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	[bookmark: cysill]Targed/Target 1
	To develop the use of strong academic sources to support academic writing.

	Targed/Target 2
	To develop critical thinking.

	Targed/Target 3
	To arrange a tutorial to work on the above.



Introduction
The video I have chosen for my observation is the fourth video where the learning environment is a focus task and the research question that I am going to be looking at is “To what extent does a focus group provide opportunities for pupil involvement and learning?”. I chose this video and research question because I feel I can draw upon my previous knowledge as I have carried out focus tasks and observed children in a focus task during my PTE1 as well as during my volunteering in a primary school before I got accepted onto the BA Ed course. There are four reception learners in this video and the topic they are working on is Mathematics. The strand that this lesson is based on is using geometry and data skills as they are working on shapes and sorting. The children are expected to sort and classify 2D and 3D shapes and whilst they do this, I am going to be observing the pupil involvement and learning based on the Leuven Scale, keeping each child anonymous (Hwb.gov.wales, 2015).

Literature Review
Foundation phase pedagogy is the method and practice of teaching children within the foundation phase. It encompasses teaching styles, theories, feedback and assessment. The foundation phase pedagogy has been influenced by many theorists, one being Lev Vygotsky who believed that play and speech development are important factors in the learning process (SimplyPsychology, 2020). Vygotsky also believed that by social interaction and communication with adults and knowledgeable peers, children can achieve higher levels of understanding than they would independently (Amory, 2018). Another theorist that had a large influence on the foundation phase was Tina Bruce as she believed in a holistic approach to learning which focuses on creativity, play and first-hand experiences (Durand, 2020). Bruce’s theory is supported by John Dewey and Friedrich Froebel as they believed that humans learn through both play and a hands-on approach (Ellington, 2020).
A form of learning that can incorporate social interaction, creativity, play, experiences and a hands-on approach is focus tasks. In a foundation phase setting, a focus task could be either teacher led, or pupil led, depending on the maturity and age of the children in the class. Although Froebel believed in play and active learning, he also believed that education should have a carefully planned curriculum that offers structured teacher-directed activities (Hwb.gov, 2020). On the other hand, Jerome Bruner believed that the most effective way for children to learn is by discovering it themselves rather than be told it by the teacher (SimplyPsychology, 2020). Therefore, taking a constructivist approach, Bruner believed in pupil-led learning. 
In the video I have chosen to observe, the focus task is teacher directed possibly because the children are in reception and therefore may not be mature enough to work without an adult. However, Maria Montessori emphasised the importance of independence within the early years (ResearchGate, 2020). This doesn’t mean she believed the teacher was unnecessary but rather the teacher should provide the structured environment which allows children to be independent and to discover things by themselves, much like Bruner’s beliefs (McCarthy, 2020). The video also encompasses a practical approach to learning as children are asked to sort 2D and 3D shapes which allows them to experience touching 2D and 3D shapes. This sensory experience is beneficial to children’s learning as it helps to build nerve connections to the brain which overall improves the cognitive growth of the child. It also encourages children to develop fine and gross motor skills as well as develop their speech and language through engaging with their environment (Homan, 2020). During my PTE1, I took a sensory approach with my learners by having them sort materials by their properties, using the sensory items I had brought in (See appendix 1). This approach is supported by Bruner and Susan Isaacs as they both recognised the importance of children being able to move and handle a variety of objects to facilitate both imaginative play and real practical problem solving (Susan Isaacs on Play., 2020).

Methodology
[bookmark: _Hlk40182254]It is essential that, as practitioners, we can understand child development, needs of children and what they are currently able to do. By observing children carefully and noting their progress, practitioners can plan a more appropriate curriculum that supports children’s development according to individual needs (Hwb.gov.wales, 2020).
The Leuven Scale is a five-point form of assessment that was developed by Ferre Laevers and his team at Leuven University to allow childcare practitioners to measure children’s emotional well-being and involvement in learning. Laevers believed that these were two vital components of learning, development and progress in children (Laevers, 1995). When observing the video, I used the Leuven Scale to help me measure the pupil involvement and learning for each of the four children. This was useful to me in my observation as it gave me a scale to measure the children against to allow me to identify how involved each child was individually (Laevers, F., 1997). However, the Leuven Scale doesn’t take into consideration children that know the answer but are too shy to verbally demonstrate this therefore a child could be engaged in their own way but according to the Leuven Scale they are not involved (Arnerich, 2018).
When planning my observation, I looked at examples of observation schedules and identified the strengths and weaknesses of each. From doing this, I was able to create my own observation schedule (See appendix 2) that incorporated the main points that I thought were the most essential. I also took ethics into consideration, ensuring everything was anonymous and confidential throughout. I chose to observe the fourth video because I have experience of doing a sorting activity within focus groups from my PTE1 and this made It more interesting to observe as I could draw upon my previous experience of how involved each pupil was in my focus groups during placement. Another reason I chose this video is because the age group is reception and I throughout my volunteering and placement I have never had the chance to teach this year group therefore felt it would be beneficial for my practice to see how the teacher interacts with them and engages them in the activity. 
If I was to do this in an ordinary classroom observation, I would have planned the observation by getting a consent form filled in by both the headteacher and the class teacher. I would have also spoken to the class teacher and the teaching assistant briefly to ensure they know what it is I’m observing and to ask what methods they use for classroom management as this would be the focus of my research question. 

