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                                 Briefing Paper to Provide Professional Practitioners with support for the scenario. 
	AIM: The aim of this Briefing paper is to provide Professional Practitioners with the information from the UNCRC. This information will support the practitioner when observing, planning, and supporting the child. This paper will provide the professional practitioner with the exact rights every child has. This briefing paper states 4 articles which relate to the scenario of the little girl who does not speak, which the professional practitioner can use specifically to support the little girl.


	What is the UNCRC?
The United Nations Convention on the rights of the child has 54 articles which cover all aspects of a child’s life and includes exactly what rights a child has. UNICEF (2020) states the articles cover a variety of rights for each child including: civil rights, economic rights, political rights, social rights, and cultural rights. UNICEF (2020) state the articles highlight how the government and adults can work as part of a team to ensure each of the child’s rights can be enjoyed (UNICEF 2020). Children in Wales (2014) state the UNCRC was put together in 1989 to ensure child’s rights are upheld across the world and the fundamental articles related to children are in 41 of the articles (Children in Wales, 2014).


	UNCRC ARTICLE 3 
The best interests of the child must be a top priority in all decisions and actions that affect children (UNCRC 1989). This article relates to the scenario as the practitioner has the best interest of the child to be able to speak. 

· Welsh Government (2015a) aim is to ensure children have the best possible start in life and children are treated with respect, this highlights the importance of the practitioner planning to support the child in the scenario. 

· UNICEF (1989) states in actions which concern all children, either undertaken by private or public institutions the best interests of the child should be the priority. 

· Additionally, Can and Inalhan (2017) believe children’s participation is an essential to a child’s active learning. Providing children with the right to express their opinion supports their development (Can and Inalhan 2017). Referring back to the scenario, this highlights the importance of supporting the little girl to be able to speak so she is given the option to express her views though speech.

· Welsh Government (2020) states the new curriculums aim is for practitioners to support the development of learners and enables appropriate progression. Therefore, the practitioner in the scenario is supporting the little girl’s learning and progression by planning to help and support the development of her speech. 

· NHS (2019) states children who choose not to speak in certain situations are often described as selective mute. NHS (2019) explains co-operation from everyone involved in the child’s life to support this such as family and members of education is an important factor to seeing results. When referring to the scenario, this highlights the importance of the practitioner professionally communicating with the little girls’ parents.  

	UNCRC ARTICLE 31
Children have the right to rest, leisure and to engage in play and recreational activities which are appropriate for the age of the child. Children should be also be provided the option to participate freely in cultural life and arts (UNCRC 1989). The practitioner in the scenario has considered this right when observing the little girl while playing. 

· Welsh Government (2015b) explains that children should be given access to play, this can result in children forming relationships, build their confidence and cooperative with others. Additionally, Welsh Government (2015b) emphasises that play is an important tool for children to become self-aware and learn social behaviour rules. Relating back to the scenario, the practitioner has observed the little girl while playing and noticed she does not speak to others.  

· NAEYC (2017) explain play is an important element of children’s development and learning. Practitioners should use play as a tool in which children can learn in conceptual rich ways to build relationships with others (NAEYC 2017). The practitioner has used play to provide the little girl with the opportunity to speak and build relationships with other children in the scenario. 

· Likewise, Pizzolongo (2014) describes play as an important vehicle for children’s development and play provides children with a learning tool where they can explore and learn.  

· Welsh Government (2015a) state play is one of the fundamental part of children’s learning, explaining that the Welsh Government places large value of the importance of play within the classroom and within the home. Additionally, Welsh Government (2015b) believe play is essential for children’s growth, social, emotional, and physical development. 

· Maria Montessori’s view on play is that children should be given the opportunity to play and be given choices to play with hands on items. This approach provides children with enthusiasm and a curiosity to learn (Learning Theories, 2017).

	Article 13
Freedom of expression. Every child must be free to express their thoughts and opinions and to access all kinds of information if it is within the law (UNCRC 1989). This right can be linked to the to the little girl in the scenario, this little girl has a right to share her opinions, express her thoughts and be given freedom of expression. The practitioner is aware of this right and is supporting the little girl with information needed to help her. 

· Unicef (2011) explains children should always be given the opportunity to be heard, children’s participation in schools, communities and in the family are important to support children. This highlights the importance of supporting the little girl to encourage speech in the scenario. 
· Welsh Government (2020) explain the new curriculum includes children being able to communicate effectively in different forms and settings using the English and Welsh language. The role of the practitioner in this scenario displays this expectation, the practitioner is planning to support the little girl to be able to communicate effectively in line with the new curriculum.
· Welsh Government (2017) state the foundation phase profile Handbook: a tool practitioners in Wales use to observe which includes expectations of children’s speech. Including, children talking and reading, sharing ideas out loud and using expressive language. Again, this relates back to why the practitioner is supporting the little girl.

· Mindful presenter (2020) states the importance of children being able to speak in a school environment. By speaking confidently in public, it could boost a child’s self-esteem, increase children’s critical thinking and help children be more comfortable around others. This highlights how important children’s thoughts and expressions are and why they should be shared. Referring back to the scenario, the practitioner is providing the little girl to support needed to encourage the little girls’ social connections and be given the chance to be heard. 


	Article 16
Every child has the right to privacy. The law should protect the child’s private, family and home life, including protecting children from unlawful attacks that harm their reputation (UNCRC 1989). The practitioner in this scenario must comply with the little girl’s privacy and follow the school’s private policy. 

· Gov (2018) states schools should meet the general data protection regulation when handling personal data. Schools staff should all follow policies and process data appropriately. 
· Welsh Government (2018) explains in the privacy notice all information received from schools is controlled 
and managed appropriately and complies with public interest.
· It is important that when sharing information of the little girl in the scenario, the practitioner complies with every school policy when sharing with staff and parents. Plymouth Elementary School (2020) state policies in school are essential to keep children’s privacy safe. Policies define rules, regulations and help a school run safety. All practitioners should always adhere policies .  
· Gov.UK (no date) states information should be used responsibly, kept for no longer than necessary, keep away so it ensures security and kept up to date. Practitioners should always comply with these principles when sharing information on a child.
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