, poor competence of the local Authority causing lack of specialists in the asylum-seeking teams. 
Research uncovered a worrisome lack of educational proffessionals in engaging with refugee and asylum-seeking children. However, the research demonstrates that the right to education which is encoded in law and policy is still not regularly being in Great Britain and targets are not wholly being fulfilled (UNICEF, 2017).

Saba relief’s report in 2018 “the struggle for education in Yemen” mentioned that all children are being deprived of education. There are around 2 million students not receiving education with the entire generation also at risk. The Government is fighting to aim for attention and support the education system. Every child from birth has a right to education regardless of the position of the country they live in. This is a Worldwide duty to every child. The Yemeni system of education due to its failing structure is causing children to drop out of the system and for girls to be married early and for boys to enter the labour force (Saba Relief, 2018).
Maslow's theory “Hierarchy of Needs” states that it is essential that each child has their fundamental needs met. The most basic needs which are food, water, warmth, and clothing are for human survival. Sadly, these needs are not being met for Yemeni children. How can these poor children ever be able to reach their full self-actualization enabling them to reach their full potential? (McLeod, 2020).
An astounding 75% of public-school teachers have not received any salary for more than a year. 2,500 schools are no longer habitual with two thirds being destroyed and some being used as shelters. (Saba relief, 2018).

BBC World News (2021) report that in the city of Taiz in Yemen, hundreds of children are risking their lives by attending their lessons every day in a school that has been destroyed and which is remarkably close to the emerging conflict between the Houthi rebels and the Government. The remarkable story of “The nine-year-old war-zone schoolteacher.” Ahmed a boy aged nine who has been blind since birth unbelievably risks his life by attending classes to cover teachers who are unable to get to school. UNICEF state that although most schools are not in use teachers are using one so that these children can continue with their learning (Guerin, 2021).
In October 2020, The World Teachers Day focused and observe by using the theme “Teachers: Leading in crisis, reimagining the future”, where the Global Partnership for Education, Education Cannot Wait, UNICEF and UNESCO are campaigning for the reintroduction of teachers and school-based staff wages in Yemen (an estimation of 16,000) as they have not had regular wages since 2016. Due to the conflict teachers are having to seek other opportunities to earn income to support their families (GPE.Transforming Education, 2020).
According to the Borgen Project (2018) During the 1990s the literacy rate of Yemen stood at 60.22% compared to 70.1% in 2018. However, war torn zones are more likely to fall behind educationally. When more serious events commence such as conflict, educational engagement declines. Educational attainment is of vital importance to the educational future of Yemen (Borgen Project, 2018).
The International Development Secretary Penny Mordaunt (2018) states that in developing countries most children access primary education. Between 2011 and 2015 the UK contributed to the success of helping 11 million children back into education in some of the most hostile regions of the world. The international priority is to make certain that children are learning basics in education. Staggering statistics show that roughly 330 million children are unlikely to  leave primary education being able to read or carry out basic maths and that we need to take immediate action. As the International Secretary states: "Education is a human right which unlocks individual potential and benefits all of society, powering sustainable development.” (Education Policy, 2018).
In (1977) Bronfenbrenner's theory of the development of a child as a network system of relationships afflicted by various levels of the natural environment, close framework of family, school, and culture. ‘The five Ecological Systems’ proposed that the environment of a child is a collection of ringed structures that blend into each other. Due to the systems blending into one another the impact of one of the systems on a child's development relies upon its connection with the others. Unfortunately, for these children in Yemen, they are not gaining the basic development in their young lives due to their environment. They are not getting sufficient healthcare, education, nor feeling secure in school and parents not having a relationship with teachers. This means that Yemeni children are not getting their needs met to enable them to move on from the microsystem to the mesosystem (Evans, 2020).

The Dakar Framework for Action (2000) A World Education Forum which was held over a decade ago highlights the International communities collective desire to follow a wide plan to secure the principal educational requirements of every human beings are fulfilled within one lifetime to be sustained continually. The gathering in Dakar provided the opportunity to review the achievements, lessons, and disappointments of the previous decade. 
The UNICEF Yemen Team carried out an assessment in (2020) On measuring assistance available to children with disabilities. Due to the humanitarian crisis in Yemen not much information is known about children with disabilities. The World Health Organisation propose that there are 4.5 million people in Yemen with some sort of disability. It was predicted by The National Health and Demographic survey in 2013 that 3% of Yemeni children have a disability but the figure is higher due to diseases, birth, hereditary and injuries due to insufficient and/or unreachable healthcare, poor nutrition, and war/violence. Children in poverty are more inclined to become disabled due to lack of healthcare, clean water, basic sanitation, and risky living conditions. Once a child becomes disabled, they are then refused vital resources which would lessen the level of poverty. Poverty and disability strengthen each other, which then increases vulnerability and exclusion for a child (UNICEF, 2020).
Most children in Yemen with disabilities cannot partake in equal opportunities in education, so their attendance in school is likely to be reduced. By law, all CWD (children with disabilities) are to have access to a place in school and are exempt from paying tuition fees also. There are numerous barriers to education for CWD, such as physical accessibility barriers, disabled friendly facilities and resources such as hearing aids, assisted technology devices and braille typing machines. 

