Part 1
In Iceland and various other countries, they regard outdoor play as a key influence in children’s lives. In the book Icelandic Teachers by Kristin Noradahl and Ingolfur Johannesson they outlined some indicative points from government papers which suggested outdoor play benefited children. Within the curriculum guidelines there is a big emphasis on outdoor learning giving children the chance to explore their natural world, and to encourage exercise and healthy living (Norodahl and Johannesson 2013). In Iceland there has been a big emphasis on outdoor learning for many years.  Children aged 1-6 have free range of play outside during school hours, whereas children from 6-16 are limited to outside play on lunch and breaks. Each teacher will aid and encourage learning outside, but this will vary depending on outside space and facilities. In Iceland it is indicative that teachers are using outdoor spaces for learning more frequently, in the capital city of Reyjkavik 70 % of schools state that outside space is used a lot more frequently for education. (Oladottir,2008).
Adapted from: Page 3 of 16 Noradahl, K. and Johannesson, I. (2014) ‘Icelandic teachers’ views of using the outdoors’ Education 3-13: International Journal of Primary, Elementary and Early Years Education. Vol 44, No. 4, September 2014, 391-406.

Part 2a 
This essay is written outlining the focus of Forest School. According to the Forest School Network they define Forest School as “an inspirational process that offers children, young people and adult’s regular opportunities to achieve and develop confidence and self-esteem though hands on learning experiences in a woodland environment” (Murray and O’Brien 2006). O’Brien and Murray suggest that children don’t get the same opportunity as their parents to explore the woodlands and outdoors, due to safety issues and there are plenty more indoor opportunities than previous (ibid). Research suggests if children don’t benefit from outdoor learning from a young age, they miss out on the opportunity later in life excluding them from physical and emotional benefits of access to nature (Thompson et al., 2004). The Welsh Government are now encouraging all schools to include Forest School into their curriculum especially foundation phase, indicating outdoor learning offers more variety of teaching than an indoor classroom (Welsh Assembly Government 2009).
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Part 2b
1. Plagiarism – It is highly important we avoid plagiarism as this can disprove credibility and lead to failed grades and/or exclusion. It is important that students work is of their own authenticity and by plagiarising work are not accentuating their skills and development, in turn tarnishing reputation. Often people plagiarise as a way of completing tasks in a fixed time frame, yet this is unlawful and could lead to sanctions from the university or governing body (Belludi 2021).

2. False – All references must be cited and in text references cited correctly. This includes books, journals, blogs, and websites. There should always be a reference list at the end, and this should be in alphabetical order. If you are linking an idea to a source that you have taken from a book or website than this must be cited and referenced correctly in the text. The text must include a short, simplified version of the citing with the reference list including a full citation of this (Citing references: Using quotes & paraphrases).

3. Wikipedia is regarded as a discreditable source to use for research on assignments. This is because users and writers of the articles can edit and use their own opinions to make up articles thus making them unreliable to the readers and often biased. It is also said to be unregulated, and proof of politicians and public favours erasing information to make themselves look more favourable (Should university students use Wikipedia? 2013). Wikipedia is only meant to be used as a starting point for research to gain an overview of the subject and not as an academic website to include in the assignment or end point. 

4. Create a separate paragraph to enter the quote, make sure you include indents in the paragraph, below where the quote has been entered leave space above and below. Before the quote is stated a colon should be entered. Longer quotes do not need enclosed quotation symbols as the text is to long to quote. The size of the text should be smaller by at least 2 sizes compared to the text of the assignment or paper (Referencing direct quotes in Harvard style 2022).

5. Identifying academic websites, books, and journals to carry out research on the subject studying. Researching credible websites for statistics and facts making sure they are current, credible, reliable and from a UK based source. Also need to distinguish and explore the differences between primary and secondary research as this can determine what websites and books we use and whether we base on opinions and questionnaires from others or primary research from originals. It is also important to have an achievable target and timeline set, possibly creating a plan and a deadline for each section to keep you on track (Abidi, 2018).  Five possible sources for academic writing could be newspapers, government statistic websites, books, surveys and journals.





