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1. [bookmark: _Toc512274629]Introduction
[bookmark: _Toc512274630]Aims
[bookmark: _Toc512274631]The Aim of this reflective report is to review the work for the different modules I studied in the foundation year for the motorcycle engineering course. I am going to look at the feedback given and criticise myself at what I did well and what didn’t go as well as I thought. I will also be looking at how I could improve the pieces of work and what I would do next time if I was to do a similar piece of work. I will also link my experiences to the technical knowledge I have gained. I will look at 3 different pieces of coursework and picking my best one which was the technical report & Solidworks and my worst one which was the technical poster. I will also be picking the technical presentation. 
Objectives

My objectives for this reflective report is to pick 3 different pieces of coursework from the foundation year and review how well I have done in them and how I could improve them if I was to do a similar piece of work. I will them overview the whole year and what my strengths and weaknesses are for the year and how I can progress further in the course. 
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2. [bookmark: _Toc512274632]Coursework 1 – Technical Report & Solidworks 

In this piece of coursework I was required to make a Lego car in Solidworks and create a technical report on how I made the piece on the CAD software Solidworks. I was required to look into the history of CAD and then how I built the parts for the Lego car and then how I assembled the car. The feedback given was generally very good giving a lot of praise such as “Really good understanding of the history of CAD” and “The knowledge that you demonstrate into the impact of CAD in engineering industry is well supported by references” This shows that I demonstrated that I researched the History of CAD well with accurately supported references from both the internet and books which is a positive to take further into my course. 
However there were some comments about the layout being incorrect with a comment of “I do normally recommend that each new chapter/main section is started on a new page” this is something I have to remember for my other reports and will take this on for my other reports I write in the future. I also got feedback on the mistakes I made with the Solidworks and made sure to take a note of them on where I went wrong. With this coursework I found that the task at hand was a success for me as I was able to make the pieces to a high standard however there could be improvements with the accuracy of them which I have to be careful of if I was to do the task again. My disadvantages of this piece of coursework was that I need to take more care on how I set out the pieces of coursework as there were comments on the professional practice section of the marking sheet. 
If I was to do this task again or a similar piece I would make sure to keep doing the factors that gave me the success such as the wide variety of references and that the general task was achieved however I would make sure I check the layout of the report and make sure each chapter r main section would be on a different page and make sure my accuracy in my CAD work is good.





3. [bookmark: _Toc512274633]Coursework 2 – Technical Poster 

In this task I was required to make a technical poster about 2 topics that were closely linked together from the taster lectures we had in the foundation year. I decided to pick aerodynamics and the simulator and looked at what I learnt in the aerodynamic lectures and how it linked to the simulator. 
The comments generally given were fairly negative and this was the weakest of my pieces of work and therefore the most I can get from to improve my overall work in the course. The comments focused on factors such as “simulator discussion is not particularly technical and more of an overview” and “you only gave glimpses of the importance of aerodynamics and simulator use. The section on lift could have perhaps been reduced to allow you to do a conclusion on lift and how it highlighted the importance in the industry” This shows that not enough detail was shown in the technical poster and the links were not there between the 2 subjects which is a disadvantage. I should have looked more into 1 place in aerodynamics and then linked it to the simulator as stated by the marker which would be more of a success. There were also comments of “you need to proof read your work” this shows that I have been careless in the professional presentation of the poster and therefore is a disadvantage for me. This therefore needs to be a target for me to take on for future posters made. However I did receive some positives such as “Very good selection of sources and the reference list is in the correct Harvard convention” and “Your explanations of aerodynamics, lift and drag are good” These are positives to take away with me as I know I’m using a correct amount of sources and a variety of sources such as the internet and books. I’m also referencing them correctly which is a positive. 
From these comments the disadvantages I need to improve on is to proof read my work to ensure mistakes are not made to keep that professional practice and to make sure that I am explaining in detail the purpose of the technical poster and making sure I stay on the task to ensure that links are made correctly and in the right way. The advantages are that I am using a right amount of sources and am referencing correctly. 
If I was to do this task again I would make sure to link my points correctly to the other topic and to make sure that I proof read my work to ensure no mistakes are made.



4. [bookmark: _Toc512274634]Coursework 3 – Technical Presentation 
In this piece of coursework I was asked to create a technical presentation on the topics that were given by the marker and I chose to pick topic 3 which was to research and present on an iconic model from your chosen area of study and explain why it was technically special at its time of release” I then made a presentation on this task on exploring the way the model I chose in this case the Kawasaki H2R and looked at how it was technically special for its time The feedback given was generally ok it had negatives and positives from the notes. There were negative comments such as “”you didn’t go in great depth of technical knowledge”, “You could have spent longer on the comparison” and “you mainly read from notes and I think more practice would have helped reduce this” This shows that I needed to do some more research on the technical knowledge and how it was technically special for its time or focused more on this aspect in the presentation. This was also backed up by not having enough time on the comparison between the 2 bikes compared in the presentation which needed more attention. Also I need to focus more on my professional practice and to instead of reading notes to practice more on the presentation. 
However there were some advantages form this that I can take away such as “you explained the technical specification well” This shows that the presentation did have good information in there and that it was explained successfully and from that can use that as a template to explain other factors in a presentation. 
From the comments the advantages from it are that an ok presentation was created from it giving good information however the disadvantages are that not enough research was done in why it was so special for its time and the professional practice of the presentation wasn’t to a good enough standard. If I was to do the task again or a similar one I would make sure that enough research was done on the technical knowledge and I would work more on how I present the presentation and practice it numerous times so I’m not just reading off notes. 






5. [bookmark: _Toc512274635]Overview 
During the foundation year I found that I had strengths and weaknesses throughout the year and these are factors I can take away with me to keep doing or to improve in the future. I found my advantages to be able to research well and provide a wide variety of sources such as the internet and books and to be able to reference well and correctly in the right Harvard convention as shown in coursework 1 . I was also able to explain factors well such as the aerodynamics topic which is a strength to take forward within my studies. My weaknesses for the foundation year is that more proof reading is needed to get good marks in the professional practice section for the marking and therefore create more professional technical items. I also found that my weaknesses are that I need to focus more on linking subjects together when comparing two factors which is something I need to improve on in my future pieces of work. I also need to go in more depth in technical knowledge when talking about the subject to show more knowledge within the field. Going forward I will take these strengths and weaknesses to improve in future work. I have already made a few changes now in semester 1 of year 1 such as proof reading my work more to ensure that the professional practice is better which is turning into a strength which is a positive for my work. 














6. [bookmark: _Toc512274636]Conclusion 
Overall I have evaluated and reflected on my work for the foundation year and looked at my strengths and weaknesses allowing me to take forwards skills I have been praised for so I can keep doing them and improve the skills I have lacked which will improve me overall to perform better in the pieces of coursework ahead of me within the course. I have also reflected on how the year went overall which will help me to improve in the following years. 
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