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Abstract
This dissertation discusses the effectiveness of the child protection system. It concentrates upon the role of police, within the multi-agency approach to safeguarding children, and additionally considers the roles of other professionals within this context.
The study aims to provide a deeper understanding of the importance of effective partnership working and to address common misconceptions held by police officers regarding the authority and responsibilities of social workers—especially in relation to the removal of children from harmful environments. In doing so, it seeks to highlight both historical and recent failings within the child protection system, drawing on evidence from child practice reviews and a range of published literature.
To support this investigation, a comprehensive review of academic sources, policy documents, legislation, and relevant media (such as documentaries) was undertaken. Additionally, primary data was collected through surveys with professionals in the field, including police officers, public protection officers, and children’s social workers. The findings reveal significant gaps in the current child protection system, as well as in police officers’ understanding of the legal powers held by social workers, which may influence frontline decision-making and affect the overall effectiveness of multi-agency safeguarding efforts.
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Chapter 1 - Introduction 
This empirical research study aims to investigate the current issues surrounding the police forces' role in safeguarding children and the effectiveness of partnership policing in achieving this in the United Kingdom. The core of safeguarding children is the child protection system. Child protection is entirely about taking action; in the context of safeguarding and promoting children’s welfare, to protect specific children who are suspected to be suffering, or likely to suffer, significant harm, whether this occurs inside or outside of the home, including online. (Children’s Social Care National Framework; 2023)
To determine an appropriate conclusion around this topic, the researcher has created four different objectives which are the following; a) explore the effectiveness of child protection, b) analyse the role of partner agencies to safeguard children, c) investigate if police are taking on a social services role when dealing with the welfare of children, and d) the impact on children when removed from neglectful situations. Through providing these objectives, the researcher can explore all topics and key concerns without them being overshadowed throughout the study.

This research topic was chosen as it holds deep personal significance for the researcher. Through the experience of having foster siblings who were repeatedly failed by partner agencies, the researcher witnessed first-hand the consequences of systematic shortcomings within child protection. This personal connection instilled a strong motivation to investigate the effectiveness of the child protection system, to understand areas which need improvements and to explore how it can be strengthened to ensure that the vulnerable children receive the appropriate protection and care required. 
 
To successfully conclude the issues surrounding this topic area, the researcher will explore literature, which highlights these key issues from a historical point of view and compare these views to the current issues. An example of this is research which had been conducted by Vangen et al (2003), states that to successfully safeguard children in societies located in the United Kingdom, partnership organisations must collaborate. This is due to the ideology that each partnership organisation, such as child social work, youth services, et cetera, can transfer knowledge amongst one another to ensure all aspects of child safeguarding are accomplished. Despite this, researchers Adam Crawford and Xavier L’Hoiry (2017) stated that to successfully conquer issues relating to child safeguarding, emergency services and their collaborative agencies must exhaust all conceivable solutions, ahead of time, upon investigating and understanding the key issues surrounding safeguarding. However, this is not how the police force and their collaborative agencies are conducting their investigations today. As a result of these issues, the researcher has concluded that through investigating these areas and producing alternative routes to improve child safeguarding, police forces across the United Kingdom may refer to this thesis.

Through applying previous studies and literature, the researcher will also conduct primary research using a questionnaire. The researcher will create this questionnaire based on the gaps in the literature. This will allow the researcher to create research which is relevant and appropriate for the thesis. The researcher will distribute the questionnaire to a variety of public service sectors which are primarily responsible for responding to child safeguarding issues in the United Kingdom. To ensure that all participants are comfortable answering challenging questions in their fields of work, the answers will remain anonymous to ensure that participants are completely transparent without fear of exposure. Therefore, the data collected will provide enhanced quality and more accurate representations of the current issues surrounding child safeguarding in the United Kingdom. 
 
The next section of this thesis will include a discussion and findings section. During this section of the thesis, the researcher will analyse the findings from the questionnaire and identify where key issues lie to conclude appropriate interventions for future investigations. In order to appropriately analyse whether these future interventions will be successful, the researcher will critically assess their effectiveness and whether more improvements need to be made before successful implementations.  

The remainder of this study will then provide an overall conclusion, to answer the topic question; What is the Police Force’s role in safeguarding children and how effective is partnership policing to achieve this in the UK? The conclusion will integrate the study’s findings to respond to the primary research questions, examine each objective systematically, and provide a reflective and evidence-based assessment of the overall effectiveness of the child protection system. 























Chapter 2 – Literature Review
2.0 Introduction
This chapter will provide an overview and analysis of the available literature regarding the topic of child protection, including: its effectiveness; the roles of police officers and partner agencies when dealing with the welfare needs of children who are at risk; and the removal of children from neglectful situations. It aims to provide an analysis of the most relevant research, from a variety of academic resources. 
This chapter will, more specifically, focus upon the current literature surrounding the following four objectives: a) explore the effectiveness of child protection, b) to critically analyse the roles of partner agencies in safeguarding children, c) investigate whether police are fulfilling the role of social services, when responding to the welfare needs of children, and d) analyse the impact, on children, of removal from neglectful situations. This literature analysis will provide the basis for a robust exploration of these objectives and subsequently support evidence-based conclusions. 
The literature referred to reflects the police role in safeguarding children, and effectiveness of partnership policing in the same. It consists of academic literature, published between 1980 and 2025, available through the University’s online platform of scholarly resources, alongside literature obtained from reliable sources, covering the same time frame. This will ensure that the literature reviewed is current, reliable and relevant. 

2.1 Exploration of the effectiveness of child protection in the United Kingdom.
The Children Act, 1989 specifies that Police are primarily responsible for investigating criminal offences involving child abuse. It also sets out the responsibilities of Police officers to establish when children need to be immediately safeguarded, in cases where they are imminently at risk of significant harm. Despite this, His Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary (2015) (HMIC) states that the prosecution of a perpetrator may not always serve the public interest. Example cases include those whereby the perpetrator is very young, has a learning disability, or where other aspects of the case reduce the realistic prospect of conviction. As a result of this, police powers are provided for within Section 46 of the Children Act (1989), and can be enforced by officers, allowing a child to be removed from their guardian in circumstances where there is “reasonable cause to believe that a child would otherwise be likely to suffer harm” within the care of said guardian. Under these circumstances, policing powers provide for two routes of intervention to ensuring a child’s safety, as follows:
1. Removing a child to suitable accommodation and keeping him there; or
1. Take such steps as are reasonable to ensure that the child’s removal from any hospital, or other place, in which he is then being accommodated is prevented (Children Act, 1989).
These routes can safeguard a child for up to 72 hours, without a court order, although it is legislated that the police must take responsibility in ensuring that these children are provided with appropriate accommodation for the duration of their stay (GOV.UK; 2014). 
The effectiveness of child protection in the UK Police force has previously been explored in studies, which have highlighted the positive and negative aspects of utilising police powers. Historically the child’s experience of this has, in practice, been considered negatively, as the following statement; released by the Whiteley Child Protection Unit (WCPU;1972) describes:
“If a complaint about child neglect was taken seriously, then the kid would be interviewed in the station and probably even pass their abuser in the corridor. The front desk would often put complaints off by suggesting that these types of allegations could lead to all sorts of family problems.”
This statement indicates that historically, Police officers, who had a duty of care to protect children, had used their authority as a deterrent in preventing children from making complaints about their experiences of abuse. 
Literature also suggests that child abuse, and the responsibility of safeguarding children, had historically, fallen upon female officers within the force, and that blame was largely placed upon the child’s mother. Researchers Brown and Heidensohn, (2000) describe this as having been due to a male ideology that child abuse was “all to do with mothering and kids”. However, modern policing increasingly identifies that mothers are not solely responsible for keeping their children safe, and much work has been undertaken to raise awareness that safeguarding children is ‘everybody’s business’. According to the Working Together to Safeguard Children (2023) guidance: ‘all police officers and other police employees, are well placed to identify early when a child’s welfare is at risk and when a child may need protection from harm’. It is also acknowledged that the responsibility for promoting children’s welfare lies within families, communities, and across multiple partner agencies (HM Government; 2023).
In 2021, Singh, S critically analysed the gendered dimensions regarding the disproportionate blame of mothers, when considering Section 5 Domestic Violence, Crime and Victims Act 2004 - the offence of ‘causing or allowing a child to die’. Essentially, this offence is applicable when a child has died, and a clear perpetrator cannot be identified. This offence enables the prosecution to hold individuals to account, when they may not have been directly violent towards the child; however, they had failed to protect him/her. Collected data suggests that women are convicted, at a higher rate than men, for this offence. Furthermore, Singh argues that Section 5 disproportionately criminalises women, targeting those who have experienced domestic abuse. Ultimately, they suggest that Section 5 should only be used in circumstances where all lines of enquiries have been explored to identify the perpetrator of harm to the child. 
Further case studies share examples of child deaths, for which blame cannot be attributed to the mother. One such case is that of Semina Halliwell; a 12-year-old female who completed suicide following an incident of sexual assault, perpetrated by an older male. Lawrie, E (2025), documented through the BBC that Semina sought police assistance, advising them that she was raped. Semina was supporting a prosecution; however, she was advised that approximately 18 months could pass before the courts would determine the charges, and that it could come down to ‘her word against his’. 
During this process, Semina was reported to have experienced hateful comments, online bullying and physical abuse by fellow students in her school. From the time her allegation was reported, Semina contacted police over 100 times, reporting incidents of bullying and harassment. Semina’s mother also requested support when identifying a concerning decline in Semina’s mental health, however this was never actioned. She reported that Semina would express suicidal ideation, and sought assistance from partner agencies, as the ‘trained professional(s)’ in these circumstances, requesting support for Semina. Sadly however, Semina overdosed, and an inquest was held into her death. Gill, A (2025) published a BBC article explaining that the inquest determined that Semina Halliwell’s death was not preventable, as it was not known what her intentions were. Semina’s mother made a statement to the coroner stating: "I believe it was as a consequence of these agencies' failures, that my precious daughter is no longer with me." She further expanded that she felt Semina was not believed regarding the allegation she had made and that Semina might still be alive if more support were offered to her. 
Ultimately, there were multi-agency failings stemming from this approach: with police focussing solely upon the investigation, and social services providing no support for the victim. When Semina initially withdrew her complaint, no protection or safeguarding measures were provided by the police. 
Furthermore, this study also details that Semina’s school relied on COVID-19 measures to safeguard Semina, and did not implement adequate protection from the perpetrator. They failed to raise their concerns to police and social services when Semina’s indecent image was being shared within the school, and this was not reported, as it should have been.  Semina’s mental health worker remained absent, despite being aware of Semina’s deteriorating mental health, and Semina’s numerous attempts to contact them, however this contact was not returned.
Although not directly involved in the case of Semina, one police officer had reportedly expressed concerns regarding the failed safeguarding for Semina, however it is understood that no further action was taken when this was raised. The officer has since, reportedly left the force, owing to retaliation faced for exposing these failings, which suggests a toxic culture surrounding ‘whistleblowing’ (Legallens, 2025).  
The Children’s Commissioner for England (2024) states that there are significant numbers of sexual abuse victims who are children, yet are required to navigate their way through traumatic criminal justice proceedings, without the opportunity to access specialist support services. It is estimated that 92% of children who are subjected to sexual abuse, do not receive support from specialist agencies, and that police do not refer them to such agencies. The Commissioner audited data from every police force in England and Wales, to ascertain the number of referrals which had been submitted to support children who were victims of crime. This audit identified that many police forces do not collect this data, and the findings showed that between 2022-2023, there were approximately 102,000 recorded incidents involving child victims, however, notably, there was no documented evidence of referrals to support services. In the cases where referrals have been made to advocacy support, most of the victims do not receive any additional support and are expected to navigate the criminal proceedings alone. 
A national review of 576 child protection cases found that over one-third were inadequate, revealing systemic weaknesses in police handling of vulnerable children (HMIC; 2015).
The aforementioned literature would suggest that historically, and more recently, there have been many failings within the Police role in child protection. Furthermore, it identifies that there remains a need for better referral pathways to assist children to navigate the criminal justice system, and to receive specialist support, as victims of abuse. 