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) in 2008 clasifies people with disabilities as ‘those who have long-term physical, mental, intellectual, or sensory impairments which in interaction with various barriers may hinder their full and effective participation in society on an equal basis with others’ (UNICEF, 2020),
Due to the conflict that broke out in Yemen in 2015, The National Disability Strategy (2014-2018) an all-inclusive framework for the introduction of the CRPD has crippled due to shortage of funding, disagreements, and difference of opinions within the Government. 
CWD still remain stigmatized, confined to institutions and hidden behind closed doors. When it comes to services and policies these children are unnoticed and overlooked. These children are more prone to risk of abuse, exploitation, and exclusion especially with the current situation in Yemen. UNICEF are using the information as an advantage inactively modification for these children. The necessity of identification of these children that are at greatest risk so that no child gets left behind. The United Nations vow to implement all sustainable development goals (SDGs) as promised by 2030 (UN, 2015).
2030 Sustainable Development Goal 4 Agenda are calling on Member States to Guarantee inclusive and impartial quality education and develop lifelong learning opportunities for all. Ensure that all youth and a valuable ratio of adults, both women and men. Accomplish literacy and numeracy, extensively expand the amount of youth and adults who have related skills, including technical and vocational skills, for employment, decent jobs and entrepreneurship and assure that all learners obtain the knowledge and skills required to promote sustainable development (UNESCO, 2000).

All Children globally have rights. In 1989 the United Nations Convention of the right of the child (UNCRC) was introduced, this is the most established human rights treaty across the globe. The UNCRC has fifty-four articles on children’s rights, these being the child’s religion, gender, or ethnicity. These rights also cover the child’s safety and all other elements of a child's life. Article 28 of the UNCRC states ‘every child has the right to an education’ and article thirteen states ‘that every child has the right to protection, equal importance and to be safe from violence.’ Throughout the UK most children have the freedom to all the rights listed in the UNCRC and have a great childhood and bright future ahead of them (UNICEF, 2020).

However, Yemeni children still do not have rights to education and their safety from violence. There are a substantial number of discrepancies in the adoption of legalisation in Africa to provide Charter. Most African countries have adopted a dedicated national law or arears in the legal code for them to focus on the rights of the children. Many African countries have acknowledged the rights of children in their most powerful laws, particularly the constitutions.
Although, these developments are increasing most of African countries still have extensive breaks between the standards that are set out in their national law and Charter. Most Africa. There are particularly significant problems that African countries continue their law reform to ensure complete harmonization. Furthermore, most African countries fall significantly behind in ensuring that their legal system is updated to protect children from emerging challenges to the protection and wellbeing of children, such as cyber based crime and other technology-based threats.
The law is an effective tool for the defence and promotion of the rights and well-being of children in Africa. A sound legal and policy basis creates a solid foundation for demanding accountability.
Discipline of International treaties involves more than just adopting national laws. The adoption of measures is a necessity to ensure the laws are being implemented at a national level.
Domestication of international treaties takes more than just adopting national laws. It also requires the adoption of measures to ensure that the laws are given effect at national level.
It is imperative that the law creators in African countries are aware of the need to think about and address needs of all children through legislations, so no child is left behind (UNICEF, 2020).

In conclusion this essay has researched the barriers of education that children have to face in Yemen and the UK. Through research Yemeni children are facing a humanitarian crisis. Children are living in poverty, being injured, and killed. Children are missing their education and being robbed of their futures. CWD are being overlooked and forgotten about. There are major barriers in accessing education for these children whilst war and conflict continue to rule their Country. The UK has a better education system, but children still face barriers to education in their lives due to poverty and deprivation and refugees and asylum-seekers children are also missing vital education. All children in the world have rights and the UNCRC state that they all have a right to education and safety. Although Governments, UNICEF in both countries are doing their best to lift these barriers, they have a long way to go.
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