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Many children nowadays are experiencing poverty within their lives and are unable to get out of a continuous cycle, this can be due to many different factors. Poverty is described as ‘lacking enough resources to provide the necessities of life’ (World Vision, 2021). Poverty can affect children as they will rely on their parents or guardians to provide for them and look after them. However, without the correct resource's parents can struggle to provide for their families. Statistics show that 75% of children who are currently living in poverty in the UK have at most one parent who has a job (CPAG, 2021). This is an issue as it makes it harder for some families to come back from living in poverty, low income in a household can lead to lack of education, unsuitable living conditions and jeopardise the health and safety of individuals, and much more. Poverty in the UK holds a large financial burden over our public services at a cost, there is an estimated amount of £860 million that is spent on our health services in the UK (Glen et al 2008). 
It is important that children receive the correct support, whether that be from parents or public organisations. Without this, the overall safety and wellbeing of a child could be in danger. There are many different organisations that are specifically designed to help families who struggle with caring for their children and would benefit from extra assistance. They offer support to those in need, as well as educating parents or guardians and even the children. Those involved in the organisations also play a key role in the prevention of child neglect and sometimes even abuse. Educators working in these organisations act as a lifeline for children in need, their support is what helps children and youths overcome any issues that they are facing (Child Welfare Information Gateway, 2018). An example of an organisation that is designed to help young people who are living in poverty within the UK would be Action for Children. This charity was created in 1994 with the goal of helping to support children, young people and their families who are in need of help. This organisation works closely with local authorities throughout the UK. Their partnerships allow them to raise any serious concerns that they witness or suspect to the police, allowing them to intervene for the safety of the child (Action for Children). According to statistics from the Action for Children website, a child is more likely to experience a childhood of poverty if their household income is 60% lower than the UK average within a year. Currently, 31% of children who are living in the UK are living in poverty (Action for Children, 2021). Education is one of the main factors that can determine the success or failure of a child or young person's future. Without the correct resources, young people who live in poverty are at a disadvantage comparted to those who are from affluent families. As well as a lack of resources, living in poverty can also affect a young person's mental health. This can rub off during their time in the education system, causing a lack of motivation to succeed within young people. Often this is what stops them from achieving their goals in full time education, to then move onto future work. Research shows that living in poverty has an impact on 65% of young people's mental health (Reason Digital, 2019). Another factor that can affect a young person's education would be constant moving. Constant moving is something that many families will experience when living in poverty, this can be caused my several different circumstances. Frequent moving can cause families to end up living in unsuitable living conditions as the move would happen quickly, rather than taking the time in finding a location suitable for the family's needs (Donovan, 2020). Having unstable housing can be very destructive for a young person in education as moving from school to school makes it harder for them to settle in and adjust to their surroundings, this will often show in their schoolwork. This also relates to the impact on a child's mental health and wellbeing. Encouraging positive attitudes is the first step to improving a child's education as encouragement and support will guide them to succeed. As well as this, schools who offer resources such as letting students borrow school property laptops, this can help children in need massively improve their learning as it gives them the same chances as other students (Parrett et al 2016). 
This leads on to the topic of chaotic lifestyles. Growing up in a home that has no structure can leave a child lost and sometimes looking after themselves and other siblings from a young age. Chaotic lifestyles are more common within families who receive low income compared to affluent families (Marsh et al 2020). Due to this, it's common for many young people living in poverty to grow up with parents who have alcohol and drug misuse problems. Poverty is not always the cause of people developing a drug and alcohol addiction, there are many different factors that lead to this. An individual who is living in poverty can experience high levels of stress from the lack of stability in their lives. Stress is a high factor that can subsidize to substance misuse, drugs and alcohol are seen and used as an escape from their reality and the worries that they have. Addiction can be a vicious cycle that is hard to pull yourself out of. It can lower your self-esteem and can cause depression, leading to the continuing use of the substances (Joseph, 2018). Parents who develop a drug or alcohol addiction are not suitable to properly care for a child or young person. Often, children will follow in their guardians' footsteps as it is what is considered normal for them after enduring this behaviour within the household for a long period of time. As well as this, young people can also turn to antisocial behaviour as an effect of their homelife. It's often that children can lack discipline or even attention from parents, these are both factors that can cause and individual to act up or out of character. There are several different environmental effects that can cause antisocial behaviour amongst young people. Built up anger can accumulate fury and violence within a child, which can lead to them carrying out unacceptable behaviour. Young people will also copy from those around them. Living in low-income areas increases the risk of living in an area with high crime rates as housing is more affordable. Due to this, young people could turn to gangs to carry out antisocial behaviour. You will often find that children escape their home life by being out on the streets with others, even if it involves criminal behaviour (Michael et al no date given). Children are led by example. Once they find themselves in a social click, they will often stay there. This is where reoffending becomes an issue. An estimated number of 24,500 young people were arrested for criminal behaviour. From this number, 38.5% reoffended within a year of being released from custody. Those who did reoffend have a median of 3.95 reoffences per person. The lowest percentage recoded before the year 2018 was 2008, with the reoffending rates in youths at a figure of 37.7%. Statistics also show that reoffending rates peaked in 2014 with a rate of over 40% (Ministry of Justice, 2021).          


