	
	
	



Student number: 27001084
CELTIC STUDIES: ESSAY PLAN.
Skills for Academic Study in the Field of Celtic Studies (HPCS4001)
ESSAY PLAN
Is it possible to determine who the author of the Mabinogi might have been? Evaluate the main theories that have been proposed in relation to this. 

EXAMPLE OF FIRST PARAGRAPH: 
Regarding the authenticity of who the author of The Mabinogi may have been, it is impossible to determine the writer's identity because of the lack of evidence as to authorship. Many scholars have written their various theories to answer this question but, as yet, none have shown any concrete evidence to establish the true identity of the author or author's, as the case may been. One theory is that several authors, as a collective, have been responsible for having joint ownership of authorship.
INTRODUCTION: 
Dr Andrew Breeze (a Celticist & English lecturer) claims that The Four Branches' of The Mabinogion is one of the greatest works of Welsh literature and Celtic mythology[footnoteRef:2]. [2:  Andrew Breeze, 2009.] 

· The Mabinogi (the oldest copy is priceless) 
· The White Book of Rhydderch [footnoteRef:3](1300) and kept at NLW, Aberystwyth, a second version (dated 1375)  [3:  Sir John Rhys, c 1325-1400.] 

· The Red Book of Hergest,[footnoteRef:4] is kept at Jesus College, Oxford.[footnoteRef:5] [4:  Hywel Fychan, 1375-1425. ]  [5:  Hywel Fychan, c.1382.] 

Explain what the text is:
The Mabinogion was a collection of stories and the theory is that it is not the work of a single author:
· Eleven stories written over a two-hundred-year period (possibly a twelfth story added)
· By different authors or just one? (debatable).
MAIN BODY:
Lady Charlotte Guest was the first person who translated and published the tales, she named them “The Mabinogion” in 1838-49 (The Four Branches), eleven tales of historical Welsh prose[footnoteRef:6]. [6:  Lady Charlotte Guest, 1838.
] 

Sioned Davies translator of the 2007 version of Mabinogi[footnoteRef:7] needs looking into further. [7:  Sioned Davies, 2007.
] 

The text is an eight-hundred-year-old collection of Celtic tales.
· Possible authors being monks from North Wales?
· Princess Gwenllian being an option is discussed in Andrew Breeze’s theory[footnoteRef:8], and both Simon Evans[footnoteRef:9] and Roberts[footnoteRef:10] agree. [8:  Andrew Breeze, 2018. ]  [9:  Andrew Breeze, 2018.]  [10:  Andrew Breeze, 2018.] 

· Natasha Sumner[footnoteRef:11] quotes Catherine McKenna[footnoteRef:12]. (Harvard Drs) both agree there is no way to pinpoint definite person of authorship (as does Jane Cartwright[footnoteRef:13]). [11:  Natasha Sumner, 2016. ]  [12:  Natasha Sumner, 2016.]  [13:  Natasha Sumner, 2016.] 

· Add Breeze's hypothesis which agrees that there are good reasons for believing that Princess Gwenllian of Gwynedd was the author, but there is no solid evidence to verify this[footnoteRef:14]. [14:  Roger Dobson, 11/01/97.] 

Welsh scholars Simon Evans[footnoteRef:15] and Brynley Roberts[footnoteRef:16] “consistently” advocate for a twelfth century date of writing, and insist it is one author who was knowledgeable about both counties Gwynedd and Dyfed. [15:  Andrew Breeze, Vol 3 (1), 2018. ]  [16: Andrew Breeze, 2018.] 

Breeze concludes that Gwenllian was of royal blood, and she married a Dyfed prince between around 1020 and 1136, which puts her at relevant time period for claim of authorship[footnoteRef:17]. [17:  Andrew Breeze, 2018. ] 

The ‘Four Branches’ were written between 1120-1130[footnoteRef:18], hence correlates with the dates of Princess Gwenllian. This could present the argument that this is most convincing fact yet, regardless of other evidence being available. [18:  Andrew Breeze, 2018] 

Michael Faletra[footnoteRef:19], agrees with Breeze's theory that author is a lady. Could this be more evidence for Princess Gwenllian? Faletra also comments on how a monk from North Wales is speculated as being author of the Four Branches and talks of other authors thought to be from Glamorgan or Llanbadarn Fawr.   [19:  Michael Felatra, 10/03/20.] 

SPECULATE/THEORISE:
Is twelfth century Princess Gwenllian the original author of the eight-hundred-year-old text? Check the dates when she lived and died and the counties’ she was familiar with, plus her links to royalty (her parents/lineage). She was daughter of the King of Gwynedd and married to Lord Rhys of Deheubarth[footnoteRef:20].  [20:  Roger Dobson, 20/03/20. ] 

Or was the author a monk or collection of authors?
DATES: 
Some believe that there is no certain date possible to say when the book was written. Among them is Jane Cartwright,[footnoteRef:21] but there is no solid proof of authorship only speculation and theories. [21:  Andrew Breeze, 2018.] 

