Essential Skills for Professional Singers                                                                      Amelia Morgan

The foremost skill required of professional singers is that of vocal technique. Healthy sound production is essential for longevity as a vocalist, including warming up and cooling down, not straining or over-singing, using correct alignment/posture, vocal health, and knowing the limits of one’s own voice. These skills can be acquired through training with an experienced teacher, as well as reading up on or studying vocal anatomy and/or pathology.
Another crucial skill for professional singers is developing musicianship skills. This includes reading music, learning music efficiently, and pitch accuracy. This is a vital skill for ensemble work, session work, and developing/improving a musical ear. This can be utilised when learning new music, composing, collaborating and arranging. 
Professional singers going from gig to gig also need to have a solid understanding and knowledge of repertoire so as to be able to identify appropriate repertoire for different kinds of purposes. This is especially important for auditions, as choice of repertoire can make a big difference to whether a casting panel deems a singer suitable or not, especially in opera and musical theatre. 
Vocalists must possess stage presence and performance skills to ensure the audience are engaged throughout, as well as to ensure the story being told is communicated clearly. This could also include hosting and presenting skills as singers are often asked to introduce their songs and sometimes even asked to host or emcee concerts. 
A final crucial skill for gigging vocalists is networking and marketing skills. This encompasses advertising, social media management, event management and other administrative tasks necessary for booking gigs. This is key as it enables musicians to find venues, collaborations, open mic nights, and auditions. Having a strong social media presence also enables them to communicate with managers, producers, agents, directors, and other musicians from all across the world.
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