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The importance of practitioners and parents respecting and supporting the rights and voice of a child during parental separation.

The aim of this paper is to give useful information and advice on how the rights and voice of a child is respected and supported during a parental separation.

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNICEF, No Date) is a legally binding international agreement setting out the civil, political, economic, social and cultural right of every child, regardless of their race, religion or abilities up to the age of 18. Under the terms of the UNCRC, governments are required to meet the basic need of children and help each child to achieve their full potential. Save the Children support the UNCRC and state “Every child has the right to survival, protection and education “(Save the Children, no date).

In 2011 Wales become the first country in the UK to make The United Nations Conventions on the Rights of the Child UNCRC part of its domestic law. This law is called the Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure 2011 (National Assembly for Wales, 2015). The Welsh Government summarised the UNCRC into seven key headings and used these to set seven core aims for all children in Wales (Welsh Government 2016).

















Article 3 All organisations concerned with children should work towards what is best for each child (Children’s Rights Wales 2016).
· Observing, recording and planning of children’s development helps school practitioners identify a child’s individual progression, learning and needs in accordance with the Foundation Phase Framework (Welsh Government, No Date). This practise provides a useful tool for practitioners to collect evidence for communicating and information sharing with multi agencies to help support the need of a child.
· School Effectiveness Framework (Welsh Government,2008) suggests that effective schools work with the community, engage with families and work with multi agencies to provide a joined-up programme of learning and harness the expertise, as required by the Children’s Act 2004 (Welsh Government, No Date).
· According to the Foundation Phase practitioners must understand child development in order to make appropriate plans for learning. Where appropriate practitioners should encourage children to understand and appreciate the development of their skills and given the opportunity to share their thoughts and feelings (Foundation Phase Profile Handbook, No Date).
· Schools are required to promote a child’s well -being through social and emotional development. Well-being and attitudes to learning is an aspect that is inspected by Estyn under the Common Inspection Framework (Estyn, No Date).
· Education Support Partnership (No Date) suggest that schools using a Home Support Agreement can improve a child’s outcomes. Highlighting the importance and influence everyone involved with a child, working together for the best of the child.
· Maslow (No Date) suggests that to avoid problems such as anxiety, loneliness and depression relationships with family and friends play an important role.
· School settings need to ensure that their policies promote and seek to develop positive relationships with parents Every child matters policy (2003) suggests that equal importance should be given to the role of both mothers and fathers is a child’s development.





















Article 18 Both parents share responsibility for bringing up their children and should always consider what is best for each child. Governments should help parents by providing services to support them, especially if both parents work (Children’s Rights Wales 2016).
· To implement article 18 consideration also has to be given to article 9 children should not be separated from their parents unless it is for their own good, for example if a parent is mistreating or neglecting a child. Children whose parents have separated have the right to stay in contact with both parents, unless this might hurt the child. (Children’s Rights Wales,2016).
· UNICEF (2005) reports that young children’s well-being and development is dependent on the close relationships they form with parents, extended family and key people.
· Bowlby (1950) suggests that home instability such as separation is a factor that presents a risk to the quality of attachment of the child to their parent.
· NSPCC (No Date) advises that both parents play an important part in a child’s life and for the good a child during separation, parents should aim to maintain an amicable relationship.
· Both Parents Matter Cymru (No Date) are currently campaigning for Welsh government to develop a new strategy to ensure support for fathers under the Children’s Rights Wales Measure 2011.
· Barnardos (2011) suggests that Governments should aim to make support services being integrated and signpost to each other’s support will reduce the stress on families during separation.
· Cafcass Cymru (No Date) outline support available to parents when they have not been able to agree on what is best for their child so that they can resolve their disagreement.
· Welsh Government (2007) set out guidance for schools concerning parents and parental separation. School should revise policies to ensure that parents who have parental responsibility for a child  are kept informed about progress and involved in decisions.


	










Article 12 Children have the right to say what they think should happen when adults are making decisions that affect them and to have their opinion taken into account (Children’s Rights Wales 2016).
· The right to be heard and taken seriously is one of the fundamental values of the UNCRC. According UNICEF (2005) article 12 must be considered in the implementation of all other rights.
· According to the Working Together to Safeguard Children (2018) policy and the Children Act (2004) everyone working with children and young people should speak, listen and take seriously their views.
·  Welsh Government (2016) Children and Young People Participation in Wales, children have the right to choose to be involved and work on things that are important to them.
· Foundation Phase guidelines (2015) states that settings should allow children to be involved within planning. This supports article 12 and promotes equality by involving all children.
· Under the guidance set out by Estyn (2019) all schools should promote pupils to lead their own learning and encourage pupils to have a say, schemes such as pupil voice, school council, crew cymraeg and playground buddies all allow children’s views to be heard and shared.
· Giving children a voice promotes self-esteem and self-worth. By giving children a voice through choice children can learn that they are valued and important. This view is supported by Early Years Practice (2015).
· NSPCC (No Date) suggests that a child’s opinion should be obtained when decisions are made during separation, however both parents should consider the emotional impact on a child, should they be made to feel that they are taking sides.
· Cafcass Cymru (No Date) highlight the importance of listening to a child during parental separation as this helps a child to process changes that might happen and decisions that are made.





















Article 31 All children have a right to relax and play, and to join in a wide range of activities.  (Children’s Rights Wales 2016)
· ‘Playing is central to children’s physical, mental, social and emotional health and well-being. Through play, children develop resilience and flexibility, contributing to physical and emotional well-being’ (Play Wales,2019).
· Brown (2013) and Hughes (2013) for Play Wales both suggest that play deprivations has a negative impact on a child’s development and can lead to violent and antisocial behaviours.
· Welsh Assembly Government (No Date) summarised the UNCRC in seven core aims for children and young people in Wales. One of the aims states all children and young people will have access to play, leisure, sporting and cultural activities.
· The Foundation Phase curriculum is based on learning through play. Children are provided with learning activities based on play through which children practise and consolidate their learning and play with ideas (Welsh Government, 2015).
· Practitioners should provide children with a range of play opportunities both inside and outside the classroom, with a wide variety of toys and equipment that are stimulating and engage a child’s interest. Allowing a child to explore, relax and express themselves.
· All activities planned should be inclusive and allow a child to take part as much as they want to. This will promote a child’s independence, build relationships between practitioners and pupils and also give each child a sense of belonging.
· Dr Maria Montessori suggests that a classroom arranged where children learn about the world around them through hands on experience by choosing their activity, children learn to be independent and meet their own needs (Montessori and Early Childhood, 2010).
· Schools in Wales are currently planning for the change in curriculum, which will allow for more creative lessons.


	




















To conclude, each article highlights the need for the voice of a child to be considered of high importance. Practitioners must consider the needs of individual children and develop plans that supports their development. The Foundation Phase Framework has clear guidelines and requirements that practitioners have to adhere to, as well as considering legislation by Welsh Government, Children’s Act 2014 and the Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure 2011. By doing this practitioner reiterate the importance of following the UNCRC articles and ensure all children and young people in Wales achieve their full potential.
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