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A summary of own learning and development.

[bookmark: _GoBack]I decided to carry out my placement at The Priory Learning Centre were I hold a new role as a Learning Support Assistant and also a Trainee Youth Worker. I had only been in my new position for four weeks before I began my placement so everything was very new for me. As I became a member of The Priory Learning Centre which is under the umbrella of the Pembrokeshire Learning Centre. Pembrokeshire Learning Centre (PLC) is a Pupil Referral Unit and Anxious and Phobic Provision managed by Pembrokeshire County Council that provides behavioural, emotional and social challenges for children and young people as every child has the right to an education  http://www.unicef.org.uk/rights-respecting-schools/about-the-award/introducing-united-nations-convention-rights-child/ As I became a member of the Priory Learning Centre I had the chance to participate in a lot of different courses that were on offer. There were many internal courses that I attended which would allow me to carry out my role professionally, one included the programs they used within the classroom one of these was the IDEA programme. The Inspiring Digital Company Award, known as IDEA, is an international programme that is free to help you improve technology, business, and employability skills, It also showed the young people how to use the internet in a safe and secure way. https://idea.org.uk/  I also went on the level 3 safeguarding course. As I took part in these courses, I began to develop my own learning, building on the knowledge I had already gained while studying to achieve my youth work degree. Pembrokeshire Learning Centre work quite closely with St Johns Ambulance who offer various courses and training which works well with teenagers. I am also a member of St Johns Cadets outside of school just in a supporting role so I have many opportunities with them to gain experience and knowledge. During this time, I have completed an introductory to first aid course and have recently completed the Basic First Aid which is a massive achievement for myself as that’s one thing I’ve always shied away from as it makes me nervous and anxious. During my time in the Priory Learning Centre I have completed the ASIST – Applied Suicide Intervention Skills Training. Applied Suicide Prevention Skills Training (ASIST) is an immersive two-day workshop on first aid suicide, and more. ASIST helps participants to identify when someone may have suicidal thoughts and work with them to develop a plan to ensure their immediate health. I am continuing to learn and develop my training and knowledge. I am going to be enrolling on to the next available ELSA training (Emotional Literacy Support Assistant). The Emotional Literacy Support Assistant (ELSA) initiative was developed to develop school capacity from within its own resources to meet the emotional needs of its pupils. It acknowledges that children and young people do better and are happier at school if they also discuss their emotional needs. https://psychologyfirst.co.uk/our-services/elsa-training-and-supervision/#   I have had to deal with some very sensitive situations while on placement (see reflective account 1) but have remained professional throughout and I have learned that in extreme, difficult and demanding circumstances I remain calm.  I have formed some positive relationships with the young people in the class. During my placement, I learned a lot, it made me realise that I have the qualities that a youth worker needs, including the ability to build positive relationships, engage with young people, show respect and understanding of what they say, and help young people to use their own opinions. https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/every-child-matters 