2.2 The roles of partner agencies in relation to safeguarding children in the United Kingdom. 
In 2021, the National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (NSPCC) defined the child protection system as a framework with 3 key elements, ultimately to identify children who are at risk of harm; take action to protect those children; and prevent further abuse occurring. The NSPCC explain that each nation’s system may vary, although they each share the same principles. Sidebotham, P. et al, (2016) explains that the key effectiveness to safeguarding children depends on how efficient the multi-agency workers approach is. 
Throughout the course of a child’s development, both the child and their family are likely to engage with a diverse range of services including education, health and social care. Therefore, it is imperative that practitioners engage effectively, in multi-agency collaboration, to develop a holistic understanding of the child’s circumstances. Such coordinated approaches are central to safeguarding frameworks, ensuring that interventions are conducted in a timely manner and respond to the needs of the child at risk. 
Baginsky, M (2022) analyses the effectiveness of safeguarding, within a school setting, considering the frequent exposure and trust developed between teachers and students, in a safe setting. Baginsky, M explains that school plays a crucial role in recognising signs of abuse and neglect in children. Schools are expected to intervene to provide early support, and to refer to partner agencies, however this is not always straightforward. Schools and local authorities often have differing views of the ‘threshold’ for social services and police intervention. It was also found that teachers can be hesitant to make referrals, which might damage the trust and rapport built with the child and the parents. 
Often, schools will submit referrals to the Multi-Agency Safeguarding Hub (MASH) to share safeguarding concerns. When a MASH referral is submitted, the urgency of the referral is assessed, considering whether immediate action is required. The MASH provision combines staff from various agencies, including: police, social services, education and health, and intends to effectively safeguard children (Care Learning, 2024). One possible outcome from a MASH referral is the commencement of a Section 47 investigation (S47). Where immediate concerns are highlighted for a child, their parents may not be advised of the S47. Information will be gathered to assess the risk to the child and whether any criminal offences have occurred. If so, the police and social services will conduct a joint S47, and interview the children, without parents being present. Following a S47, the outcomes could include: a strategy meeting, arrest of the parents, removal of a child, or safety plans being implemented with parents, whilst the investigation continues (West Berkshire Council, 2024). 
The Children Act 1989, dictates that social services have a duty to promote the welfare of children, by intervening when they suspect a child is at risk, and initiating joint investigations, such as S47. Social workers have a significant responsibility for safeguarding children, often following the four key elements: Prevention, Protection, Support and Partnership. Social services are central to safeguarding children; including assessing a situation to ascertain whether police involvement is necessary (Leaf Care, 2024). A common misconception is that social services have power to remove a child from a situation which poses an immediate risk. However, this is not possible without a Court Order, unless there is parental consent for the child to be accommodated under Section 76 (S76) of the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014. Owing to this, social services often contact police for assistance, to exercise emergency police powers, in removing an ‘at risk’ child, when parents do not consent to S76 (Legislation, 2014).
An example of failings in relation to partnership working is the case of Logan Mwangi. Logan was a 5-year-old boy, who was tragically murdered in July 2021, by his mother, stepfather and 14-year-old stepsibling. Logan suffered 56 external injuries, alongside catastrophic internal injuries. The reviewed evidence determined these injuries were non-accidental. At the time, Logan’s mother contacted police, reporting Logan as missing. However, this has since been proven as an attempt to conceal the death of Logan (ITVX, 2025).
A Child Practice Review of Logan’s death was conducted by the Cwm Taf Morgannwg Safeguarding Board and was published in November 2022. The review highlighted multiple failings from the services involved with Logan. Logan had been taken to hospital in 2020, with a broken shoulder and other injuries, including bruising. The paediatric consultant deemed these injuries to be accidental and no referrals were made to police or social services; this was deemed to be a significant missed opportunity to safeguard Logan. Later, in March 2021, Logan’s name was (along with that of his half-sibling) was placed on the child protection register, under the categories of physical and emotional harm. During this period of registration, Logan was seen by a GP, for treatment of a burn to his neck, however no child protection referral was made. In May 2021, Logan’s name was removed from the child protection register, and the family disengaged with social services. Just two months later, Logan was pronounced dead after being found in a river near to his home address (Child Practice Review Report, 2022). 
Ashif (2025) also discusses that the review highlighted systematic failures and missed opportunities to protect Logan. For example, that a social worker visited Logan, shortly before his death, however; were told that Logan had COVID-19, and could not be seen, they left without seeing or hearing Logan. Essentially, this was considered a systematic failure in managing risk. Pearson (2022) explored the organisational barriers to information sharing, highlighting it as inefficient between agencies, and ineffectiveness to support decision making, in this case. Ashif (2025) and Pearson (2022) each highlight that the information sharing systems are inefficient in sharing multiagency information; creating a barrier between partner agencies where risks are known. 
This literature highlights the significance of multi-agency approaches to safeguarding children, and the importance of information-sharing between all agencies. In the case of Logan Mwangi, it is clear that there were failures in communication between key agencies, and errors in practice, which might have served to prevent his untimely death.

2.3 Establishing the effect on children when removed from neglectful situations
This section will discuss the predominant reasons for children being removed from their parent’s care, and the effect that removal can subsequently have on children. The National Association for Children (2022) informs that neglect is the most frequent reason for children entering the care system; stating that neglect causes 64% of children to be removed from their parent’s care. Neglect is defined as ‘the continuous failure to provide for a kid's basic requirements. A child may be abandoned without adequate clothing, housing, supervision, insufficient medical attention, no food or in a dirty environment’ (NSPCC, 2024). 
Children who experience abuse or neglect may be removed from their families, and accommodated by the Local Authority. There are advantages and disadvantages to this. Children removed from guardians, require this for their own safety, to prevent them from experiencing further abuse, with the aim of providing them with better opportunities in life (NSPCC Learning, 2025). However, care-experienced children frequently suffer with long term psychological issues. For example, the National Centre for Social Research (2025) suggests that being a care-experienced child in the UK, increases the risk of death by suicide, nine-fold, when compared with those who are do not have care experience. 
Similarly, HM Inspectorate of Probation (2023) explores the connections between care-experienced children, sexual exploitation, and involvement in criminal activity. It found that the likelihood of sexual exploitation for care-experienced children is six-times higher than those without care experience. In addition, care-experienced children are 33% more likely to receive a youth justice caution or conviction, between the ages of 10-17, compared to 4% of those who are not. These statistics identify a high need for care-experienced children to receive preventative support in relation to these issues, and this can be provided through early intervention programmes. These are multi-agency programmes which target young people, who are either displaying offending behaviour, or are identified as being at risk of offending, and offers guidance and support, to reduce the likelihood of them committing crimes (Thompson, K. 2021). 
Sadly, the literature here highlights that a balance is necessary between the safeguarding of children, and the harm which may impact a child, once he/she enters the care system. 

