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Issues, Nature, and Colour 
Dissertation proposal 

In this essay I will discuss three key words supported by three images of my choosing. I will be linking the words, issues, nature and colour to form a question for my level 6 individual research dissertation as I believe that each word has an important subject matter. Supporting my work, I will be looking into three visual artists. The artist I will investigate for the key word issues is J. Henry Fair, for nature I will investigate Ted Gore and finally for colour, I will be looking at Sheri Elizabeth. The key images for this essay will each come from these artists. To back up each key word I will also be looking into articles and books to further my reasoning for choosing each.

Issues
The first word that I have decided to use is issues, with a particular focus on environmental issues, the reason for this is because I believe that the topic is greatly significant and is not spoken about enough. The term issues means an important topic for debate, this means that there is a lot to discuss of the matter especially in terms of global warming and climate change. Using the term issues, I am able to go into more than one form of issuewhen it comes to the environment. I have previously done work based on environmental issues as I know how important it is but with the topic being so substantial, doing more work on it will hopefully get the message across of how important it is. The most common problem that people know of is plastic pollution, which is what much of my work is about. When thinking of environment issues, although I feel that even though this is a very big problem, others are not focused on enough which is why I have chosen to investigate environmental issues as a whole, instead of just focusing on one thing. J. Henry Fair an artist whose work is very appealing and full of colour but the underlying meaning behind it is very strong and important. Looking at his work, you would not realise that is work is caused by pollution, which is what I find so interesting about them. The artists has created many artworks about pollution and his intention is to “help the fight for a sustainable world” (Pacciardi, 2017). Looking at some of his images taken from his book called Industrial Scares: The Hidden Costs of Consumption (Fair, 2016) each image is unique and has a different message behind it and with the images being taken from all around the world it shows how pollution is not sectioned to one part of the world, or one country. The image that stood out to me the most by Fair is called Coal [image: Coal Slurry- Detritus Of Water And Chemicals After Coal Is Washed]Slurry, the image shows the costs of what happens from washing coal with chemicals when preparing it for sale, this creates a slurry which is subsequently released. The image is so striking that you wouldn’t believe that this is the cost of pollution. Looking at the ‘The World Counts’ website it shows the number of problems that affects the world and these numbers are increasing by the second. One of the numbers show how many plastic bags are being produced, this shows the number climbing which is shocking. A massive problem in this world is the amount of plastic pollution that is created, “an estimated 2.2billion ton of plastic is dumped into our oceans” (theworldcount, 2022). The affects that this has on marine life is substantial. Greta Thunberg, an environmental activist despite being so young, recognized the effects of global warming and did not wait for someone else to do something about it, Thunberg first started in 2018 at just 15 years old and has now travelled the world to voice her concerns on the matter, “I want you to panic. I want you to feel the fear I feel every day. And then I want you to act” (Thunberg, 2019). Doing further research into global warming I have learned that the world has increased in temperature which is causing extreme weather changes and more storms. This may only be half a degree Celsius more, but it is the cause more water evaporation which means more frequent rainstorms and so much more. “It’s mainly us” (EDF,2022), this was a shocking thing to read, that we as humans complain about climate change and global warming but it is us who cause it and only us who can change it. From burning fossil fuels and deforestation all these things cause such changes in the environment which is why it needs to change. Linking all of this to my work may be very difficult as talking about such a huge topic can mean too broad a selection of work. Although I believe that looking back at Fair’s work and using Thunberg as an inspiration, I will accomplish what I want to. Looking into the environment, it does not only affect us but our surroundings which is why I have chosen my next key word to be nature so that I am able to still see the beauty within.Fig.1

