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Aspects of the John Muir award and how they relate to our project

	Aspect:
	Relation to project:

	Discover a wild place
	· One of our teammates (Izzie) had known and been to Dinefwr for several years and pitched the idea to the rest of us.
· She knew how to get in touch with individuals who worked at this national trust and get us a job volunteering as litter pickers

	Explore its wilderness
	· Prior to the volunteering work we had walked the grounds of the estate on the way to the manor house where we were due to meet the individuals working at this specific national trust who helped set us up with this volunteering opportunity.

	Conserve/Take responsibility
	· We set out on a litter picking job, finding litter (as we expected) however finding nowhere near as much as we expected.
· In this, we then asked the organisers as part of a final interview whether that was due to the kindness and courtesy of guests or whether it was due more to the efforts of park staff and other volunteers.

	Share experience
	· To share the experience, we worked to produce this small video including interviews with the team and employees of the trust who we had been in contact with prior to our work.

	Conclusion 
	· In conclusion I believe our work had elements which both made it worthwhile but also a few points of which I am self-critical.
· On the positive side, we did achieve what we set out to do, go into a natural environment, explore its wilderness, take responsibility for it and do our part to assist in its protection and then share our experience doing so.
· However, I feel that while our impact on that environment was ‘existent’ I would say possibly our efforts may have been more beneficial to a different wilderness as Dinefwr seems to be an area which was already well cared for.
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