2.4 Conclusion
The available literature on child protection within policing suggests that historically, and more recently, there have been systemic failings by Police, in the role of child protection. It identifies that better referral pathways are necessary, to assist children who are identified as victims of abuse.
In respect of multi-agency approaches to safeguarding children, it is apparent that there is a need for better information-sharing processes between all agencies. It has been highlighted those failures in communication between key agencies, and missed opportunities in practice, can lead to tragic consequences for children who are the victims of abuse.
However, the literature also highlights that balance is necessary, when responding to issues of child protection, as literature also informs that there are significant consequences for care-experienced children. Such consequences include that care-experienced children are disproportionately represented in statistics for suicide; child sexual exploitation; and entry into the criminal justice system. For these issues, early intervention is essential to reduce the risk of further harm being experienced by the child.




















Chapter 3 - Research Methodology 
3.0 Introduction
This thesis discusses the following question, what is the police force’s role in safeguarding children and how effective is partnership policing to achieve this in the UK? To appropriately address, and effectively answer this question, the thesis has generated four objectives. They are as follows; a) Explore the effectiveness of child protection; b) Analyse the roles of partner agencies to safeguard children; c) Investigate if police are taking on a social services role when dealing with the welfare of children and d) Analyse the impact on children when removed from neglectful situations. In effort to address the thesis question and objectives, this dissertation will utilise the abundant literature available to gain academic understanding of these topics. Furthermore, to effectively address some of the objectives, further investigation via surveys will be utilised to gain frontline staff and key workers viewpoints on the matter. Via these methods, appropriate conclusions can be drawn. 

3.1 Research approach 
This thesis research approach will involve both qualitative and quantitative methods. Quantitative research includes statistics and data to identify patterns and will assist in ascertaining if results are correct. It does not primarily involve feelings and opinions (Taylor, 2024). Additionally, this thesis will also utilise qualitative data, Hassan (2024) states that this method allows the researcher to generate comprehensive insights into human experiences behaviours and interactions, through detailed examination. This dissertation will include a range of literature to gain a wider understanding of the current academic surrounding safeguarding children and the partnership policing approach. It will involve different schools of thought, which will benefit this dissertation to compare the points made by academic researchers, whilst also obtaining the viewpoints of frontline staff who must effectively safeguard children daily. The advantages of this mixed approach will help understand the current schools of thought regarding the safety of children, whilst also obtaining an understanding of the academic thinking. As well as allowing this dissertation to critically examine safeguarding measures, it evaluates the effectiveness of the child protection system. The quantitative method approach will provide validity to this study, and it will allow the arguments presented to be substantiated within an academic research context, therefore providing credibility to this dissertation. 
 In contrast, there are limitations to this approach which the researcher must alleviate to produce an exhaustive thesis. A significant limitation of the mixed approach is that the quantitative approach may not capture the nuanced perspectives, thoughts and feelings of frontline staff, such as police officers, social workers and child protection investigation officers. Consequently, the findings risk reflecting the views of researchers rather than those on the frontline who are directly engaged in the safeguarding of children. Furthermore, the reliability of data may be compromised by it’s potential to become outdated. Frequently, legislation and policies are reviewed, often annually, and changes are introduced which could affect the earlier findings, which would be less applicable to current practice. To ensure continued relevance, results will be critically analysed against the most recent legislation and policies with caution. The researcher also recognises that there is potential for gaps between numerical data and the professional experiences of frontline employees regarding safeguarding children, which will be acknowledge throughout this dissertation.  

3.2 Primary research method
This dissertation will include a data collection method, namely the ‘Survey Method’. Survey research refers to the process of gathering information from a selected group of individuals by obtaining their responses to a series of structured questions (Ponto, 2015). This form of research will be used to target frontline police officers, social workers and child protection investigation officers to collect primary data which; will assist in addressing the objectives highlighted in this thesis. It will allow the researcher to understand their knowledge and thoughts surrounding the child protection system, acknowledging their perspectives on the issues and will evaluate what needs to be altered to ensure a more effective system to safeguard children. By implementing the survey method, this will generate a qualitative data analysis from individuals whose professional responsibilities centre on safeguarding children in critical situations. This will provide the researcher with an indication of how effective the child protection system is and how effective partnership policing is. A key limitation is that this method relies on qualitative rather than quantitative data, the findings are susceptible to the influence of participants’ personal perspectives. For instance, responses may reflect professional biases, such as police constables expressing negative opinions about social services, which could create biased findings through this research. Additionally, an uneven distribution of responses across participant groups could lead to overrepresentation of specific viewpoints. As a result of this, there is a risk of compromising the reliability and validity of the results and limiting the findings. 

3.3 Analysis of results
In this dissertation, the researcher is using the mixed method approach, namely qualitative and quantitative data research methods. To analyse the qualitative data obtained, the researcher will be utilising the thematic analysis approach. In this dissertation, thematic analysis will be employed to systematically identify, analyse and interpret patterns within the qualitative research collected. This approach allows for a structured exploration of participants’ perspectives and experiences, enabling the researcher to have an overview of frontline applications regarding safeguarding children. By highlighting reoccurring patterns across the data obtained, thematic analysis provides a stern framework to understand the complex qualitative information and to maintain a clear understanding of the thesis (McLeod, 2024).
Throughout this study, the researcher will also utilise descriptive analysis to summarise the information obtained. Hassan (2024), states that descriptive analytics is an approach within data analysis which allows researchers to examine current trends and patterns. By summarising raw data, it facilitates the researcher to place complex information into meaningful insights. Often, descriptive data will utilise graph charts. This dissertation will seek to utilise graph charts to analyse both qualitative and quantitative data which is found. Although descriptive data analysis is an advantage as it can be used for both qualitative and quantitative research, there are limitations for the researcher to acknowledge. A limitation of graph charts is that sometimes, they may be difficult to understand and follow. Therefore, the researcher must critically detail the findings that are shown in the graph to produce a simplistic understanding of the information obtained. 

3.4 Ethical concerns 
Throughout this dissertation, there are numerous ethical considerations which need to be discussed to ensure a successful thesis. To begin, this dissertation discusses sensitive topics due to the nature surrounding the safeguarding of children. In this dissertation, there will be topics which discuss child abuse, failings of partnership agencies regarding the safeguarding of children, and participants may become triggered by the questions asked. In the survey produced by the researcher, there are questions relating to the effectiveness of the child protection system and the main reasons as to why the professionals encounter children at risk. Ultimately, this could cause trauma to resurface for a participant if they have ever encountered such failings regarding the safety of children, or traumatic incidents which they have attended involving children at risk. Ultimately, this could lead to mental health concerns, such as post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD). Although, Naser (2024) explains that the likelihood of a survey question resurfacing trauma for a participant is low, they explain that the questions should be typically framed to be open to interpretation, meaning the participant is not forced to recall incidents which would resurface trauma. Surveys are designed to collect information from a group of individuals, it is not intended to elicit memories but created for the purpose of gathering information. The researcher who generated this survey ensured that participants rights and dignity were respected. This was achieved by placing a disclaimer at the beginning of the survey detailing the sensitive nature of the topic and advising participants how the collected data would be used. Also, by allowing participants to remain anonymous this respects their dignity and personal opinions are protected. Furthermore, this dissertation will only focus on case studies which are in the public domain, to ensure that there are no data protection breaches by also ensuring that the professionals and children at risk involved rights are protected. 

3.5 Conclusion
In conclusion, this dissertation has sought to address a sensitive area of study, taking careful consideration of ethical standards to ensure that moral principles were balanced throughout the research process. The study critically evaluates the advantages and limitations of different approaches, identifying the most appropriate and relevant methods for data collection and analysis. Therefore, these methods have enabled the development of conclusions that respond to the researchers aims and objectives. Ultimately, this dissertation contributes to a comprehensive understanding of safeguarding of children in relation to partnership policing.
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Chapter 4 – Findings/Results
4.0 Introduction
This chapter of the dissertation will present and critically examine the results of the research undertaken, providing an analysis of key findings from statistical evidence and questionnaire data. Subsequently, the research obtained will contribute to addressing the overall aims of this dissertation; which are the following: a) explore the effectiveness of child protection, b) to critically analyse the roles of partner agencies to safeguard children, c) investigate if police are taking on a social services role when dealing with the welfare of children and d) analyse the impact on children when removed from neglectful situations.
Therefore, this thesis will systematically address each research objective, with the purpose of creating appropriate conclusions for each aim. 