Discussion and Findings
Ethics are moral principles that determine a person’s behaviour or the conducting of an activity. Ethical decisions are usually choices related to the balance between benefit and risk. These choices are guided by:
· Ethical guidelines
· Ethics committees
· Ethics approval processes
(Ethical Guidelines for Educational Research, fourth edition (2018), 2020)
[bookmark: _Hlk40186368]Research ethics have become a central issue in educational research and research cannot be conducted without due regard to ethics. In order to manage and approve research ethics protocols, regulatory frameworks and bodies have been established.  Therefore, educators need to be aware of their responsibilities as researchers such as gaining consent and assent, maintaining confidentiality and anonymity, the anonymisation of data and the methods of research. E.g. Qualitative and quantitative data (Ramrathan, Labby & Le Grange, Lesley & Higgs, Philip. 2017, p. 403).
Getting consent and assent is important when researching as it is a voluntary agreement to participate in the research. This can be presented by having a form that is signed but it is also a process whereby the subject understands the research and its’ risks. Therefore, informed consent is essential before starting any research. Assent is particularly important for educators as it is the term used to express willingness to participate in research by people that are too young to give consent and as educators often work with young people and children, it is important that subjects understand the proposed research in general, risks and benefits and activities that are expected of them even if they are too young to give legal consent. 
Maintaining confidentiality and anonymity is detrimental when carrying out research as participants have the right to privacy. This can be achieved through ensuring you are not disclosing any information from a participant in any way that might identify that individual or allow them to be traced. The anonymisation of data is also crucial when doing research with participants and this can be done by not collecting identifying information for your participants. This might mean the names are changed, identifying information is removed, substituted or generalised. 
Empirical research can be conducted and analysed using quantitative and/or qualitative methods. Quantitative is used to gather information through numerical data whereas qualitative is used to gather non-numerical data. Researchers can combine both qualitative and quantitative elements in a mixed-method approach (Gov. 2020). This approach can improve research by ensuring that the limitations of one type of data are balanced by the strengths of another. This will ensure that understanding is improved by integrating different ways of knowing (Combine qualitative and quantitative data, 2020). 
Accepted ways of being ethical could be providing an information sheet to participants to explain what the purpose of the research is and what is expected of them as subjects. It could also be through providing a consent form if the person is old enough to give their legal consent. However, ethical implications include informed consent as this protects participants autonomy, Beneficence to ensure the welfare of the participants and the skill of the researcher to ensure validity and reliability of the research collected (Marianna, 2020).
Four research dispositions that every researcher should consider are:
1. Being sceptical
2. Being ethical
3. Being a skilled researcher
4. Being part of an inquiring profession
My findings of my research are that most of the children’s engagement improved as the task went on (See Appendix 3) and engagement was also shown through pointing from some children rather than by answering questions or by talking to their partner. I also found that encouragement from the teacher improved the children’s engagement, particularly for child C. 
Conclusion
In conclusion, after observing the video it is clear that the Leuven Scale allows you to measure how activity engaged and involved each pupil is and this contributes to how each pupil is learning. This allows the teacher to perhaps identify which method of teaching each child learns most effectively by which can overall improve the learning of the children. 
I believe that I have learnt how to use the Leuven Scale effectively in an observation through use of my observation schedule as I ensured that it included a timescale which enabled me to recognise when each child was the most and least involved in the lesson. I also included the context of the lesson and a reminder of the 5 criteria of the Leuven Scale that I was measuring the children against as a reminder to myself. As this was my first observation using the Leuven Scale, I used a small sample to ensure I get accurate data and to make the task easier to observe. I also included the average, room for additional comments and kept everything anonymous to protect the children. However, one weakness of my observation schedule is I did not make use of the Leuven Scale for well-being and therefore in the future I will aim to do this and perhaps even compare the Leuven scale for involvement results with the Leuven scale for wellbeing results. 
Through conducting research, I have learnt how to be sceptical by questioning whether the information I am reading is biased or stereotypical or if the information is just an assumption or belief of the writer. This will ensure the information I am using in my practice is reliable and trustworthy. I have also learnt how to be ethical in my practice by considering and obliging by consent, assent, confidentiality, anonymity and the anonymisation of data. This is detrimental for teachers to understand as it will ensure each child is protected and cannot be identified, I have also looked at accepted ways of being ethical as well as ethical implications that I could come across in my future career. Throughout this module, I have learnt how to be a skilled researcher by looking into empirically based and theoretically based literature, allowing me to identify the type of data I am using such as qualitative and quantitative. Whilst researching this, I became aware of the mixed-method approach and learnt how research can be conducted and analysed using both qualitative and quantitative methods. This is a skill that will be beneficial in my practice as the data I collect will be accurate and reliable allowing me to have a greater understanding of the results. I have also learnt how to make my reading more critical when conducting research and how to be selective with the information I use and by being part of an inquiring profession I intend on regularly reflecting on my own performance. The research question I would like to look at is:
To what extent does classroom management affect pupil performance?
I have chosen this question because in my PTE1, I identified that one of my targets for the future is to improve my classroom management skills. When I was in placement, I used the classroom management techniques that the class teacher was using, however both myself and the class teacher recognise that methods that work for some teachers may not work for others. Therefore, I would like to trial some classroom management methods in order to see which ones are effective in my classroom and hopefully this research question will assist me in doing this. 
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Iobservation Schedule
Name of Observer:
Date:
Time:
Focus Question: To what extent does classroom management affect pupil performance?
Observation: Involvement

