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Assignment 3  ECED 7002  Resit

When considering media representation in relation to this assignment  the writer selected several images of people differently abled in this instance people with Down Syndrome largely because of  a highly successful television series ‘ line of duty’ which featured a young man Tommy Jessop who played the part of a person suspected of murder. There were  over 300 complaints received by the BBC due to the fact that in one episode the character was referred to as  an oddball  on what was World down Syndrome Day [image: image7.png]


 ‘[Carl is] much more likely to be the gunman than the local oddball, that’s for sure,’ Ted Hastings said, referring to Terry. (fictional character pictured).   Metro.co.uk 2021.

The actor, pictured has been awarded several accolades and is well known for his acting, having appeared in several  primetime television programmes and toured  UK on stage as Hamlet as well as being a fully fledged voting member of BAFTA. 

The writer will illustrate the power of models of disability and the media representation over individuals in society. The individuals represented in this paper are those who have become successful in their careers all of which involve huge media presence.  

In order to accomplish this the individuals will have needed to overcome barriers Coleman, Sykes and Groome  reported  in  Fair Treatment at Work survey in 2008  that “disabled  people are more likely  than  non-disabled  people  to  report unfair  treatment,  discrimination, bullying  or harassment  at  work” 

Models of disability define disability, determine which professions serve people with disabilities, and help shape the self-identities of those with disabilities (Smart 2009). The writer agrees that this is successfully demonstrated in the  that the  subjects of the television programme disparagingly named ‘The Specials’ are seemingly successful  and have returned for a second and subsequent ‘lockdown series’ about their lives. The reality TV series began in 2009 and is now streamed on subscription worldwide.  It follows the lives of a group of people with Down Syndrome who live in a supported living setting  https://www.the-specials.com/ . 

Smart (2009) suggests three main models of disability, these being  Biomedical, Medical and Social . The Biomedical Model preferred y clinical professionals and  tending to place people into categories of condition with no room for individuality for example, the deaf, the blind  etc. furthermore placing the individual with a disability at odds with the professionals .  Hahn cited in Smart purports that the roots of prejudice and discrimination toward people with disabilities can be traced to the Biomedical Model (Smart 2009), furthermore this model allegedly takes away an individual’s motivation to work by being clinically influenced, not allowing for individual characteristics. 

The Functional Model of Disability defines disability as "role failure", meaning that the individual is not able, due to disability, to perform his or her functions or roles. Reno, Mashaw, & Gradison, 1997 cited in Smart 2009.  This would indicate a more complex disability that may or may not affect intellectual function.  The writer would argue that the functional abilities of an individual are just that individual and can change with time and support. 

Lastly Smart (2009) presents a third model of disability, this being The Sociopolitical Model, also known as the Independent Living Model of Disability (Morris 2004). This model sees the ‘problem ‘ as being the individuals lack  of  rights rather than anything surrounding the actual disability. This model is more closely aligned with the brief of this assignment – the representation of disability in the media. 

Disability Wales states quite simply that a social model of disability places the onus back on society to remove barriers furthermore a quotation from an unknown source states “It’s empowering; I can direct my energies into improving my quality of life” (Disability Wales 2021).

The first image of the young individuals shows them posing and immaculately dressed in a prepared photo shoot, the letter quoted in the heading responding to the photograph was  submitted by Ciara Lawrence who  was herself diagnosed with a learning difficulty at the age of 10 is currently a successful  campaigner in UK for people with a learning disability stated :- 

“I was diagnosed with a learning disability when I was 10 years old. I was always told that I couldn't do things or that I would not achieve anything. I am now 38 and have a wonderful 16-year career at Mencap, am married and I want to prove that with the right support you can do anything like anyone else.”

Lawrence (2021)

A perfect illustration of  a life being lived with the social model of disability. Although it could be said that the language used by Lawrence is in itself rather negative referring to ‘people like me’  

Each of the images in this paper are wholly positive, they  illustrate the successful careers of the people who are intellectually challenged.  However, it cannot help but be noted that in the second image which is alongside and article from Get to Text the language is once more negative making the point that those women in the Primark® advertising campaign are “women who come to terms with themselves”  Adey (2021) . The entire article appears to concentrate more on the conditions of the models ending with the line “Ellie Goldstein will pose for vogue with Down’s Syndrome which is an incorrect title of the syndrome.  However, the author would add that this piece was particularly selected precisely because of its poor reporting and would not describe this as journalistic technique rather a demonstration of ‘look at us, we are good’ and would further suggest that whilst it purports to be inclusive it merely draw attention to the fact that the models in Primark’s advertising campaign have disabilities rather than their successes. The writer would also argue that a person with Down Syndrome, modelling clothes is not ‘newsworthy’ and surely it is a personality that would embody a clothing collection not what appears to be a description of an intellectual difficulty. However, the accompanying video produced by Ellie Goldstein’s model agency Zebedee management  carries with it a lovely demonstration of inclusive practice, that can only serve to encourage others to pursue their goals the company’s strapline being

  “supplying diverse models and actors worldwide and offering sensitive representation” ….      “As the world’ s leading suppliers of talent with disabilities and alternative appearances, we represent children, adults, and families. Our talent includes curve, classic and diverse ethnicities” 
Zebedee Management 

Lastly, The image and link to “The Specials”. The writer has limited knowledge of this programme other than a vague recollection of ‘Hilly”  one of the characters. At first glance the writer would suggest that the website is aimed at a teen aged audience until on further research it can be noted that it is streamed worldwide and has a multi-faceted fan base and is produced with sophisticated help from the like of the production crew of The Game of Thrones.  It is described as slightly unconventional because “ Sam, Lucy, Hilly Lewis and Megan are letting you into their world on their own terms. They narrate the show and are involved in every step of the production process as co-producers/owners of the series (Specials 2021).  The ‘show’ covers all aspects of day-to-day life, emotions, family living, squabbles and ‘Life in Lockdown’ several episodes are sown using accessible formats such as closed caption subtitles. The show delivers a reality programme that will also demonstrate the social model of disability as being experienced live on television. 