4.1 General findings of the Questionnaire
In relation to the general findings of the questionnaire produced, participants were asked a series of questions regarding their knowledge of partnership agencies, their opinion of the effectiveness of the child protection systems and their understanding of safeguarding children. Overall, participants agreed that the term ‘safeguarding children’ means to mitigate the risk posed to the child, ensuring that the children at risk are safe from harm and promoting their wellbeing. Heziej, M (2021) defines safeguarding children as “the action that is taken to promote the welfare of children and protect them from harm”. Therefore, suggesting that participants understood what it means to safeguard children and the reasoning behind it. 
The research method obtained 20 responses in total, consisting of responses from: 50% frontline police officers, 40% social workers and 10% child protection investigation officers. Each participant was asked to define their role when dealing with children at risk, each response explains that their core focus is the safety of the children. Police officers state that they investigate criminal offences and address any immediate concerns for children, whereby they can utilise protection orders under Section 46 of the Children Act (1989). Furthermore, social workers detail that their role is to complete ongoing assessments of the child’s safety to identify any risks and act when necessary. Social services are required to create safety plans for the children involved, offer support to the families and decide if a child protection investigation needs to be considered. 

The child protection system is currently facing challenges due to lack of funding and resources, whilst facing an increasing demand (Early Intervention Foundation, 2018).  Participants of the questionnaire were asked for their opinion on how effective the child protection system is. The results have been generated into a graph, which show the percentages of participants answers.

[image: Forms response chart. Question title: How effective do you think the Child Protection system is?. Number of responses: 20 responses.]
This research suggests that agencies believe that there are improvements to be made regarding the child protection system. Ultimately, there was not a single participant who stated that the system was very effective, therefore suggesting that there is need for development in the system. 

4.2 Partner agencies perspectives 
The purpose of the questionnaire was to assess the extent to which professionals understood the roles and responsibilities of each other and their knowledge of partner agencies powers when it relates to safeguarding children. The participants provided broadly consistent responses, indicating that they perceived the role of the police in safeguarding children as primarily investigating suspected abuse and the right to exercise powers to remove children from their home, in cases of serious neglect or immediate risk to their safety. Whereas social services have been understood to have an ongoing responsibility for safeguarding following police intervention, including providing support for families and managing risk through the implementation of support plans. Overall, the findings suggest that participants demonstrated a partial understanding of the respective roles of their partner agencies in relation to safeguarding children. Essentially, each agency bears a crucial responsibility to safeguard and protect children. Police officers are expected to undertake a similar role to social services as they all aim to achieve the same objective. Police often collaborate with professionals from the local authority to ensure the safety and welfare of children, specifically in instances involving abuse or neglect (Official Government Website, 2016). 

On the other hand, this thesis will argue that the findings suggest a lack of knowledge regarding the roles and responsibilities of key safeguarding agencies. Notably, most frontline police officers who completed the questionnaire expressed the belief that social services have the authority to remove children from neglectful environments. Evidently, this is a common misconception, as social services cannot legally remove a child from their home without either a court order or guardian’s consent (Hopkins Solicitor’s, 2024). Furthermore, all participants who identified as frontline police officers indicated uncertainty or held the belief that social services possessed the authority to remove a child from a neglectful environment. In contrast, every participant acknowledged that the police have the legal authority to enact such a removal. This discrepancy highlights a significant gap in the understanding of the roles and powers of partner agencies. Such misunderstandings may contribute to misplaced expectations and operational inefficiencies, potentially delaying effective safeguarding interventions.

4.3 Improvements to effectively safeguard children 
Participants were asked if police are the most appropriate agency to safeguard children, to allow for their views to be expressed. Most participants state that police are efficient when initially responding to incidents and investigating any criminal offences, but social services take primacy in long-term safeguarding of children. 
However, participants suggested improvements to effectively safeguard children, the most common improvement being communication between services and understanding each other’s roles. It is suggested by participants that there should be easier pathways for partner agencies to be able to get in contact and for safeguarding officers to be 24/7 to provide guidance to police officers at a scene when they are unsure what the appropriate action is to take, as removing the child is not always the most appropriate action. As discussed, removing a child from a situation they are used to can have a detrimental impact on their mental health and can be a traumatic experience. Therefore, joint training with police and social services would be beneficial to facilitate effective partnership policing (College of Policing, 2023).  

4.4 Conclusion
In conclusion, this thesis highlights the limited understanding that partner agencies have of one another’s roles and responsibilities. The findings suggest the need for internal training and guidance to create more efficient partnership policing. Moreover, the research targets the necessity of reviewing the current child protection system, which appears to function with significant inefficiencies. Improvements could be achieved through the implementation of joint workshops, training programmes and shared knowledge at multi-agency collaborations. Without any improvements, it is likely that misconceptions and unrealistic expectations will persist, ultimately undermining the effectiveness of safeguarding practice. 










Chapter 5 – Conclusion
5.0 Overall Summary
In conclusion of this dissertation, it is important to return to the research question: What is the Police Force’s role in safeguarding children and how effective is partnership policing to achieve this in the UK? This question has been explored through gathering data, and it is apparent that there is a significant gap in the child protection system. Failings to effectively safeguard children have led to child deaths, and it is also evident that care-experienced children are 33% more likely to become involved in criminal activity, by comparison to their peers who are not care-experienced. Research clearly suggests that partnership policing in the UK does not effectively safeguard children, as information is not consistently, or adequately shared between partner-agencies, which has resulted in significant missed opportunities to effectively safeguard children. Upon gaining views from individuals in the public service sector, it was evident that there was a lack of understanding of one another’s roles, and that partnership working was not effective. Therefore further training and more appropriate joint-working was required. 

5.1 Summary of Key Findings
To summarise the relevant data, it is important to return to the objectives of this thesis which are: a) explore the effectiveness of child protection, b) to critically analyse the roles of partner agencies to safeguard children, c) investigate if police are taking on a social services role when dealing with the welfare of children and d) analyse the impact on children when removed from neglectful situations. To begin, this thesis explored the effectiveness of child protection system, identified the failings in the system but also examined how the system had improved over the years. In 1972, a statement was released suggesting that child victims of abuse were encouraged not to voice their experiences, but this has developed over the years to encourage children to come forward to tell their stories. However, literature suggests that when children voice their abuse, they are left to navigate the proceedings alone and no support is offered. Ultimately, this is a failing of the child protection system, as safeguarding of victims who are children is not addressed. As a consequence of this, Semina Halliwell took her own life due to the lack of support, which some researchers claim could have been prevented if safeguarding was sufficiently addressed. Overall, literature suggests that the child protection system needs development to prevent missing opportunities to safeguard children in future circumstances, and to prevent reoccurring failures discussed in the case of Logan Mwangi. 

Secondly, the aim to analyse the roles of partner agencies in relation to safeguarding children was examined and literature suggests that each agency has specific roles to effectively safeguard children. Literature and professionals state that the police force’s role when safeguarding children, is to investigate any criminal matters and to hand on the long-term safeguarding plans to social services. Participants of the questionnaire state that police are the most appropriate agency to initially deal with safeguarding children, however any long-term safety plans should be addressed by social services. Literature suggests that the effectiveness of partner agencies responses to safeguarding children entirely depends on their working strategy and how efficiently information is progressed between multi-agencies. Essentially, each agency has a common goal to effectively safeguard children, however they need to work together to be able to achieve this. 

Furthermore, the researcher has investigated whether police officers are expected to take on a social services role when addressing safeguarding with children. Although there is limited literature surrounding this topic area, literature does state that police take on a similar role to social services when safeguarding children; as police are held to a standard to investigate criminal offences, but initial responders are also expected to provide initial safeguarding to children at risk. Whereas social services are required to provide the ongoing safety plans with children, whether this is with the family’s involvement or to effectively safeguard and support the children who are in the care system. 

Lastly, this thesis analysed the impact on children when they are removed from neglectful situations. The literature surrounding this topic has controversial viewpoints, some literature states that there is a positive impact on those who are removed from the abusive environment as they will no longer be susceptible to harm, therefore reducing further psychological trauma. On the other hand, the National Centre for Social Research (2025) states that children removed from their guardians’ care are 9 times more likely to be subject to death by suicide than those who have never been involved in the care system. Literature also suggests that those who experience the care system are more susceptible to engaging in criminal activity or likely to become victims of exploitation, as they lack a consistent role model. The absence of a dependable role model limits their ability to develop a clear understanding of appropriate conduct. Individuals who participated in the research method, namely a questionnaire, also gave conflicting views on the impact of children when removed from neglectful situations. The consensus was that it is somewhat positive for the child to be removed from the situation, however some participants acknowledged that children may suffer mental harm because of the traumatic experience, therefore, in agreement with the literature surrounding this topic area. 

5.2 Unresolved Questions
Although this dissertation has explored various aspects of the child protection system, one key issue remains unresolved. Specifically, in addressing the objective of analysing the roles of partner agencies, it became evident that social services do not possess the legal authority to remove a child from their home without either parental consent or a court order. This raises an important question: Why are such powers not granted to social services? This question remains unanswered, as current research does not offer a definitive explanation. It is unclear why social workers lack emergency removal powers similar to those held by police constables, particularly given that social services are the lead agency for safeguarding children. In light of this, the researcher recommends that a review of social services’ statutory powers be considered, with the aim of enabling them to act independently in safeguarding children where no criminal offences are identified. Additionally, this study highlights a widespread misconception that social workers can remove children from a home without consent of the guardians. This misunderstanding appears to extend to police and other partner agencies, resulting in operational inefficiencies and misplaced criticism towards social services. Primary research revealed that frontline police officers often expressed frustration at the perceived inaction of social services, despite acknowledging a lack of understanding of their actual legal powers. This indicates a need for improved inter-agency education and training, to ensure all safeguarding partners have a clear understanding of each other’s roles and limitations, thereby fostering more effective collaboration. 


