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Preparing for higher education means developing skills, methods of studying, and habits, and adapting to different schedules. One of the most important[image: Diagram

Description automatically generated] things throughout higher education is having a space, place, and time to study. As per the image attached, a tidy space with light and no disruptions is usually the most indicated space to study in order to produce quality work. Coertjens et al. (2016) have outlined that students tend to adapt their studying styles based on the subject they are studying. For instance, for the course, I am undertaking I will be expected to undertake many hours of reading and note-taking, therefore, I should have a clear schedule of how I am going to do this. This is where time management plays its part where I will have to organize between different assignments, regular breaks, and any other engagements. 
Part of preparing for higher education is also learning how to use the appropriate tools. The appropriate tools for the course I am undertaking are mostly Microsoft 365 tools. The usage of various websites (Microsoft) aid in learning the tool required for various tasks. 
Furthermore, one of the most important elements of higher education is referencing your work correctly. Pears and Shields (2019) have given numerous reasons for referencing, some of the most prominent ones being that it allows us to demonstrate the breadth of our research, establish credibility and authority, and distinguish between our own ideas and those of others. Referencing allows us to avoid plagiarism, which is a very serious offence and can have serious repercussions for the academic career.
Lastly, after setting up and learning all the necessary tools in order to complete a high-quality piece of work, one must pay careful attention to the essay or project questions (Analyse, explain, identify... 22 essay question words 2021). 
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The library’s website should be the main source of research. The database provides academic journals and resources. If the library’s database is not be used, steps should be taken to ensure the materials used are certified and not fake news (How to spot fake news, 2021).







Thinking and writing critically

Library resources






Becoming a Digital Learner
Using the tools provided, such as Microsoft 365, will enable students to present their work and their research in a clear and concise manner.




Thinking and writing critically is enabled by using the library’s database. All the sources found in the database should be referenced to credit the authors and show the breadth of research carried out (Piers & Shields, 2019). Also, this enables the students to learn how to paraphrase, summarise and synthesise. 





Tools
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Please follow this link to view my presentation: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ctDavxux5yo 
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Throughout the past five weeks, I have engaged in studying at higher education. This has brought on certain challenges I did not expect to encounter. Whilst doing my assignments I had to adapt to a different type of writing than I was used to, had to learn how to use the tools provided and required, and improve my time management. I am now reflecting on the events of the past five weeks in order to analyse the progress I have made throughout my studies and to establish the areas I need to work on. 
After all the challenges I have faced, I have succeeded in writing the assignments and materials required of me. The positive outcomes of the tasks I have engaged in were that I can now structure an essay in a cohesive manner, I can also carry out in-depth research through the required databases and can manage my time in an effective manner. Nevertheless, the negative outcomes of my experience at higher education were that I have struggled to understand the methods of referencing and using different tools required of the course.
My action plans for the future is to work on and improve my usage of the tools required of me. Firstly, I will start by reading and researching into the Harvard referencing style in order to understand it in more depth. Moreover, if I continue to struggle with this, I will reach out to my teachers and ask for further explanations and material. Overall, I believe this will have a positive impact on my grades and learning as I will understand what is required of me better and it will improve the quality of my work. 
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