Character Dossier: Eumenes II
[bookmark: _Hlk505769622]I am basing my character on Eumenes II (also called Sotar), son of Attalus I, living in the city state of Pergamon, set just outside the edge of the Seleucid Empire near to the coast (an area which was to later become Turkey). It is 225BC, I am a part of the Pergamese royal family as the eldest son (of 4), of Attalus I and Apollonis and my primary role in the government of this area is to command the military to help stop the Seleucids from attacking us. My brother, Attalus II, works together well with me[footnoteRef:1] working as a diplomatic negotiator to help deal with the vulnerability of our position.  [1:  Poly. Hist. XXII. 22] 

In 225 BC Pergamon is in a dangerous but nonetheless slightly powerful position, the immediate threat to us comes from a potential invasion force under Seleucus III,[footnoteRef:2] who may wish to subjugate Pergamon for breaking away from the Seleucid Empire some twenty years earlier.[footnoteRef:3] Our rich and fertile farmlands would be useful to another culture, especially due to multiple rivers flowing through the region,[footnoteRef:4] as would the royal treasury of former Macedonian King Lysimachus.[footnoteRef:5] Thus, our immediate aim is to secure the alliance of the various Greek Poleis to bolster our military capability and secure the river crossings to provide a safe area to inhabit and rule.[footnoteRef:6] Also, there is another immediate threat to us posed by the Macedonian Antigonids who want to take our land,[footnoteRef:7] since it is by rights theirs[footnoteRef:8] (because of Alexander and the secession). Therefore, our strategy is to prevent them from potentially crossing the Hellespont by having as strong a navy as we possibly can. To achieve this, a potential alliance of necessity with the Ptolemaic empire and its satrapies such as Cilicia will be attempted.[footnoteRef:9] Should this succeed we should have a navy strong enough to harass the Macedonians and prevent them from invading us. Moreover, by doing this we should also appease the Romans, in a way much like the real Eumenes II did, by helping them deal with the Macedonians.[footnoteRef:10] Although Rome is not necessarily allied with us immediately and there is no guarantee that they will help, I aim to base my actions on the real life Eumenes II by parlaying with them and securing their help.[footnoteRef:11] [2:  Hansen 1947. 41]  [3:  Boardman. 1992. 318]  [4:  Thonemann. 2013. 126]  [5:  Allen 1983. 14]  [6:  Stra. Geog. 13.4]  [7:  Berthold. 1975.150]  [8:  Erksine 2009. 164]  [9:  Hansen. 1947. 52]  [10:  Hansen 1947. 67]  [11:  Erksine 2009. 146] 

The main objective of the experiential element of this engagement is for the Pergamese to survive, at least until help can be sought, or bought as we are a wealthy polis.[footnoteRef:12] To achieve this, the character’s roles need to cover the primary requirements for success whilst keeping as closely as possible to the factual evidence available. [12:  Poly, Hist, XVIII. 19–27.] 

As a Pergamese royal family member, I aim to stick to the real life character of Eumenes II, however it should be noted that the real Eumenes was not yet born at this time, but for the benefit of this experience we will act as if he was. Therefore, during the process of developing this character, I aim to essentially follow the footsteps of Eumenes’ father Attalus, who aided Rome in their war against Macedon by using naval blockades, subjugated the Galatians and used diplomacy to secure the help of Greco poleis along the Anatolian coastline.[footnoteRef:13] [13:  Stra. Geog. 13.4] 


[bookmark: _GoBack]Eumenes II is extremely ambitious and a keen expansionist.[footnoteRef:14] Therefore his personality and beliefs will mainly revolve around the notion of living up the name ‘Soter’ by saving true Greek culture against Seleucid and Macedonian imperialism and he will be respected as such. The Attalid dynasty itself was known to be fairly popular amongst the people, as the Attalid Dynasty is admired for being a virtuous and wise family.[footnoteRef:15] Although as a large core of the Pergamese army consisted of Gallic mercenaries there may be trouble in this area,[footnoteRef:16] if I cannot pay them or they are difficult to manage logistically then they may revolt, so I need to act cautiously with finances. Eumenes is known for having mostly decent relations with the various other Greek Poleis along the Anatolian coastline, whom view him as a protector because of this. Also because of this it may be possible to harbour good relations with other factions like Bithynia and Pontus in an anti-Seleucid league. Because my father Attalus I had early dealings with Rome to ally against Macedon it will mean that I too will be able to have good relations with Rome.[footnoteRef:17] [14:  Poly. Hist. XXXII. 22]  [15:  Poly. Hist. XXII. 22]  [16:  Head. 1982. 26]  [17:  Thonemann. 2013. 141] 

Also because of his ardent support of Rome, Eumenes is gifted the lands off Phrygia, Lydia, Pisidia, Pamphylia, and parts of Lycia.[footnoteRef:18] Thus, because of this I will endeavour to support the Romans in any way I can and will ask for help from them as well as Ptolemy using diplomatic negotiations financing and trade as well as access to military technology and mercenaries. This will prove easier if we have control of the seas around Greece, if the support of Cilicia and Ptolemy is available to help build our navy. [18:  App. Syr. 39] 

A potential problem with this character is that the only real sources on him are, for the most part, pro-Roman such as is seen in Polybius[footnoteRef:19] because of this though, it gives some leeway as to my actions, since the sources for Eumenes are limited and I can realistically draw easily from other periods of Hellenic history. [19:  Poly. Hist. XX. 22] 

As I am in control of the military forces, my main responsibility will be initially to protect Pergamon itself from foreign invasion and eventually expand into Asia Minor. Thus, I will consolidate Pergamon’s position and take a fairly defensive stance initially until we can get a strong enough army, with logistical and financial support, to go on the offensive in Asia Minor. 
The Pergamese army itself had a small core of well trained and devastating cavalry,[footnoteRef:20] trained in a way similar to Alexander’s companion cavalry. with the remainder being mercenaries or lightly armed troops and hoplites from our protectorates[footnoteRef:21], as well as specialist archers from Crete[footnoteRef:22]. In battle I aim to fix the enemy centre with hoplites and mercenaries, then defeat the enemy’s cavalry with our heavy cavalry. Then ‘hammer and anvil’ the centre with the remainder of the cavalry. [20:  Evans. 2012. 15]  [21:  Stra. Geog. 13.4The ]  [22:  Head. 1982. 26] 
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