Context:

1. Extremely low — Activity is simple, repetitive and passive. The child seems absent
and displays no energy. They may stare into space or look around to see what others
are doing.

2. Low~ Frequently interrupted activity. The child will be engaged in the activity for
Some of the time they are observed, but there will be moments of non-activity when
they willstare into space or be distracted by what s going on.

3. Moderate - Mainly continuous activity. The child is busy with the activity but at a
routine level and there are few signs of real involvement.

4. High— Continuous activity with intense moments, The child's activity always has
intense moments and they seem involved. They are not easily distracted.

5. Extremely high  The child shows continuous and intense activity revealing the
greatest involvement. They are concentrated, creative, energetic and persistent
throughout nearly all the observed period.

10 minutes 20 minutes 30 minutes Average

Child A
Child B
Child ¢

Additional Comments;
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bservation Schedule had put on the loor. This pusi does not verbally el th teacher that they are engaged but

Name of Observer: Jessica Ann Milford
Date: 30/04/2020
Time: 10am

Focus Question: To what extent does a focus group provide opporturities for pupil
involvement and learning?

Observati

upil Involvement and Learning

contey

ocus task with 4 reception pupils, maths, sorting 2D and 3D shapes.

1. Extremely low — Activiy is smple, repetitive and passive. The child seems absent
and displays no energy. They may stare Inco space or look around to see what others
are doing.

2. Low — Frequently interrupted activity. The child will be engaged in the actviy for
Some of the time they are observed, but there wil be moments of non-activty when
they will stare ino space or be distracted by what is going on.

3. Moderate — Mainly continuous actty. The chld is busy with the activity but ata
foutine level and there are few signs o real involvement.

4. High— Continuous activity with intense moments. The child’s activity always has
intense moments and they seem involved. They are not easilydistracted.

5. Extremely high — The child shows continuous and intense activity revealing the
greatest involvement They are concentrated, creative, energetic and persistent
throughout neariy il the observed period.

Tminute Zminutes S minutes Average
5 5 @ 5
5 5 5 5
3 4 5 4
ry s s s

‘Additional Comments:

During the introduction, chd A, B and D are focused, giving eye contact to the teacher and
verballyshowing her that they are engaged. Howiever, during this part of the observation
Child Cs slighty withdrawn and then begins to idget with the resources that the teacher

Page 10f2 siswords [

Goes nod their head. CHild A and B aise their hand to ansuier each question wheress child C
and D do not, however they do show interest by listening to and watching the other
children. The teacher recognises that child Cis not engaged by saying thelr name before.
encouraging them to talk to their partners.

‘Wnilst wortking in groups, all chidren seemed engaged as they were holding the shapes
trying o figure out where they go. Child A and B did not support each other as much as chld
‘Cand D. Child C looked to their partner for support throughou ths task. Child C did not talk
3t any point during ths task but did point to where they thought the shapes should go.

Wnen the group were checking ifthey wiere right, th teacher again recognised that chld C
was 2 bit disengaged and therefore said their name to answer a question. Chld C was able.
t0 conerently and accurately answier the question showing more engagement that they had
previously shown. Child B seemed extremely engaged as they put their hand up t0 answer
‘every question throughout tis session. Allchildren seemed extremely engaged at the end
of the lesson as they gave themselves a big ‘whoost, including child C.
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