5.3 Limitations of the study
Although this research has offered insights into the child protection system, it is important to acknowledge several limitations. Firstly, the primary research focused on a limited number of professionals, specifically frontline police officers, social workers, and child protection investigation officers. As a result, the perspectives gathered represent only a small portion of the agencies involved in safeguarding, and the findings may not be fully applicable to other local authorities or further child protection professionals across the UK.
Additionally, the study was subject to time constraints, which limited the opportunity for a more in-depth, long-term analysis. This meant it was not possible to observe how the system evolves over time or to identify any ongoing improvements or persistent issues that might emerge.
Access to data also presented a challenge due to ethical and confidentiality concerns. The researcher was restricted to using publicly available case studies to ensure compliance with data protection regulations. However, this reliance on high-profile cases—many of which focused on system failures—meant the research lacked a balanced view, as positive examples of effective multi-agency collaboration are less likely to receive media attention or be documented in the public domain.
Despite these limitations, the research makes a valuable contribution to understanding both the strengths and weaknesses of the current child protection system in the UK. It also lays the groundwork for further study into how partnership working can be improved to better protect children at risk.
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4. Impact on children when removed from neglectful situations
(this box should expand as you type)

	
	Proposed methods (maximum 600 words)
Provide a brief summary of all the methods that may be used in the research activity, making it clear what specific techniques may be used. If methods other than those listed in this section are deemed appropriate later, additional ethical approval for those methods will be needed. You do not need to justify the methods here, but should instead describe how you intend to collect the data necessary for you to complete your project.

	7
	Throughout this dissertation, two main survey methods will be utilised in order to conduct research into this topic. The first being through study and analysis of literature both academic and quantitative data which will be taken from experts and government studies. 

This will provide this dissertation with credible sources and evidence for the points made within and the suggestions made to improve police forces effectiveness when safeguarding children. The second method to be used will be a questionnaire that will focus on serving police officers, social workers and other professionals within this field. 

This will be to gain an understanding of the current issues faced by frontline staff and to highlight the current knowledge of powers and policies that are possessed by each agency in relation to safeguarding children. These methods of research are best suited to this dissertation as it will allow me to collect primary data from professionals who specialise in safeguarding children whilst has simultaneously analysing this data against the academic research that this dissertation will study.

This study will look at research from the following professions:

Response officers: This dissertation will seek the perspective of frontline officers in order to gain their understanding of powers and policies regarding safeguarding children, their knowledge what it means to safeguard a child and their views on the effectiveness of partnership policing in relation to safeguarding children. 

Social workers: This dissertation will seek the perspective of social workers to expand on the viewpoints and experiences of safeguarding children, to not have a police force orientated approach. Furthermore, to allow this dissertation to obtain a partner agency’s perspective on this matter to analyse the effectiveness of multi-agency cooperation in safeguarding children. 

Public Protection investigation officers: This dissertation will seek the perspective of investigators in public protection who are officers who specialise in safeguarding children. Therefore, their opinion would be sought as they would be considered experts in this field and their role is the principal of this study. This would allow the dissertation to collect primary data and perspectives from individuals who frequently work alongside partner agencies and the children at risk.

I will contact these agencies directly via email and request for the survey to be disseminated to the teams.


(this box should expand as you type)

	

	Location of research activity
Identify all locations where research activity will take place.

	8
	
I am currently stationed in Fairwater however I will not limit my research to just this area and I will look to expand my research to South Wales and the rest of the UK for a broader sampling strategy. 

(this box should expand as you type)

	
	Research activity outside of the UK
If research activity will take place overseas, you are responsible for ensuring that local ethical considerations are complied with and that the relevant permissions are sought. Specify any local guidelines (e.g. from local professional associations/learned societies/universities) that exist and whether these involve any ethical stipulations beyond those usual in the UK (provide details of any licenses or permissions required). Also specify whether there are any specific ethical issues raised by the local context in which the research activity is taking place, for example, particular cultural and/or legal sensitivities or vulnerabilities of participants. If you live in the country where you will do the research then please state this.

	9
	
Not applicable

(this box should expand as you type)



	10
	Use of documentation not in the public domain: Are any documents NOT publicly available? 

	NO
	☒

	
	
	YES
	☐

	11
	If Yes, please provide details here of how you will gain access to specific documentation that is not in the public domain and that this is in accordance with the current data protection law of the country in question and that of England and Wales.



(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Does your research relate to one or more of the seven aims of the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015?
	
YES
	
NO

	12
	A prosperous Wales
	☐
	☒

	13
	A resilient Wales
	☐
	☒

	14
	A healthier Wales
	☐
	☒

	15
	A more equal Wales
	☐
	☒

	16
	A Wales of cohesive communities
	☐
	☒

	17
	A Wales of vibrant culture and thriving Welsh language
	☐
	☒

	18
	A globally responsible Wales
	☐
	☒

	19
	If YES to any of the above, please give details:

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)



SECTION F: Scope of Research Activity
	
	Will the research activity include:
	YES
	NO

	1
	Use of a questionnaire or similar research instrument?
	☒
	☐

	2
	Use of interviews?
	☐
	☒

	3
	Use of focus groups?
	☐
	☒

	4
	Use of participant diaries? 
	☐
	☒

	5
	Use of video or audio recording?
	☐
	☒

	6
	Use of computer-generated log files?
	☐
	☒

	7
	Participant observation with their knowledge?
	☐
	☒

	8
	Participant observation without their knowledge?
	☐
	☒

	9
	Access to personal or confidential information without the participants’ specific consent?
	☐
	☒

	10
	Administration of any questions, test stimuli, presentation that may be experienced as physically, mentally or emotionally harmful / offensive?
	☐
	☒

	11
	Performance of any acts which may cause embarrassment or affect self-esteem?
	☐
	☒

	12
	Investigation of participants involved in illegal activities?
	☐
	☒

	13
	Use of procedures that involve deception?
	☐
	☒

	14
	Administration of any substance, agent or placebo?
	☐
	☒

	15
	Working with live vertebrate animals?
	☐
	☒

	16
	Procedures that may have a negative impact on the environment?
	☐
	☒

	17
	Other primary data collection methods. Please indicate the type of data collection method(s) below.
	☐
	☒

	
	Details of any other primary data collection method:



(this box should expand as you type)
	
	


If NO to every question, then the research activity is (ethically) low risk and may be exempt from some of the following sections (please refer to Guidance Notes).

If YES to any question, then no research activity should be undertaken until full ethical approval has been obtained. 

SECTION G: Intended Participants
If there are no participants then do not complete this section, but go directly to section H.

	
	Who are the intended participants:
	
YES
	
NO

	1
	Students or staff at the University?
	☒
	☐

	2
	Adults (over the age of 18 and competent to give consent)?
	☒
	☐

	3
	Vulnerable adults?
	☐
	☒

	4
	Children and Young People under the age of 18? (Consent from Parent, Carer or Guardian will be required)
	☐
	☒

	5
	Prisoners?
	☐
	☒

	6
	Young offenders?
	☐
	☒

	7
	Those who could be considered to have a particularly dependent relationship with the investigator or a gatekeeper?
	☐
	☒

	8
	People engaged in illegal activities?
	☐
	☒

	9
	Others. Please indicate the participants below, and specifically any group who may be unable to give consent.

	☒
	☐

	
	Details of any other participant groups:

Social workers and police officers who have worked within the field that this dissertation will form its basis on. This will be done with their consent. 

(this box should expand as you type)
	
	



	
	Participant numbers and source
Provide an estimate of the expected number of participants. How will you identify participants and how will they be recruited? 

	10
	How many participants are expected?

	
10 social workers
10 PPU staff
20 police officers 

(this box should expand as you type)

	11
	Who will the participants be?

	
Social Workers
Police officers
Public protection officers 

(this box should expand as you type)

	12
	How will you identify the participants?
	
I will ask colleagues of different levels of experience and service in order to gain a wide sampling framework of the views and opinions of police officers in safeguarding children. 

(this box should expand as you type)




	
	Information for participants:
	
YES
	NO
	
N/A

	13
	Will you describe the main research procedures to participants in advance, so that they are informed about what to expect?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	14
	Will you tell participants that their participation is voluntary?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	15
	Will you obtain written consent for participation?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	16
	Will you explain to participants that refusal to participate in the research will not affect their treatment or education (if relevant)?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	17
	If the research is observational, will you ask participants for their consent to being observed?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	18
	Will you tell participants that they may withdraw from the research at any time and for any reason?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	19
	With questionnaires, will you give participants the option of omitting questions they do not want to answer?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	20
	Will you tell participants that their data will be treated with full confidentiality and that, if published, it will not be identifiable as theirs?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	21
	Will you debrief participants at the end of their participation, in a way appropriate to the type of research undertaken?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	22
	If NO to any of above questions, please give an explanation 

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Information for participants:
	
YES
	NO
	
N/A

	24
	Will participants be paid?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	25
	Is specialist electrical or other equipment to be used with participants?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	26
	Are there any financial or other interests to the investigator or University arising from this study?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	27
	Will the research activity involve deliberately misleading participants in any way, or the partial or full concealment of the specific study aims?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	28
	If YES to any question, please provide full details 

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)



SECTION H: Anticipated Risks

	
	
Outline any anticipated risks that may adversely affect any of the participants, the researchers and/or the University, and the steps that will be taken to address them. 

