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[bookmark: _Toc48149390]Introduction 	
There is a growing change in the learning patterns of the student’s learning nowdays. The VLEs have enhanced and improved the learning experience of student’s nowdays. Due to various features of the system it has helped the students to learn to learn in various interactive and developmental ways. Not only the secondary students but also the children who are in the primary schools are making use of the VLEs so that it can be used by the students to continue the process of learning. However the sue of the VLE depends upon the how different students make use of it. Some may use it positively to learn while some may not make the most out these opportunities (The use of virtual learning environments and their impact on academic performance, 2020). The students may see this as a developed way of notes and lectures rather than using it to progress their learning and growth process. The University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus uses the Moodle VLE system that provides students it an online learning system. The below research project will help us to find about the various impacts as well as benefits and drawbacks of the VLEs on today’s learning environment. A combination of both primary as well as secondary research will be used here to collect information on the research topic. 
[bookmark: _Toc48149391]Research Rationale
The VLEs are well structured system that helps the students to operate their studies in the environment of the universities and colleges. It has provided a lot of benefits to the students as well as teachers in studying the module. The teacher can conduct various exams with the help of this platform as deliver lectures to the students (Shah et al,. 2019). The use of module has also impacted the life of the students in the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. However there are also some drawbacks in the VLEs for the teachers as well as the students. The drawbacks will be further researched and studied in the below research. 
[bookmark: _Toc48149392]Research Aim and objectives
The primary aim of the research is analysing the use of VLEs in the academic environment on the students as well as the teachers in the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. Also we will find about how this is used in the learning system and helps in encouraging the students. 
The objectives of the research are:
· Analysing the impact of the use of VLEs on the learning of the students.
· Conducting a primary as well as secondary research on the students of the university about their experience on use of VLEs. 
· Analysing the literature on the VLEs and its benefits that it provides to students as well as teachers.
· Analysing the importance of VLEs in today’s learning environment. 
· Analysing the drawbacks of VLEs in the learning system.
· Providing recommendations to the University for Improvement the VLEs in the learning system so that it helps students to learn further. 

[bookmark: _Toc48149393]Literature Review 
Range of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE’S)
According To the research findings conducted by Parsons (2017), technological advancements have steadily improved all sectors in UK. Speaking about the educational sector, development in learning processes and introduction of new methods have become essential for institutions providing higher education. Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) provides digital space to students by providing e-learning options. As per Nguyen et al,.(2017), this learning process has created a different platform whereby students and educators get the opportunity of interacting and placing their thoughts regarding any subject/ course details. VLE’s are generally of two main types and includes Blackboard and Moodle. Blackboard VLE provides details of students’ reading list along with presentations required for online classes and tests. Many universities prefer this VLE as compared to Moodle. University of Wales Trinity Saint David use VLE Moodle to provide information about academic courses and conduct classes for improving the experience of learning for students. Uninterrupted services for students are availed by the University and, hence, this platform has been opted during this pandemic crisis (Rientieset al,.2017).
Application of Equipments 
For the technological advanced sectors, feasibility in handling mobile phones, laptops, desktop computers, etc have helped people to develop. Students are also using such equipments for excelling in academic career. As opined by Husain et al,.(2018) Covid-19 pandemic have led students to learn new tactics for handling equipments required for online classes. Knowledge for handling VLE platform is necessary and it has created repercussions for many students in completing their higher academic courses. However, some students use their mobile phones to attend classes and find relevant details of their course papers (Herrera Mosquera, 2017). This equipment has improved e-learning process. Lack of accessing internet facility is a major issue for students using computers and laptops. Mitigating such issue might help students to access VLE Moodle. 
[bookmark: _Toc48149394]Methodology
With the establishment of research objectives and aims for this concerned work, it is necessary to use appropriate research methods for examining various aspects of virtual learning environment in details. Particularly, in the University of Wales, application of VLE Moodle for teaching students and providing relevant course materials have helped in understanding the importance of this technological platform with greater details. As a part of this research, the researcher has focused on applying the primary quantitative and secondary qualitative research methods. 
For the primary quantitative data analysis, survey will be conducted by recruiting participants from University of Wales. The respondents have been chosen by the researcher in a random way and pie-charts will be used for analysing the data collected through survey. Questionnaires will be generated through online medium and 50 respondents from the aforementioned University have been chosen by the researcher to carry out the survey analysis. 
In case of secondary qualitative data analysis, relevant sources has been identified and used by the researcher to present appropriate data related to VLE learning experience of students. Articles, journals, books, etc have been analysed to present data in a summarised form. 
[bookmark: _Toc48147798][bookmark: _Toc48149395]Results from analysis 
The survey would be presented in the form of graphs and its corresponding tables for the further evaluation procedure. The graphs would be generated from the excel sheet with the help of tables where the data and information would be inserted. The graphs would play the major role in deducing the research results. 
Q1. Do you think that the VLE platform is enhancing the learning experience of the students in university?
	Options 
	Number of respondents 
	Percentage of respondents 
	Total number of respondents 