Part 3
This article written by Emma Smith titled The Welsh journal of education.: "Schooled to Fail? The underachievement debate in Wales" outlines the concept that since the 1980s Welsh students have been “schooled to fail”. The article looks at the Welsh perspective and compares this to that of English schools and learners, analysing graphs and figures to support this evidence. The aim of this text is to give readers an insight into the debate about schooled to fail and provide evidence along with facts and statistics to support this. It also allows for comparisons with other countries considering social class, ethnicity, and language as a contributing factor towards the debating topic.
The main findings within this argument are the debate surrounding Welsh learners and comparisons between that of the Welsh education and of other countries and backgrounds and presents itself with the age-old question are the Welsh students being schooled to fail? The article findings suggests that as we are moving through the years, we are being educated in a way that is less likely to of been schooled but more surrounding ethnicity language and gender pay gaps alongside social status and economical status.  Professor Chris Taylor a Research Director at Cardiff University suggests that due to research findings and results it indicates we are no longer being schooled to fail and quotes "Just as the original 'schooled to fail' argument was criticised for not making fair and equivalent comparisons between the achievements of pupils in Wales and England so too can similar criticisms be made of the current crisis account," he will say (Schooled to fail? 2013). 
The Author’s purpose was to put forward both sides of the debate and support these with statistical figures and facts alongside illustrations. The article appears to be informative and relevant with academic statistics and reliable sources being included this makes the article appear credible and a well-researched document including counter arguments and suggestions from the other sides. The article includes a variety of different references alongside primary and secondary research suggesting that the author spent an extensive amount of time gathering evidence to write the article.
The Paragraphs amongst this journal are set out to outline the key topic and points and have statistics and figures referenced to further support these. I feel like Emma outlined her argument explained why her reasons were important and valid to the subject being discussed. Her paragraphs also contained links to the next paragraph making it a smooth transition for the reader and a clear indicative of the paragraph topic. There was good use of paragraphs however for an even easier read and transition I did feel that these could have been shortened slightly or the introduction of bullet points could have been used for a more visual read. Graphs and statistics were very visual, and these were also explained which made for easy reading.
I felt the language of this article was easy to follow and suited the intended audience as it was written academically but from an expert perspective. The style was mainly formal, and this allowed for the insertion of lots of facts and academic evidence alongside tables graphs and statistics. I did feel that the graphs were a little wordy on times and not very visual to read off the results and felt this could have been explained more in the language and text. There was an element of subjective language as Emma give some arguments for and against the topic of question this allowed for an element of debate and a more extensive look into different societies and cultures keeping the reader interested.
The Evidence included in the article gives evidence and figures supporting the argument. Emma however does supply counter arguments. For example, a table is included which looks at gender pay gaps in Wales compared with the Northeast and the UK. And suggests that we shouldn’t just be looking at the economical side of it but also the size of the population of the comparing countries suggesting that this is not a fair argument. The article also looks at gender and how there is little evidence to suggest one gender is doing better than the other gender since the early 1990’s – this is supported by a graph in the article 7.1, 7.7 also suggests that over the years the gap between the two has closed quite dramatically. Social and economical status is also analysed by region (table 7.8) and the average gross weekly earnings (7.9), suggesting low class pupils do still under achieve compared to middle class (Gorard, Lewis, J., & Smith, E. (2004). 
In conclusion I feel this is a very well written academic document. There is a lot of supporting evidence for her research and she has referenced everything correctly and in its entirety. I feel that she has used counter arguments to allow for more interesting reading. I recommend the tables that are included in the article be more visually friendly to allow for an easier read. The article was always relating back to the subject in question and the evidence range was extensive, academic, and reliable.
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