If you have completed a full risk assessment (for example as required by a laboratory, or external research collaborator) you may append that to this form.  

	1
	Full risk assessment completed and appended? 
	Yes 
	☐

	
	
	No
	☒

	2
	Risks to participants
For example: sector-specific health & safety, emotional distress, financial disclosure, physical harm, transfer of personal data, sensitive organisational information

	
	Risk to participants:


(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to participants:



(this box should expand as you type)

	3
	If research activity may include sensitive, embarrassing or upsetting topics (e.g. sexual activity, drug use) or issues likely to disclose information requiring further action (e.g. criminal activity), give details of the procedures to deal with these issues, including any support/advice (e.g. helpline numbers) to be offered to participants. Note that where applicable, consent procedures should make it clear that if something potentially or actually illegal is discovered in the course of a project, it may need to be disclosed to the proper authorities

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)

	4
	Risks to the investigator
For example: personal health & safety, physical harm, emotional distress, risk of accusation of harm/impropriety, conflict of interest

	
	Risk to the investigator:



(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to the investigator:



(this box should expand as you type)

	5
	University/institutional risks
For example: adverse publicity, financial loss, data protection

	
	Risk to the University:



(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to the University:



(this box should expand as you type)

	6
	Environmental risks
For example: accidental spillage of pollutants, damage to local ecosystems

	
	Risk to the environment:



(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to environment:



(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Disclosure and Barring Service

	
	If the research activity involves children or vulnerable adults, a Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) certificate must be obtained before any contact with such participants.
	YES

	NO

	N/A


	7
	Does your research require you to hold a current DBS Certificate?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	8
	If YES, please give the certificate number. If the certificate number is not available please write “Pending”; in this case any ethical approval will be subject to providing the appropriate certificate number.
	



SECTION I: Feedback, Consent and Confidentiality

	1
	Feedback
What de-briefing and feedback will be provided to participants, how will this be done and when? 

	
	
I will inform participants that I will be able to send a link for my final dissertation after it has been marked. This will be for them to review but only after the dissertation has been completed and marked.
I will also invite participants to send them a link for the results or provide a brief for what has been written so they can view the results. 

(this box should expand as you type)

	2
	Informed consent
Describe the arrangements to inform potential participants, before providing consent, of what is involved in participating. Describe the arrangements for participants to provide full consent before data collection begins. If gaining consent in this way is inappropriate, explain how consent will be obtained and recorded in accordance with prevailing data protection legislation.

	
	
At the start of the survey, I will complete a disclaimer that has to be recognised by the participant. This will state that any information they provide will not be shared outside of this dissertation and no personal identifiable information will be asked or required to be filled out. 

(this box should expand as you type)

	3
	Confidentiality / Anonymity
Set out how anonymity of participants and confidentiality will be ensured in any outputs. If anonymity is not being offered, explain why this is the case. 

	
	
I will not be looking to acquire their name or any personal identifiable information in this matter and will only be asking for their role as part of my study.

(this box should expand as you type)



SECTION J: Data Protection and Storage

	
	Does the research activity involve personal data (as defined by the General Data Protection Regulation 2016 “GDPR” and the Data Protection Act 2018 “DPA”)?
	YES
	NO

	1
	“Personal data” means any information relating to an identified or identifiable natural person (‘data subject’). An identifiable natural person is one who can be identified, directly or indirectly, in particular by reference to an identifier such as a name, an identification number, location data, an online identifier or to one or more factors specific to the physical, physiological, genetic, mental, economic, cultural or social identity of that natural person. Any video or audio recordings of participants is considered to be personal data.
	☐
	X

	
	If YES, provide a description of the data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	2
	


(this box should expand as you type)

	
	Does it involve special category data (as defined by the GDPR)?
	YES
	NO

	3
	“Special category data” means sensitive personal data consisting of information as to the data subjects’ –
(a) racial or ethnic origin,
(b) political opinions,
(c ) religious beliefs or other beliefs of a similar nature,
(d) membership of a trade union (within the meaning of the Trade Union and Labour Relations (Consolidation) Act 1992),
(e) physical or mental health or condition,
(f) sexual life,
(g) genetics,
(h) biometric data (as used for ID purposes),
	☐
	X

	
	If YES, provide a description of the special category data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	4
	


(this box should expand as you type)



	
	
Will data from the research activity (collected data, drafts of the thesis, or materials for publication) be stored in any of the following ways?
	YES
	NO

	5
	Manual files (i.e. in paper form)?
	☐
	☒

	6
	University computers?
	☒
	☐

	7
	Private company computers?
	☐
	☒

	8
	Home or other personal computers?
	☒
	☐

	9
	Laptop computers/ CDs/ Portable disk-drives/ memory sticks?
	☒
	☐

	10
	“Cloud” storage or websites?
	☐
	☒

	11
	Other – specify:

	☐
	☐

	12
	For all stored data, explain the measures in place to ensure the security of the data collected, data confidentiality, including details of backup procedures, password protection, encryption, anonymisation and pseudonymisation:

	
	
I will be writing my dissertation on my work laptop however will be regularly emailing my dissertation to my personal email for storage.

(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Data Protection

	
	Will the research activity involve any of the following activities:
	YES
	NO

	13
	Electronic transfer of data in any form?
	☐
	☒

	14
	Sharing of data with others at the University outside of the immediate research team?
	☐
	☒

	15
	Sharing of data with other organisations?
	☐
	☒

	16
	Export of data outside the UK or importing of data from outside the UK?
	☐
	☒

	17
	Use of personal addresses, postcodes, faxes, emails or telephone numbers?
	☐
	☒

	18
	Publication of data that might allow identification of individuals?
	☐
	☒

	19
	Use of data management system?
	☐
	☒

	20
	Data archiving?
	☐
	☒

	21
	If YES to any question, please provide full details, explaining how this will be conducted in accordance with the GDPR and Data Protection Act (2018) (and any international equivalents, where appropriate):

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)

	22
	List all who will have access to the data generated by the research activity:

	
	
Just myself and I will hold it in line with Data Protection guidance.

(this box should expand as you type)

	23
	List who will have control of, and act as custodian(s) for, data generated by the research activity:

	
	
Just myself and I will hold it in line with Data Protection guidance.

(this box should expand as you type)

	24
	Give details of data storage arrangements, including security measures in place to protect the data, where data will be stored, how long for, and in what form. Will data be archived – if so how and if not why not.  

	
	
Any data that I do collect I will maintain until the completion of my dissertation as I will not have any need to retain this information after this. I will keep it secured on my laptop device which only I have access to and is password protected. 

(this box should expand as you type)

	25
	Please indicate if your data will be stored in the UWTSD Research Data Repository (see https://researchdata.uwtsd.ac.uk/ ).   If so please explain. (Most relevant to academic staff) 

	
	
Not applicable

(this box should expand as you type)

	26
	Confirm that you have read the UWTSD guidance on data management (see https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/library/research-data-management/)
	YES
	☒

	27
	Confirm that you are aware that you need to keep all data until after your research has completed or the end of your funding
	YES
	☒





SECTION K: Declaration
	
	The information which I have provided is correct and complete to the best of my knowledge. I have attempted to identify any risks and issues related to the research activity and acknowledge my obligations and the rights of the participants.

In submitting this application I hereby confirm that I undertake to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice which is published on the website: https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/research/research-ethics/ 

	1
	Signature of applicant:
	Rhian Goldby 
	Date: 24/02/2025




For STUDENT Submissions:
	2
	Director of Studies/Supervisor:
	
	Date:

	3
	Signature:
	

	



For STAFF Submissions:
	4
	Academic Director/ Assistant Dean:
	
	Date:

	5
	Signature:
	

	



Checklist: Please complete the checklist below to ensure that you have completed the form according to the guidelines and attached any required documentation:
	☒
	I have read the guidance notes supplied before completing the form.

	☒
	I have completed ALL RELEVANT sections of the form in full.

	☒
	I confirm that the research activity has received approval in principle

	☐
	I have attached a copy of final/interim approval from external organisation (where appropriate)

	☐
	I have attached a full risk assessment (where appropriate)  ONLY TICK IF YOU HAVE ATTACHED A FULL RISK ASSESSMENT

	☒
	I understand that it is my responsibility to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice.

	☒
	I understand that before commencing data collection all documents aimed at respondents (including information sheets, consent forms, questionnaires, interview schedules etc.) must be confirmed by the DoS/Supervisor, module tutor or Academic Director.



	RESEARCH STUDENTS ONLY
Once complete, submit this form via the MyTSD Doctoral College Portal at (https://mytsd.uwtsd.ac.uk).