Antisocial behaviour takes a massive toll on our public services. It is estimated that the total spending from our police force and the criminal justice system is between £1.06 billion and £4.16 billion for related crime issues caused by poverty (Bramley et al 2008). It is our police force’s job to ensure safety in communities, this is made harder when there is a high level of criminal behaviour taking place in an area. Antisocial behaviour is labelled disruptive and is a big issue that our police force currently faces. To help tackle the issue of antisocial behaviour, police have been working closely with organisations so target specific areas where crime rates are much higher than others. To do this, police are collecting data from other piers or previous reports they may have, as well as working alongside the community. This allows the force to pinpoint hot spots for antisocial behaviour, they will closely monitor the area to gather more in-depth knowledge of the issues at hand. In order to tackle the issue, measures will be made to combat the issue and data will be gathered regularly (Home Office, 2004). One way that antisocial behaviour is minimalised in communities is the opening of youth clubs. Youth clubs offer a safe haven for young people by keeping them off the streets during their free time. In these youth clubs, you will find activities such as sports being played or even just providing a space to hang out with friends. These youth clubs give children opportunities to develop hobbies, meet new people and keep them away from criminal behaviour (King. 2021). Youth clubs are often completed by volunteers who want to make a positive impact on young people's lives, many of the clubs are also funded for by the councils. Statistics show that between the years of 2014 – 2015 councils spent £622 million funding youth clubs in England. However, compared to the years 2017-2018, £412 million was spent on youth clubs. Due to funding dropping, more and more youth clubs are having to close their doors across the country (BBC, 2018). An act created in 1998 involved tackling the issue of criminal behaviour, this is called the Crime and Disorder act 1998. The act was created to reform the youth justice system to clamp down on antisocial behaviour (The Guardian, 2009). Looking into this act in more detail, section 17 of the act explains that police must do everything they can in order to avoid crime and disorder in certain areas. This can put pressure on the service as many areas would need to be monitored at closely (Welsh Assembly Government, 2008). 
Something that has always separated wealthy people from low-income households is social class. These are split into three different classes: lower class, middle class and upper class. The idea of having these classes was to separate our society. These terms of social class were often used many years ago to describe an individual's lifestyle. However, many now argue that in our 21st century Britain, class is so longer necessary. Even though these stereotypes of class are frowned upon by some, it is still used to separate our society. Various factors such as your household income, education and what job you have can all be reasons to determine an individual's social class (Robson, 2016). Being in the lower social class is often due to poverty as families will struggle to provide for themselves, this can lead to those living in more deprived areas being the ones associated with lower class. Even though deprived areas are not caused by those in poverty, it does not help them escape poverty either. Living in a deprived area will limit your chances of securing a good stable job in the future as there would be no opportunities on offer. Children will also suffer in school if there is a lack of funding for their school. These factors are what can limit opportunities to escape poverty (Greenwood. 2020). 
From this research, it can be justified that poverty is very much still a big issue that effects our public services and those who have to endure poverty. Although it would be nearly impossible to bring every household out of poverty, there are things that can be done to help them. Long term solutions must be made. One way this can be done is by offering those who are living in poverty stable tenancies. This will allow families to have a much more balanced and calmer life, also giving them a sense of security and hope. Another action that can be taken is to bring communities back together, seeing a reopening of youth clubs and social centres will tackle the issue of crime related to poverty. Schools could receive more funding from our governments to assure children and young people are getting the correct education. Furthermore, ensuring that children from low-income households achieve high levels of qualifications in school. Having good qualifications is the first steppingstone to succeeding in life, securing a decent job will open doors for individuals in their future. Schools should also strive to improve their student's confidence levels so they will be more open to accepting new challenges in their future. In addition to this, creating more job opportunities for people would also see a rise in household income. This can benefit individual's greatly as it will lead to people staying in the local area. Creating more jobs will also boost the economy in a community, making families want to stay in the area, from here the once known as a deprived area has the opportunity to flourish (Concern Worldwide, 2020). Not only is it important for change in our society right now, but it will also benefit our future generations. Giving them security in their environment to fulfil a happy and memorable life. 
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