Natasha Sumner quotes Catherine McKenna “Tales predate the fall of Gwynedd in 1282”.[footnoteRef:22] She concludes by evidence putting the writing in the 1120's or early 1130's! (this coincides with others' dates) (Studia Celtica[footnoteRef:23]) [22:  Natasha Sumner, 2016: 83]  [23:  Andrew Breeze, 2018.] 

Rodway[footnoteRef:24]refers to Breeze's paper and argues that Gwenllian was author of ‘The Four Branches’. Rodway comments on how it was met with mostly scepticism and continues to say how there is no proof that female scribes existed before the second half of the fifteenth century. [24:  S. Rodway, 2007: 47-89.] 

Luft[footnoteRef:25] comments on Breeze' lack of engagement with recent fellow scholarship, regarding also the lack of solid evidence and other factors leading me to question Breeze' theory.                                                                                                                           [25:  Diana Luft, 2010: 9-11] 

THE ORIGINS OF THE FOUR BRANCHES:
Breeze argues that the author of The Mabinogi is Princess Gwenllian (c1097-1136). Her father was King of Deheubarth (South Wales)[footnoteRef:26]. Breeze dates the Four Branches to 1120-1136. (dates which coincide with Gwenllian's lifespan). Breeze claims that stories are written from a feminine perspective and the work of a woman. He links it to Princess Gwenllian knowing it is the work of someone with etiquette and she fits the bill for the time period and dates mentioned. Breeze comments on how the author favours the feminine characters of the tales and how the stories read like a woman's work. He believes the author is a person of authority and resources[footnoteRef:27]arguing that topics such as childlessness and wet nurses are women's interests, normally only spoken about privately among women. Breeze interprets the author's attention given to feminine activities for “motherhood, wet-nursing, fostering, or childlessness” as opposed to “battles and war” (being mainly a topic for males then).[footnoteRef:28]                                                                                                                                         It is a controversial viewpoint, that Gwenllian of Dyfed was the author, but he clearly narrows it down to having been the lady of a Royal court as the narrative points to a lady of etiquette. He links her as being familiar with regional areas of Wales and Ireland mentioned in the text as she was a Gwynedd princess married to a Dyfed ruler and had spent time in exile in Ireland.[footnoteRef:29]  [26:  Andrew Breeze, 2009: 8]  [27:  Andrew Breeze, 2009: 4.]  [28:  Andrew Breeze, 2009: 8.]  [29:  S. Rodway, 2007: 47-89.           ] 

PARAGRAPH EXAMPLE WITH QUOTATION:
Saunders Lewis[footnoteRef:30] identifies a link to Bendigeidfran's invasion of Ireland and also to Henry II in 1172. It is believed that Lord Rhys of Deheubarth attended Henry II’s court in 1177. Thus, confirming the late 12th century provenance for the writing of the final version of The Mabinogi manuscript. To quote Lewis: [30:  Will Parker, 2010. ] 

“The author was alert to these patterns of recurrence, these habitual fault-lines in the geopolitical landscape of Medieval Wales”[footnoteRef:31]  [31:  Will Parker, 2010. ] 

Lewis refers to the fact that authorship was down to a person who was knowledgeable with the geography of Wales and Ireland during that era. Hence, this could then arguably be the work of Princess Gwenllian of Gwynedd who was married to Lord Rhys of Deheubarth from the county of Dyfed. She would have known the regions of both counties during the period which The Mabinogi manuscript was written. She was a person of etiquette and also of royal blood as her father was King of Gwynedd. However, there is still no concrete evidence as to the truth of the matter, it is purely speculation regarding the authorship of The Mabinogi. It is arguable as to whether Princess Gwenllian is the authentic author, but her criteria is in her favour as being the possible owner of authorship[footnoteRef:32].  [32:  Will Parker, 2010.] 


CONCLUSION.
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A REVIEW OF FIVE WEBSITES RELATING TO CELTIC STUDIES.

BBC Cymru.’Wales History:The Mabinogion’, BBC. <http://www.bbc.co.uk/waleshistory/sites/themes/society/myths_mabinogion.shtml> [accessed 24/03/20] 
This website is titled 'The Mabinogion'. The heading is attractive with large font using capital letters however, the page layout looks rather cramped. This site gives information regarding the book entitled 'The Mabinogion'. It tells us that King Arthur and his son Merlin are influential figures among the tales of the Mabinogion. Also, it informs us that is was Lady Charlotte Guest who first translated the Mabinogion folk tales in the mid nineteenth century. More importantly it tells us that the book is preserved in two parts, one written between 1300-1325, the other 1375-1425; This site also explains why the manuscript known as The Mabinogi became known as such. Interestingly, we are informed of a twelfth story’ which is sometimes included in collections. This site shows a list of links to the left, which is easy to navigate and includes links to the history of Wales and historic figures. An image of the translator, Charlotte Guest is shown. Other links available range from topics such as historic periods, society and culture, as well as the history of religion. At the top of the page there are useful links taking viewers to local history, history for kids and archives, there is also a history blog. More interesting links to the right of the page lead viewers to information regarding BBC pages about 'Myths and Legends' in different parts of Wales. Overall, this is a useful site for scholars.