	RESEARCH STAFF ONLY
All communications relating to this application during its processing must be in writing and emailed to pgresearch@uwtsd.ac.uk , with the title ‘Ethical Approval’ followed by your name.


	STUDENTS ON UNDERGRADUATE OR TAUGHT MASTERS PROGRAMMES should submit this form (and receive the outcome) via systems explained to you by the supervisor/module leader.
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How effective do you think the Child Protection system is?
20 responses

@ Very effective

@ Somewhat effective
@ Somewhat ineffective
@ Very ineffective
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A survey into the effectiveness of Child
Protection with various agency perspectives.

B I U o Y

Disclaimer

Please note that this survey contains questions regarding child protection and professionals interactions with
children at risk. This survey will look to draw on professionals experiences in these situations. As a result, this
may resurface trauma or cause distress to professionals.

Therefore, a variety of contact numbers for mental health and support services will be provided at the end of
the survey if anyone taking part wishes to receive support.
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Which category best describes your role? |_|:| Copy chart

20 responses

@ Frontline Police officer
@ Social worker

@ Public protection investigation officer
I @ Child protection investigation officer
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What does the term 'Safeguarding Children' mean to you?

20 responses

Child needs to be safe and protected is paramount and is the core of our business

Attempting to protect them from harm in the present or future, including mental, emotional or physical
harm.

Ensuring their on going safety and well being. This could be ensuring they are in the most appropriate
environment, under the care of the most suitable persons whether this be parents, guardians, services or
otherwise.

Ensuring that children are safe from physical and emotional harm.

Protecting vulnerable children from all aspects of harm, abuse and those at risk of abuse with policies and
practices in place.

ensuring the safety and wellbeing of children
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Helping to keep a child safe (physically, emotionally, sexually, financially and free from neglect) and to
promote their wellbeing in all areas of the child’s life - ideally within their family, supporting parents to care
for the child/ren, if that is a safe option.

If necessary, keeping the child safe may mean removing them from their parent’s care.

Ensuring a child’s welfare and them having the opportunity to reach their full potential potential
protecting children from harm or possible harm

Protecting children from harm - emotional or physical

Ensuring that children are protected from harm whether it is physical, emotional, sexual or Neglect
Ensuring the safety of children in the present and the future

To ensure children are protected from harm. To ensure measures are in place to achieve this as children
are the most vulnerable and cant always see or judge the risk of harm




image7.png
Explain your role when dealing with children at risk.

20 responses

| am a team manager, so | review the information and make the decision whether we enter into a child
protection investigation, jointly with police and other agencies

To identify if there is a risk present and to act to try and reduce this.

Response Policing Sergeant. Oversight of investigations involving children as victims, witnesses,
vulnerable or missing.

| deal with criminal investigations where the child is the victim of physical or sexual crime where the
perpetrator is a family member or a professional and any sexual offences where the victim is under the age
of 13 years.

Identify the risks, assess the risks/needs and develop a safeguarding plan with the relevant professionals
with a multi agency approach -MASH. Identify services / provisions to support the family, all within the
legal framework that identifies the duties and responsibilities.

ensuring that children appear well fed, well cared for, and not the victim of any abuse
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Independent assessment of parents who have had, or are at risk of having their children removed from
their care, and sibling assessments to decide whether brothers and sisters should stay together, or be
separated.

| am a manager of a safeguarding team and oversee social workers intervention to ensure correct service
delivery

ensuring that children are not in immediate danger or harm, reducing the risk of them coming to harm,
submitting relevant forms to enable children to obtain support from the best suited agencies. Utilising
police powers to remove children from dangerous situaitons or environments.

Providing initial support to prevent immediate harm and making referrals as necessary

| am currently employed as a family court advisor my role is to ensure that the child’s voice is heard within
the court arena

Initial attendance at concerns for safety of children, child assaults and missing children. Ensuring the
children are safe where they are, there is no outside influence effecting the childs behaviour such as child
sexual exploitation.
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Investigate if there is a criminal element to the risk. Safeguard children by liaising with social services for
that ongoing support. Interview the child if they are willing to do so. Obtain medical records if there are
injuries sustained. Examine Third Party Material for any previous or ongoing concerns raised by social
services, schools or medical

Social worker - completing assessments - care and support, parenting assessments, court reports, chairing
child protection/core group meetings. Working directly with children and families to develop more effective
plans, looking at wider family support network and how they can support. Ensuring children's wishes and
feelings are being heard and shared with all professionals. Ensuring cases are progressed if the plans are
not working and children continue to be at risk of harm and there is no evidence of change.

| believe that my role as a frontline police officer is to identify children at risk when attending calls and
ensuring that | address immediate and short term safeguarding if the risk is deemed as an immediate risk
to children. | am able to do this by utilising police powers of protection in taking control of the child if |
identify that they are in significant risk of abuse or neglect from their care giver. Another example of police
safeguarding children at risk is utilising CAWN's where if it is identified that a child is being exploited or at
risk of this from a particular individual, police can help safeguard the child by imposing restrictions on an
individual who poses a risk to them.
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Furthermore, in identifying children at risk, my role is to also liaise with partner agencies such as social
services or EDT to name some, in order to help implement longer term safeguarding and help minimise and
prevent risks posed to the child and provide more sustainable solutions to help them. This liaising can be
done through multiple means but in my experience is primarily done through Public Protection
Notifications.

Work with the family to create a safety plan. Co-ordinate support services to help families make
improvements. Undertake assessments.

Currently working in the Fostering Service- role includes assessing connected people to care for children
who have experienced trauma.

A "connected persons assessment” is a process used to evaluate the suitability of a relative, friend, or other
individual connected to a child for providing care, often within the context of fostering or special
guardianship. This assessment ensures that the connected person can meet the child's needs and provide
a safe, stable, and nurturing environment.

Front Line Sergeant - Ensuring that | provide supervision to my team, guiding them to take the most
appropriate action to make sure the child is safe. Mainly working with social services to achieve the best
outcome for the child safety.
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assess risk and detect cime

Safeguard, identify and eliminate risks, deal with criminal offences
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How effective do you think the Child Protection system is?

20 responses

@ Very effective

@ Somewhat effective
@ Somewhat ineffective
@ Very ineffective

|_|:| Copy chart
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To what level is it a Police officer's role to safeguard children?

20 responses

@ High
@ Medium
® Low
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To what level is it Social Services role to safeguard children?
20 responses

@ High
@ Medium
©® Low
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What is your understanding of Police's role in safeguarding children?

20 responses

Police often see more than a social worker. They see things happening in real time and not the false
environment that is often portrayed by parents when we get there. Th police role is extremely important

Identifying if any offences have been committed and if so, investigating them and dealing with them
promptly. Ensuring that we use our powers to protect children from harm when a risk is identified. Identify
where other agencies need to take priority.

Police play vital role in safeguarding of children by working with partner agencies to ensure there on going
safety and wellbeing.

Ensuring that the risk on all children is eliminated by using the law and working closely with partners, Once
initial safeguarding is in place then ensuring that the offences are investigated and the most appropriate
outcome is established,

The police investigate suspected abuse and take immediate action to protect children at risk working
collaboratively to ensure the welfare of the child is paramount.
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police can only remove children from addresses if extreme neglect is obvious. police can mainly share
information with partner agencies to highlight and address issues

Police have a duty to report their findings (to social services) when they are in contact with a family, if
children are present at the home, and there are any safeguarding concerns. They also have powers to
remove the children to a place of safety, if there is an immediate risk of harm to the children. These powers
do not last more than a few days.

To ensure any criminal elements are dealt with, to respond in an emergency, to share intelligence, to work
as part of team

To reduce the immediate risk or potential risk of harm, submitting the relevant forms to allow support to be
provided and to remove children should it be in their best interests for their welfare.

The same as safeuarding any person - to provide immediate support and prevent of risk
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A police officer’s role should be that if they suspect that a child is at risk they have a duty to protect

To ensure that children who come across the police system are ensuring that the children do not come to
harm and to liaise with social services and other outside agencies to ensure that children are safeguarding

Police predominately investigate the criminal aspect however will assist with referrals to school and Social
services for ongoing support

It aporears to be limited it to immediate child protection issues, being present for start meetings, child
protection conferences, joint agency section 47 investigations, leasinf if there are criminal issues to
investigate. General police appear to have a very limited understanding of chils protection/safeguarding
children

To identify children at risk and help implement short term safeguarding.

Only the police have the power to remove children, unless a court order is in place.
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The police should and can use their powers of protection in order to safegaurd children. They should be
undertaking welfare checks and referring any concerns to social services

We have certain powers to safeguard children, however to be most efficient in the powers we should work
with social services in the child's interest.

limited

Protect from immediate harm and make referrals to relevant agences
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What is your understanding of Social Services role in safeguarding children?

20 responses

Assessment. Understanding the risks and making a plan to keep the child safe from ongoing harm

To continue safeguarding once a risk has been identified and action has been taken by police. To ensure
that this risk remains minimised and doesn't return. To find alternative solutions as criminal prosecution
may not always be possible.

They also play vital role in safeguarding of children. They have a duty of care to attend and investigate
concerns surrounding children's safety. They will assist in managing concerns and develop safety plans.

Initially ensuring that the child is kept safe, at the same time ensuring that there wellbeing needs are met
and also ensuring the most appropriate family court decisions are made.