The author argues that the Medical model of disability is a social construction born out a clinical view  which as the biomedical model Smart (2009) states boxes people according to their condition instead of acknowledging their individual strengths, viewed as something which can only be controlled by society and medication, wherein life is controlled by barriers. 

In 2016 the BBC Screened a documentary entitled A World without Down’s Syndrome?.  The hour-long documentary was shown as a result of the then new non-invasive screening  test that predicted with great accuracy whether or not the baby carried Down Syndrome.  At that time, it was stated that “9 out of 10 pregnancies where Down Syndrome had been diagnosed ended with a termination, furthermore the report on the programme stated that since the availability of the test in private practice terminations increased” although the figures were not substantiated.  (BBC 2016).  It is startling to realise that the programme was aired only six years ago, during the lifetime of those persons about whom the paper has been written, most of whom are in their mid to late twenties .  During the programme the producer and presenter, herself mother to a son with Down Syndrome spoke to  Professor Sue Buckley, “whose pioneering research has enabled thousands of children with Down’s syndrome around the world to be educated alongside their peers (BBC 2016). Poignantly one person who was also interviewed during the programme is himself intellectually challenged and also an actor who appears in mainstream television a soap drama Coronation Street, the then producer Stuart Blakemore on hiring Liam Bairstow for a part in the programme "It's not some politically correct thing. We actually found there a really great actor with a wonderful sense of timing."  At the time Bairstow had been attending an acting school  Mind the Gap which supported people with disabilities in acting Coronation Street Fandom.  

In her article  summing   the documentary sally Phillips made the following point 

“At a time when where pre-natal genetic screening is predicted to become routine, the Government is making important decisions about the Down’s Syndrome Screening Pathway and the Nuffield Council for Bioethics are debating this very issue”  (BBC 2016)’

The issue being the support or otherwise that would be offered to the women who were going through the decision process as to whether or not they would accept the screening and what decision they would make in the event of a diagnosis of Down Syndrome.

In conclusion, the writer would ask that, in a world where Medical models of Disability were the majority viewpoint would these talented actors and models exist?  This must surely reflect on the families and parents  of those people who possess the determination and forward-thinking support networks that enabled and empowered their family members to pursue their ambitions and dreams along with the socially aware companies that gave support and training to further their ambitions.  
The Social Model of Disability by  removing the barriers that have allowed people to become in this instance models actors, and to allow the world to see their lives ‘in a fly one the wall’ series many more people will be able to see that they too can become what they perhaps wish to be. 
iety/2021/dec/03/its-so-good-to-see-people-like-me-with-learning-disabilities-in-the-mediaC
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“It’s so good to see people like me with learning disabilities in the media”   Ciara Lawrence (2021) The remark was received in a letter to The Guardian  December 2021 in response to  the above photograph that had previously appeared on the front cover of a Saturday magazine in November.  The writer of the letter themselves uses what could be argued as  negative language i.e., “people like me’ . The photograph itself shows model Madeline Stuart, presenter George Webster, actors Kassie Mundhenk and Tommy Jessop, model Ellie Goldstein and actor Zack Gottsagen, all of whom have successful careers.  

https://www.theguardian.com/society/2021/dec/03/its-so-good-to-see-people-like-me-with-learning-disabilities-in-the-media
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The Latest News
Healthy life, beauty, family, and actual articles

She has Down's syndrome and embodies the Primark collection

Oliver Adey19 January 20210
The world of fashion is finally opening up to diversity. To embody its spring-summer 2021 collection, Primark has chosen models that break traditional fashion codes and that makes us feel good. In the official photos of this attractive advertising campaign, we notice, for example, a model suffering from vitiligo, a disease characterized by depigmentation of the skin, and which results in the appearance of white spots on the skin.

The Irish giant also called on a model with trisomy 21. A great way to prove that Down syndrome also has its place in fashion, and that people with this genetic anomaly also have the right to 'be highlighted and highlighted!

An ode to diversity and inclusiveness

Looking at all of the photos, we can see that the models all have that extra "little thing" that makes them beautiful and unique. For its spring-summer 2021 collection, Primark wanted to highlight inclusivity and we can say that it has been totally successful! Shaved hair, fully tattooed body … These are women who come to terms with themselves and are not afraid of the eyes of others that we can see in this advertising campaign. Women who break the codes and who reflect the diversity of our society today. It’s a total success and we can only applaud Primark for this sublime collection!

Ellie Goldstein will pose for Vogue with Down's syndrome

 
[image: image5.png]



https://assets.afcdn.com/video1/20200701/v_635848_HD.mp4
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