


Task 1
The first meeting between the client and solicitor reveals the details about what the client needs consultation with the solicitor. However, the solicitor should also have some prior information about the client before taking the first meeting. This is necessary to ensure that the solicitor can take the client meeting because in some circumstances the solicitor should not even take the meeting with the client; for instance, in the event of conflict of interests or in the event of anti-money laundering regulations. The SRA Code of Conduct provides the important principles that are to be taken into account by the solicitor before agreeing to meet with the client.[footnoteRef:2] Apart from the general information about the client, including their names and the purpose for which they wish to meet the solicitor, there are other pieces of information required from the client. Two of the most important points of consideration are avoidance of conflict of interest and anti-money laundering regulations. The SRA Code of Conduct requires that the solicitor should avoid any potential for conflict of interest (paragraph 6.2). Thus, the background information about the client is needed to ensure that the potential client is not someone who would pose a potential conflict of interest with existing client because SRA Code of Conduct, regulation 6.5, provides that the solicitor should not act for a client in a matter where their interest is adverse to the interest of another current or former client. The background information is also needed for ensuring that the client is not a vulnerable person because in that case the client will need support to be able to access the solicitor services. Principle 5 of the SRA Code of Conduct requires that the solicitor provides a proper standard of service to clients. Therefore, the solicitor should not take a client who will not be able to fund their case or need the support that the solicitor is not able to provide. Client background information is also needed to assess whether there is any issue with regard to anti-money laundering regulations.  [2:  Clark D Cunningham, ‘What do clients want from their lawyers’ (2013) J. Disp. Resol. 143.] 

Task 2
In this situation, the kind of meeting that the solicitor should take with the client is a meeting that does not involve a third party. This is in line with the Society of Trust and Estate Practitioners Code (‘STEP code’), which is applicable to cases that involve will preparation and will related aspects. In this case, the Client has clarified that they are seeking advice concerning a Contested Wills and Estate matter. A solitary meeting with the client will be preferred because this would allow the solicitor to get the client to speak openly with the solicitor. This would also be necessary for assessing the capacity of the client as well as ensuring that there is no potential for undue influence through the interference of a third party. In this case, the solicitor should also speak to the client about the expenses of the case and the likely outcomes that the client can expect from the case. This information should be shared with the client in the meeting so that the relevant options can be presented to them regarding the funding of the case.
Task 3
The letter to the client contains the options about the funding options available to the client in this case along with the benefits of the methods so that the client can choose from amongst the different options. These options available to the client are: deferred payment plan (DPP), Conditional Fee Agreement (CFA), Damages Based Agreement (DBA), and litigation funding. The DPP option can be particularly useful in the case of probate or trust issues where the client may not have ready funds at the start of the process but may have funds when the proceeds are realised or the outcomes achieved. Thus, the benefits of the DPP are that the client who does not have ready funds can still have access to services and pay to the solicitor when the funds are realised. The option of CFA can allow the client to have the advantage of a method where the solicitor does not charge him any fee or charges him a reduced fee if the case is not successful. The solicitor will still have the benefit of a fee if the client’s case is successful.[footnoteRef:3] Thus, the client is required to pay the solicitor only when the case is successful otherwise not. The option of DBA is also similar to CFA in the sense that the client does not have to pay any fee to the solicitor unless the case is successful. However, it is different in the sense that in this case, the solicitor and the client agree on the percentage of the damages to be taken if the outcomes are positive for the client. In this funding option, the client does not pay the fee but takes a percentage of the money outcomes.[footnoteRef:4] Finally, litigation funding is an option that is available to the client in this case because this option allows the client to not have to pay immediately to the solicitor from his own funds but rather have a professional investor fund the costs of litigation.[footnoteRef:5] The investor has the option of a share in the proceeds if the outcome for the client is positive in the case. This option also applies in cases where the outcomes are in the nature of damages or some other money outcomes. Therefore, this option can be applied in this case since the case involves an estate related matter. The client has a benefit in taking this option because the obligation to pay the investor arises only if the client has a money outcome. On the other hand, if the client does not have a money outcome, then the client does not have any obligation to pay to the investor. [3:  Fallon Turner, ‘Options for transferring litigation risk’ () Journal of the British Insurance Lawyers Association 66.]  [4:  Ibid.]  [5:  Ibid.] 
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