Social services play an integral part in safe guarding; implementing support plans and intervening when
necessary to protect vulnerable children. Social services also support families in need and provide care
plans to ensure that child’s needs are met.

they can remove children from parents as a final measure, as well as implement steps prior to this to
prevent this from happening
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Working with the children and family to promote safer care of the children. If this is not possible, such as
where the risks are too high, social services can apply to court for an order to share parental responsibility
with the parents, and the children can be removed, if this is the option agreed by the Court.

To ensure needs are identified early on and appropriate services implemented to ensure a child’s welfare.

social services should then follow on from police involvement or work alongside the police when
investigations are being conducted to provide continued support to the child or family.

Social services should be making the long term arrangeemtns to ensure the safeguarding of children,
working alongside police in response to incidents.

To protect any child who is at risk of harm

To work with families to ensure that children have an appropriate place to live with appropriate persons.

social services offer ongoing support to the children and the family
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Taking immediate action if required to ensure the safety of children, leading plans to ensure effective plans
are in place to offer families support, to co ordinate professionals to ensure information is shared and
families have the support they require to make positive changes. For the child to remain central to all plans

To corroborate with partner agencies and implement longer term safeguarding

To support in managing risk and attempt to reduce risk for children. To manage support plans and look at
services to make improvements.

Social serives role involves assessing risks, investigating allegations of abuse or neglect, and working with
families and other professionals to create safe and stable environments for children. Social workers may
also connect families with support services and advocate for children's needs within the legal system.

Children Services hold the main responsibility of safeguarding children, with legislation and close work with
family to get the best outcome for their family life, whilst ensuring they are not in harms way.
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limited

To have overall control, to protect from immediate harm and long term physical and emotional harm, to
have a plan in place and provide regular checkups
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Do you feel that Police are the most appropriate agency to effectively address the safeguarding of
children? Explain you answer.

20 responses

Yes, as above. They are front line and are a lot more

It depends on the circumstances. On some occasions, yes, as offences have been committed and
immediate action needs to be taken. On other occasions, social workers should take primacy and the
action should be much faster.

The most appropriate agency is children services, social services, however, police do play an essential role
in this.

Initially yes. We are often the first person at an incident and therefore should fall on the police to safeguard
but the long term should be Social services. Police should however investigate all criminal matters and this
means working with social services together.

Yes they do as under the children act 1989, police officers have the power to remove children in emergency
situations for up to 72 hours if a child is deemed to be at risk at harm. They would need to work with the
local authority where appropriate accommodation for the child must be provided.
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no because it just comes under the umbrella of incidents police attend. social services are the most
appropriate as this is their area

In an emergency, yes... as the social worker does not have the power to remove a child. In other situations,
they play an important role in sharing information, which helps to build a picture and chronology of care
concerns for the children.

They are equally as appropriate as children services, they offer the out of hours service social services
cannot provide. They have greater powers than social workers

sometimes, when there is immediate risk to the child then yes police are most appropriate. when there are
ongoing situations where the child is already known to social services or other agencies, it would be best
for them to take the lead and utilise the police when appropriate.

No - intial measure in respone to incidents but not long term safeguarding

Yes they are the only agency who are able exercise their powers to protect children if necessary
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No, however the POLICE are often left to pick up from Social services short fall.

Depends on the investigation. Social services are mainly there for the safeguarding aspect longer term but
it is necessary to have that police involvement for the wider investigation

Sometimes, it can be dependent upon the situation about what agency should lead - more in relation to
immediate risk of harm. Social workers should leave when there is a child protection plan, care & support
plan or court proceedings. Police look at criminal aspects of law and if there is a chance of prosecution
however social workers lead work to support families to make changes.

To an extent no. This is because police powers allow the short term safeguarding of children but due to
multiple factors such as time and resources, cannot implement longer term and more sustainable
safeguarding of the child.

No - police work to definitives. Safeguarding children is about managing risk, coming up with different
ideas to support children remaining at home and making things safer for children. Police work to the law
and have clear-cut rules. That does not work with safeguarding as things are not as clear-cut.
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No, not all police officers have appropriate training in safegaurding, they do not empathise with children or
understand the trauma some children/families have been through

No - Police cannot provide a close and efficient service to children due to the other duties they hold. Police
cannot continue to monitor the children safety and family home life, whereas social services can. Working
alongside education, police, medical professionals, children services are best to be efficient.

yes, often involving offences against children

No - only when intervening to eliminate any immediate risks or offences - overall should fall to social
services.
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How often do you deal with children at risk?
20 responses

@ Very often

@ Occassionally
© Rarely

@ Never
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What is the predominant reason you encounter children at risk?

20 responses

Child abuse or exposure to abuse

Domestic situations

Domestic incidents / Missing Person reports.

It is our daily business.

Emotional and sexual abuse

concern calls

Combination of parents with DV, substance misuse and/or mental health issues.
All forms of abuse, | wouldn’t be able to identify a singular issue.

Children being involved in or witnessing domestic incidents, or missing people.
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in response to incidents either involving family of the children, or missing persons
To ensure their voices are heard
Assaults on children, missing persons.

Neglect or assaults. Parents dont know how to raise children. Parents dont know how to deal with children
with additional needs. Teachers dont have the right training to deal with situations

Domestic abuse, negelct, emotional harm, physical abuse, parental substance misuse.

Mainly as missing children from children in care who have been removed from their home setting for a
number of reasons.

Neglect or harm

Part of my day to day role.
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Exploitation and child assaults.

neglect or assaults

Exploitation by older individuals.
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In your opinion, how confident would you feel to effectively safeguard a child at risk?
20 responses

@ Very confident

@ Somewhat confident
@ Somewhat unconfident
@ Very unconfident
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What impact do you believe it has on a child when removed from a neglectful situation?

V2

20 responses

@ Very positive

@ Somewhat positive

© Somewhat negative

@ Very negative

@ itis hard to tell and greatly depends on
the individual as well as other environ...

@ A child’s welfare is protected however...

@ It depends on the level of neglect and...

@ ltis hard to tell, you know it will be the...

@ Although | believe that this is generall...
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To your understanding, do social services have powers to remove a child from a neglectful

situation?
20 responses

® Yes
® No
@® Unsure
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To your understanding, do police officers have powers to remove a child from a neglectful
situation?
20 responses

® Yes
® No
@® Unsure
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How effective are partner-agencies when safeguarding children?
20 responses

@ Very effective

@ Somewnhat effective
© Somewhat ineffective
@ Very ineffective





image36.png
How could safeguarding children be improved in your role?
Explain your answer.

20 responses

Joint working with police. There is not enough police officers. We are getting to a point where social
services would benefit from having police on the team

Social services action quicker- especially when it comes to using police protection powers. There are times
when children are waiting hours within a police station.

An easier pathway to link in with Social Services / Childrens Services out of hours.

There needs to be more funding for social services as individual social workers have a huge workload
which means that mistakes happen and corners are cut. There are not enough appropriate foster carers
especially in emergency situations and again this is down to funding. | feel that if this was better than there
would be less criminal offences as children would be better safeguarded on first disclosure but this is
often swept under the carpet. Far to many children are living in unsuitable accommodation but it has to be
really bad for social services to become involved.

| also feel that there should be more funding for every child to have free school meals at the beginning of
the day and at lunch at least this basic need would be met.




image37.png
Early intervention, invest in early help services who can support families before crisis occurs and reduces
the risk of harm to children and services to families. Further, empower children and listen to their voices
and adequate staffing and funding from local governments.

more powers

Better awareness of social workers regarding the impact on children; more staff, lower caseloads, better
communication with agencies and effective parenting support in the early stages of concerns (prevention)
Timely decision making when high risks are evident.

Greater multi agency working, greater powers to social workers, more workers, more funding, a 24 hour
social work service, social services should not be a 9-5 job, social workers to go out with police officers
and manage situations jointly

Further training or joint training with social services to understand each others roles and powers further.

Better responses from social services, and social services being easily contactable and helpful 24/7.
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Everyone working together

On call, police/social services liaison to advise officers on the course of action to take.

Better partnership working with social services

More effective communication between partner agencies. A better understanding of each partner agencies
roles and the limitations of powers for each agency. More interventions available to support families, both
at an early stage and more intensive support.

| believe that further understanding of the powers and policies relating to this matter would help police
officers safeguard children more effectively. | also believe that having closer working relations with partner
agencies to understand their roles and for them to understand ours would improve the effectiveness of
safeguarding, whether that be social workers and police working in the same office or having a liaison
officer between the agenices.
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Everyone to have a better understanding of social work role. Understanding that removing children also has
a harmful impact on children and that isn’t always the answer to the problem.

| don't think | have enough space or time to answer that question

| believe that further work needs to be done around partnership working when it comes to the safeguarding
of children. | believe that both services should have education around each others roles and powers to
understand and achieve the best outcome.

Children Services are limited in their powers no doubt, however it would be better if education is given to
police to understand their roles and responsibilities also.

More often than not we are not working together, we complete our own roles rather than have a joint visit or
investigation which is how it should be led. This is simply due to shift differences and other commitments
from both sides.

dedicated team that deals with this. fulkl understanding of powers and procedures

More police officers, more social services staff.