The Editors of Encyclopedia Britannica.’King Arthur: Legendary King of Britain’. Encyclopedia Britannica.                                                                              <http://www.britannica.com>                                                                                        [accessed 12/04/20]
This website is entitled 'King Arthur Legendary King of Britain'. It is a BBC website. Although it is nicely laid out with some lovely images, there are far too many advertisements. These are distracting to the the reader by popping up in between paragraphs relating to King Arthur, somewhat spoiling the experience of visiting such an informative site. Written by the editors of Encyclopedia Britannica, additional information is given via a link titled 'See Article History'. Th site informs us that King Arthur was also known as Arthur Pendragon and he appears in medieval romance stories. There is a link called 'Matter of Britain' which mentions the famous 'Round Table' (of the Knight's) and also speculates as to whether the legends were originated in Wales or Celtic speaking areas of Britain. Another link takes us to 'Arthurian Legend', giving the reader yet more information. Other links lead to information about the Holy Grail (a 13th century Christian holy text), and elaborates on this story as well as offering links to Welsh literature and the useful 'Article History' link which shows additional information regarding recommended reading. A bar at the very top of the page shows other links taking readers to videos and blogs; another useful extra on this site. There is a beautiful depiction of King Arthur via the display of a tapestry c1400, and written underneath it says it hangs in a museum in New York. The website continues to tell us how Arthur led a Welsh resistance, but it is not set in stone as to this being a fact. Further down on the page there is a link telling us of Merlin's connection to Arthur. Above that link there is one to 'Glastonbury', informing us that, according to legend, Arthur's grave can be found there. 'Excalibur' (the famous legendary sword) is also highlighted for further reading telling the interesting tale of the sword. Other Britannica articles related to King Arthur encourage us to learn more regarding the history of Britain's kings. I would highly recommend this site to other scholars as being useful to academic study. 

The Druid Network.‘What is Druidry’.                                                             <http://www.druidnetwork.com >                                                                                  
 [accessed 24/03/20]
Apart from an image of a tree at the top of the page there is nothing attractive regarding the format about this site. The presentation is all very plain and simple, hence quite boring to look at. However, the information given regarding the history of the druids is informative although brief. Under a link entitled 'The Druid Network', a menu takes the reader to an option to join the network as well as join in with projects. Another link gives further information regarding druid beliefs, rites and rituals leading readers to more interesting facts concerning them however, the site does not acknowledge sources, hence it is unreliable for work of a scholarly level.

The National Geographic.‘History and Civilisation’.                                       <www.nationalgeographic.co.uk/history-and-civilisation/2019/why-do-we-know-so-little-about-the-druids >                                                                                                         
[accessed 20/04/20]
This website is headed by advertisements for Disney which rather spoils the introduction to the site. On the top bar there is an option for viewers to subscribe to The National Geographic magazine. When scrolling down instead of information on the right side of the page, disappointingly, we are met with yet more adverts for the same Disney promotions. Scrolling down on the left side another popup advert for the National Geographic is suddenly visible. However, the creator Erin Blakemore does show some information of interest in the shape of an image of the 'Wicker man', including information about this and she acknowledges the source. Nevertheless, it is not a very useful site and I would not recommend it at all for academia as it may not be accurate. 

Mandy Barrow. Primary Homework Help. ‘The Celts’.            <http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk>                                                              
 [accessed 20/04/20]
The Celts is written by Mandy Barrow, an information technology teacher. This website begins by showing a useful timeline from the Celts (5000BC) to WW11(1939). The format is excellent and easy to navigate and it is very clear to understand. A search bar which is easily accessible for children to access information is also clearly visible. There are further links via a column on the left side of the page and homework index which contains school subjects and is categorised from Art to Science. It also shows other topics and the option to select and choose from topics such as the 'Vikings' and the 'Moon Calendar'. The site is most interesting and informative with attractive images relating to the topics shown. It begins by asking who the Celts were and makes an important point when explaining how there were tribes of Celts with language being the commonality among them (during the Iron Age). Also, this site tells us interesting facts such as when the Celts lived in Europe and where they came from (although currently this is believed to be uncertain). This website offers information regarding the Gaul’s, Britons and Gaels which is vital information regarding the Celtic groups of North Western Europe. There is another link showing great reviews from newspapers and the media regarding Mary Barrow's website. On the whole this is a useful site to visit especially if of school going age. 






	
	
	



	
	
	



