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[bookmark: _Toc119013067]Introduction
This paper will examine the concept of policing by consent and the importance it has upon the police service. It will discuss losing the consent of the public and any results of a loss of consent as well as challenge the relevance of the policing by consent idea on modern-day policing. In addition, what influences has the idea had upon the service in the past and how will it influence it in the future.
[bookmark: _Toc119013068]What is Policing By Consent?
Policing by consent is almost as old as the British police service itself and stems from some of the original British policing philosophies. In 1829, Sir Robert Peel got the Metropolitan Police Act passed which formed the creation of one of the first modern structured Police Services (Johnson, No Date). Following the act that permanently appointed paid constables was the creation of the nine ‘General Instructions’ that were issued to every constable after 1829. These ‘general instructions’ later got the name the ‘Peelian Principles of Policing’ after Sir Robert Peel himself (House of Commons Library, 2021). Majority of the nine principles speak of how imperative it is to have the approval of the public in the effectiveness and success of the police service in its duties. Simply, the performance of the police is dependent on the approval and consent of the public in being policed. The willing co-operation of the public also reduces the need for the use of force when carrying out duties (UK Government, 2012). 
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In Brixton 1981, the policing by consent philosophy received a thorough test. Brixton, a south London borough, was one of the most deprived areas of London at the time. The Brixton community developed a feeling that the local police were targeting Blacks, in particular Black youths, for street crimes. Locals were being subjected to what they believed was racially provoked targeting of stop search practices and heavy-handed policing that often-left physical injuries and sour relationships with police. The police stepped it up a gear in April 1981 and launched a covert operation to tackle these issues codenamed ‘Swamp ‘81’. The operation consisted of squads of plain clothed officers descending on central Brixton to stop and search any young Black man that was moving within or through the area. This combined with a previous incident in the January where police failed to charge anyone for the killings of thirteen black youths that were burnt alive in a house fire at a party in New Cross, Southeast London began to spark anger (The Battle for Brixton, 2006). 
Crucial to the lessons that were about to be learnt, police had met with Brixton community leaders who pleaded with them to stop the recent Swamp ’81 operation before things escalated and spiralled out of control. Leaders emphasised how people were feeling angered, fed-up, and betrayed by their police. The police, however, ignored the community leaders’ advice and continued with their operation regardless. With the people’s pleas falling on deaf ears the police had completely lost the consent of the public in Brixton way beyond the point of return and a full-scale riot ensued (The Battle for Brixton, 2006). Spanning two days the police had completely lost control of a number of streets to hundreds of rioters. The riot came at a cost of injury to 279 police officers, 45 members of the public and almost 150 buildings were looted, damaged, or burnt out. More than, 100 vehicles were also burnt, 56 of which were police vehicles. The total cost in GBP was over 7.5 million (Wikipedia, 2022).
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Public consent is difficult to measure and so looking at public confidence in police can give a good indication on the consent of the public. Crime Survey England and Wales (CSEW) provides a good measure of public confidence in police. When participants were told “Police can be relied on when needed” in their September 2013 survey, 60% of participants replied with ‘strongly agree’ or ‘tend to agree’ (Office for National Statistics, 2017). This is in contrast with their March 2020 survey which resulted in 58% of participants agreeing, a 2% decrease (Office for National Statistics, 2020). More considerably though, the 2013 survey found 62% of participants agree that “Police deal with local concerns” (Office for National Statistics, 2017), whereas their March 2020 results found only 53% of people agreed, a substantial 9% decrease (Office for National Statistics, 2020). This shows that over the decades confidence in police has fallen to an almost all-time low.
Stop and search was one of the main causes of the Brixton riots and resultantly the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 was created and a complete rethink of how and when a stop search can be carried out was undertaken. Only 41% of people believe stop search is necessary and police should continue to use it as they are today. A further 39% of people agree that stop search is necessary but believe the police don’t apply it as they should (Independent Office for Police Conduct, 2021). This reveals that in terms of stop and search practices the majority of the public do provide the police with the consent to carry out their stop and search powers but many query how and when the police use these powers and whether they’re always justified.
The police have also been battered by the media and investigative exposures of all kinds over the years. Undoubtably one of the most notorious and recent being the murder of Sarah Everard by a Metropolitan police officer and the actions taken by police over the vigils that followed. A vigil at Clapham Common held in memoriam of Everard was received with very heavy-handed policing tactics. At the vigil police intervened and several women were removed by force. A case was brought against the Met Police by four women who argued that the decisions made “amounted to a breach of their right to freedom of speech and assembly”. The judges ruled in their favour adding that the Met Police’s actions were “not in accordance with the law” (UK BBC News, 2022). The Sarah Everard case is one of many that have made headlines highlighting faults and issues in the police service and has surely affected the image of the police over the years.
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To answer the call for increased public consent the police have changed procedures and actions dramatically over the last few decades. One of the largest overhauls was as a result of the Brixton riots, the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984. The revolutionary act was created to consolidate police powers through one universal code and to strike a balance between the rights and freedoms of individuals and the powers of the police (UK Government, 2022). Simply, it was devised to ensure police knew exactly what they could and could not do through its codes of practice and protected the public through its clarity. The act was created to unify the police, improve police efficiency, and encourage public consent. The act is continually updated to ensure it is modern and fit for purpose with common revisions of its codes. 
In 2002 The Police Reform Act introduced a new police role with the intention of preventing low-level crime and improve community relations. The Police Community Support Officer (PCSO) role is to deal with low level crime, support neighbourhoods and reassure the public through engagement and foot patrols (House of Commons Library, 2012).
Organisations have been created to hold the police accountable for their actions and ensure they are in check. For example, the Independent Office for Police Conduct (IOPC), for example, was setup in 2018 and oversees the police complaints systems in England and Wales. They are an independent investigative body that also sets out standards by which services should handle complaints (Independent Office for Police Conduct, No date). Crucially organisations like these are independent and are not a branch of the police making them more reputable and trustworthy.
In 2015 the ‘Policing Vision’ was created by the National Police Chiefs’ Council (NPCC) which set out the plan for policing over the following ten-year period. In terms of policing by consent, section 1.3 of the vision describes how commitment to policing by consent will be central to everything they do. In addition, section 2.5 states that the principle of policing by consent will determine what police reform will look like highlighting their determination to stick to the concept and make it an integral part of they decision making in terms of reform and improvement (National Police Chiefs' Council, No Date). 
Other smaller changes like the use of body worn camera’s (BWC’s) have in recent years been included as a standard piece of officer equipment. The Metropolitan Police website states that the camera “acts as an independent witness” (Metropolitan Police, No Date).

[bookmark: _Toc119013072]Conclusion
In conclusion, policing by consent is paramount to the effectiveness and success of the police service. History has taught us the consequences of a lack of consent through a variety of breakdowns in relationships between police and their communities. The absence of consent can easily escalate a situation increasing the severity of crimes committed. The idea has recently been more of a focal point with confidence levels at near all-time lows. Additionally, headline events such as the Sarah Everard murder continue to further degrade the police image. Thus, the service is actively attempting to restore the trust of the public. Actions such as the creation of PCSO’s and introduction of BWC’s have all been in a bid to restore perceptions. In fact, the importance of the philosophy is so key that it has become the centre of police reform in the future, as described in the ‘Policing Vision’ of 2015. Policing by consent may have been devised long ago but it is no more important today than it was in 1829 if not more important.
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