Nature
Nature is all around us, everywhere we look, and it is simply beautiful, how something can be here for thousands of years living and breathing and unfortunetly we have realised that there are other living things on this planet but still choose to not do enough to help these, we still over fish for value, still burn and produce air pollution, all things are manmade which is why everything is dying. It is the epitome of the earth and continues to grow daily with most outliving human lifetimes, and we take such things for granted. From tall trees to tiny insects, nature is everywhere. Nature is very much affected by the environmental issues that I have already spoken about which is where these two key words link, global warming, pollution and so many more all affect nature as they are our surroundings. “The problem whose attempted solution has brought such a train of disaster in its wake is an accompaniment of our modern way of life” (Carson, 1962, p.9). Reading a book published in 1962 shows just how perennial this problem is and how we as humans, the only living thing that can do something to fix said problem, have been insufficient in solving the dilemma. The book was very eye opening and shows so many different elements of what is wrong with the world, taking my own photographs of nature should be and always have been very easy, but bearing in mind about how nature is dying and the words of Carson, I now perceive every aspect of nature as invaluable and has altered my outlook on such things. A huge problem within nature is deforestation, the act of cutting down trees to make room for property builds, fuel wood and so much more. Trees provide oxygen so not only are we cutting our main oxygen supply, but we are also destroying thousands of animal and insect habitats in the process. Destroying land for man made things needs to be stopped urgently before there is nothing else left to destroy. We are ruining nature and then complaining about it as if this is not our faults. The Amazon Rainforest, located in Brazil is the largest rainforest in the world, home to thousands of plants and wildlife. Unfortunately, a lot of illegal actions is being conducted there, one being tree logging, which is when a tree is cut down and prepared for other things. It is so sad to think just how much one tree can affect [image: Sweet Afton]everything, never mind thousands. Another illegal thing transpiring is fires, quickly catching light and spreading throughout, these are not very easy to contain and can often take hours, within this time so much is destroyed not only affecting the trees but all of nature around it. This is also not only happening in the amazon. Landscape photographer, Ted Gore, based in southern California captures photographs of nature at their prim beauty. Gore enjoys breaking barriers and pushing boundaries in his work and loves to use modern day technology to his advantage to capture is his images. Gores work links to nature as well as my perious key word is because he often fakes his images, getting the outcome that he does. This shows that the colour within his images are not quite as vibrant in person. The images being full of colour and light while showing how nature is supposed to look. His image Sweet Afton is an image that caught my attention straight away, the way the surroundings look untouched by man and everything seems to be thriving by itself, the image is taken in a rainforest which shows the vibrant greens and the natural light shining through the trees. Gore’s work has made me come to the realization that we take life for granted, the colours, light, everything, we don’t often take a second look at things because we often know that we will see something like it again at some point in our lives. When creating my images my primary focus is to capture images without causing harm to the environment and nature, creating images that have colour like Gore’s images but in a closer perspective as I do not want to make work on landscape. I will use surroundings from my day-to-day life as I take these views for granted. Colour is fading as the environment deteriorates which leads me onto my next key word.Fig. 2

Colour 
Lastly, I have decided to investigate colour, this being that photographing the environment should result in some very colourful images. Colour is something that we all see every day, but I believe that photograph taking into consideration how colour is a lot less vibrant now than what is once was - knowing this now that I have more knowledge on how the environment is slowly dying because of us - will make me appreciate the images a lot more. Colour has a plethora of meanings, it can also depend on an individual’s mood and other factors. Not only that but certain colours are associated with emotions, for example, red being angry, blue being sad among others, although this may vary from one individual to another depending on up brining, age, and culture etc. When thinking of colour there is more to it than what meets the eye, I have recently read about colour psychology, discovered by Sir Isaac Newton in 1666 which is “when pure white light passes through a prism, it separates into all of the visible colours. Newton also found that each colour is made up of a single wavelength and cannot be separated any further into other colours” (Cherry, 2020). What this essentially means is that colour can be created with light but this cannot be made into more colours. However, when it comes to paint, colours can indeed be mixed together as a means of creating new ones. I read more upon this and found that “colours are wavelengths of light that are within a visible range for the human eye. The light reflected by a coloured object travels in waves, much like ripples on the surface of water, and emits a signature wavelength” (Caltech letters, 2019). Reading this shows that there is a lot more science behind colour that what you might think. Looking at some artists, I found [image: 5]Sheri Elizabeth (Sheri Baker) who photographs objects closely mainly through macro photography. Some of her images have so much colour that are so vibrant and strong that my eyes are naturally lead around the photograph. An image of Barkers work which really drew my attention in the image currently shown to the left, it is full of colour but still has a focal point, a specific point in the image that stands out from the rest. The reason that I loved this image so much is because of the red flower, when thinking of red and emotion, we usually associate this colour with anger, although this image gives the feel of peace and calmness, even though its main centre point is the red flower. With that being said, red also can be associated with warmth which is what this image may make someone feel. I love how the artist managed to achieve such a strong image with said colour. A reason for me choosing Barker’s work is because the majority of it is taken in nature, which is something that I would like to achieve when creating my own work. All of her images are full of colour which is something that I will take inspiration from when looking doing my individual research.Fig. 3

To summarise, I am very happy with all of the research that I have managed to acquire for each key word, reading books and articles helped me further my understanding on each topic, all making me want to do work of the subject even more, although, for my independent study, I will benefit a lot more by doing more research into the colour theory. Linking it to a variety of artists instead of just artists who focus on colour. 
As said before, I have done work on the environment on numerous occasions, and I also like to make sure that my work always has some meaning behind it and I think linking the environment to nature and colour and having all the research to back up my work will help it have a lot more meaning. The keywords are all different, although link to each other at the same time, nature relates to issues as the environment is deteriorating which has a huge impact on nature, this also links to colour as it as an on influence of this too. The artwork that I have selected for each are similar in a sense of colour, each image is beautifully presented with a vast array of colour, they also all have elements of nature within. so for my individual research dissertation, I am asking the question of, is it possible to find colour and beauty in nature with all the issues going on in the world through the use of landscape and macro photography?
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