1600678 City of Gods HPAH5001 Final Exam 19th January 2018
To determine how the household cult of the dead in ordinary life in Late Antiquity was religious. 
The cult of deceased household members was of huge religious importance to everyday life. As Cicero said, in everyday Roman life one must ‘consider dead kinsfolk as gods’. (Warrior, pg 31, 2002) and this was done through various rituals by the deceased’s household, which can also be referred to as their family. The Roman family which included slaves and other staff were ordered in a hierarchy with the head of the household at the top. The household had its own cult, which had purposes such as the honouring of the familial dead in rituals, and these can be defined as religious practices.
[bookmark: _GoBack]These practices were giving regular offerings and libations at the grave site, having festivals like Parentalia specifically for paying cult to past family members, and making offerings on other special days such as birthdays or anniversaries special to that person. This correlation of the religious cult of the gods and the household worship of family members through everyday rituals personally makes it seem that they are the same as the ways of honouring the gods, and are therefore a religious practice. Instead of fearing the underworld or afterlife as punishment for your behaviour in life, rather it was seen that it was fearful to be forgotten, and so the memory of a person’s life was continued through these, appeasing the spirit so not as to make them come back and disturb the family. It was told by Ovid that ‘hideous ghosts, a shadowy crowd, howled throughout the city streets and wide fields’ after the honouring of the dead in the festival of Parentalia has been neglected in favour of war, and the spirits of deceased family members were able to show their displeasure with the living, coming ‘forth from the tombs, lamenting’. (Warrior, pg 31, 2002). The rituals that appeased the dead were clearly not ones to be taken lightly, and were a necessary part of the religious every day life. They made up a religious element that was very personal, you cannot get more personal than your own household. Whilst with modern views, the remembrance of a family member may seem like just grieving, or memorial, it was an important religious element of everyday life for a Roman, no household would be without a history of deceased relative to honour, lest you incur their wrath or dishonour them by forgetting them. The cult of the dead was especially important in continuing the identity of the family over time. The close connection between family and its deceased is a religious element too, the closeness and everyday presence of the gods an accepted fact in Late Antiquity can be seen in the likeness that the family member never fully leaves the family. Past tradition and honour were big parts of religion in the Roman Empire and everyone was part of a household, regardless of where in the social hierarchy of that household, they needed to be remembered and frequently honoured, as did the gods themselves. Like how the people have an agreement with the gods to dedicate days and offerings to them, so did they have the same promise to their household members when they died. This creates a similarity in worship between deities and family members, everyday religious rituals of a household both divine and human maintaining the connection between them. Ritual offerings followed by meals unified alive and deceased family members, again likewise in the religious aspect of the offerings and prayers were a way to maintain the connection between the people and the gods (Rives, 2007).
The rituals of the cult of the household that involved deceased family members were clearly very important religious activities of everyday life in Late Antiquity. The distinction between the honouring of the gods and of deceased family members is certainly not as big as previously imagined prior to reading Rives, and is a great representation of how different religion was considered in Late Antiquity versus the present day. Within the classes it was interesting to discover that ‘religious was a rather difficult term to define. The definitions contributed in the sessions were broad, and were an application of today’s religious ideals, rather than the practices which were present in Late Antiquity. By developing of our understanding of this, the part ‘religion’ played was revealed and proven to be a constantly active role in people’s everyday lives. If asked previously how it was an aspect of everyday life, this would have seemed a little hard to distinguish, and simply an explanation of a religious ritual would have been given, but with the sessions of City of Gods, the experience of ‘religion’ of the people of Late Antiquity has been defined with historical context, allowing reasonable personal interpretation , of which was used for this exam.
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