	Strongly agree 
	20
	40
	50

	Agree 
	10
	20
	50

	Neutral 
	10
	20
	50

	Disagree 
	5
	10
	50

	Strongly disagree 
	5
	10
	50


 Table 1: the VLE platform is enhancing the learning experience of the students in university

Chart 1: the VLE platform is enhancing the learning experience of the students in university
Q2. Do you agree that the VLE platform is user-friendly enough to gain knowledge from the resources available in it?
	Options 
	Number of respondents 
	Percentage of respondents 
	Total number of respondents 

	Strongly agree 
	20
	40
	50

	Agree 
	15
	30
	50

	Neutral 
	5
	10
	50

	Disagree 
	6
	12
	50

	Strongly disagree 
	4
	8
	50


Table 2: the VLE platform is user-friendly enough to gain knowledge from the resources available in it

Chart 2: the VLE platform is user-friendly enough to gain knowledge from the resources available in it
Q3. Do you believe that the VLE technology is functioning effectively in this current pandemic situation in terms of student’s education?
	Options 
	Number of respondents 
	Percentage of respondents 
	Total number of respondents 

	Strongly agree 
	15
	30
	50

	Agree 
	15
	30
	50

	Neutral 
	10
	20
	50

	Disagree 
	5
	10
	50

	Strongly disagree 
	5
	10
	50


Table 3: the VLE technology is functioning effectively in this current pandemic situation in terms of student’s education

Chart 3: the VLE technology is functioning effectively in this current pandemic situation in terms of student’s education
[bookmark: _Toc48147799][bookmark: _Toc48149396] Primary data analysis 
From the primary data that is the survey it has been evaluated the fact that the students or the undertaken respondents have positive as well as efficient experience regrading the usage of the VLE technology. This is because of the fact, this technology has not only facilitated with immense amount of resources but also has assisted them to maintain connectivity through communication with each other. On an average, the maximum number or the percentage of respondents that is close to 55 to 60 percentage are more likely to inclined towards the usage and the facilities provided by the VLE technology. In fact the students have also conveyed the fact that during the covid-19 pandemic situation, the VLE technology is the one which has maintained the ongoing education of the university students without hampering their students, rather it has greatly impacted on their studies. This conveys that the efficacy of VLE technologies is much wider for enhancing the learning experiences of the students. 
[bookmark: _Toc48149397]Secondary Data Analysis 
According to the study of Shah and Barkas, conducted in the year 2018, there are primarily multiple aspects which are affected by e-learning technologies. With respect to the study it can be stated that there are primarily three major types of engagement which includes behavioural, emotional and cognitive engagement. According to the study there is a huge resemblance between the attendance of individuals and performance shown by them. There is a huge change in the pattern of students, wherein there are students who seek job opportunities while studying or opt for distance learning. In such a context, the use of VLE becomes rather imperative. With respect to the study, it can be suggested that with respect to attendance of students, the impact on level of performance cannot be effectively analysed. However based upon rate of BB hits it can be thoroughly analysed. However, the study concludes that there is an association between the multiple learning frameworks and the digital technologies. The correct amalgamation of the two models would aid in attaining the adequacy in terms of performance.
In the study conducted by Alves and colleages in the year 2017, there has been a positive resemblance with respect to performance of students and use of VLE. With the aid of the study it was found that there is a general positive association of the number of students accessing the VLE and number of students performing efficiently. The study enables the inference that the number of student VLEs implies the number of students passing. Moreover, it is also related to showing the statistical data of percentage of students passing and the percentage of students enrolled in a particular course. The study furthermore suggests that student retention is an important factor when higher education is concerned. The VLE showcases the result with respect to accessibility and effect on the higher education. 
[bookmark: _Toc48149398]Conclusion/ Recommendation
Thus, with the aid of the analysis it can be implied that, VLEs are highly useful, especially in the time of COVID 19 pandemic. Moreover, it is with the aid of this mode that, learning experiences are effectively facilitated and improved. The study also implies that even though the influence on performance has been positive, there are variable aspects such as subjective nature of VLE and other learning frameworks which has variable result upon use of VLE. 
In order to improve experience of students, statistical tools should be utilised to analyse the impact of VLE on students. Based upon the analysis, the strategic framework for improving the mode of use of VLE should be formulated. Furthermore, with respect to the study, it can be suggested that in order to improve the condition of higher education, greater amount of online sources should be made available. User friendly methods, and effective forms of software should be utilised by various universities for effective and better learning experiences. Interaction enhancing software should also be easily available and they should be widely incorporated for enabling better experience. 
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