[bookmark: _Toc303070346]
[image: ]

	
UNDERGRADUATE DISSERTATION
RESEARCH PROPOSAL FORM



 
Please complete the following research proposal and submit it to Turnitin. 

Which project option are you taking? Please tick:

8,000 word project:      
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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:
INTRODUCTION:
The effectiveness of UK neighbourhood policing teams (NPT).
Choosing the effectiveness of neighbourhood policing in the UK is the perfect dissertation topic for several reasons. First being, neighbourhood policing plays a vital role within local community safety, making it a subject of significant importance. By exploring the effectiveness of neighbourhood policing you have the opportunity to contribute to the understanding and improving of this key policing department. In addition to the last point, NPT is a multifaced and dynamic department which involves various strategies some being, community engagement and problem-solving approaches. As a result of this, this allows for a number of different research avenues to be explored and allows you to delve into different aspects such as crime prevention, community relations and the impact of policing practices on overall community well-being to name a few. Lastly, this topic allows you to explore the innovative and creative solutions used by NPT. Due to the nature of this department being fundamentally around community engagement it does not conform with traditional policing methods as it uses its community partners, social initiatives and proactive problem solving to protect and serve its community. By focusing on this topic, it allows you to explore the innovative approaches and assess their succession and propose new strategies that can lead to a safer community.
To support this topic, I have conducted research on NPT. I have firstly began looking at the history of NPT to properly understand their purpose and why they were initially created. I have looked at an article published by ‘the police foundation’ which discusses and analyses Neighbourhood policing: Past, present and future. Within this document under a heading for the history and development of NPT it states that the initial roots of neighbourhood policing in the UK can be associated with community policing efforts in the US. It additionally mentions that in the early 2000’s, namely 2005 as part of a rollout for the National Reassurance Policing Programme, the first NPT was created which consisted of police officers and new to the policing world PCSO’s (Police Community Support Officers). This was all done in an effort by the then government to boost public confidence in the police and to emphasise police engagement within its communities. (The Police Foundation, 2015, p.3) In an article published by HMIC in 2008, it states that at the time of publishing the report across England and Wales there were 3,600 NPT’s which consisted of 16,000 PCSO’s and 13,000 constables and sergeants. (HMIC, 2008, p.3)


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 
1. Evaluate the effectiveness of community engagement initiatives.
To do this I will be examining how effectively NPT’s engage with local residents, partnership agencies and local businesses to combat local issues, such as crime, ASB and drug dealing/use. 

2. Analyse the role of neighbourhood policing in enhancing public perceptions of safety.
To do this, I will by taking a closer look at how police high visibility patrols boosts the publics trust and feeling of safety within its community.

3. Investigate the role of neighbourhood policing in addressing specific local issues.
For this I will be taking a closer look at specific issues that are facing local communities, such as drug dealing and ASB and will be assessing the effectiveness of NPT in addressing and dealing with it.

4. Assess the utilisation of technology and innovation in neighbourhood policing.
I will be exploring how modern technology such as CCTV and social media impacts the effectiveness of NPT’s in serving their local communities.




	LITERATURE REVIEW:

· HMIC Inspection Report Metropolitan Police Service Neighbourhood Policing Developing Citizen Focus Policing.
This document was published in 2008 by HMIC and analyses the effectiveness of neighbourhood policing. Due to the HMIC focusing on protective services which are services that are high risk for public safety and service reputation, neighbourhood policing was identified as a priority inspection until there was evidence to suggest that it had been embedded in everyday police work. This document additionally sets out to identify any weaknesses and ways to develop these for the future.

· Neighbourhood policing: Past, present and future A review of the literature
This document was created and published by The Police Foundation and was published in May 2015. This summary of the relevant literature on neighbourhood policing has been commissioned by Thames Valley Police to inform their review of the future role and function of neighbourhood policing in their force. It covers the history and development of neighbourhood policing, describes the main models of neighbourhood policing, assesses its effectiveness, identifies good practice and looks at how neighbourhood policing might need to adapt in a rapidly changing world.

· Neighbourhood Policing: Impact and Implementation

This document was produced by the college of policing who look at the current effectiveness of neighbourhood policing. In this article it summarises its findings, explains the positive findings from their research and highlights aspects of neighbourhood policing that need to be amended. This document set out a number of different aspects of neighbourhood policing which they will be analysing and these include, engaging communities, problem solving, and targeting activity to name a couple. 

	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

Questionnaires will be one method I will be using in order to carry out my research. I believe that by obtaining a number of questionnaires it will allow me to collect a number of data from a variety of different sources.

Interviews I believe will allow me to research this topic in more depth by speaking and asking more probing questions to allow data to be collected.

Case studies will allow me to obtain a detailed examination of unique situations and/or rare occurrences. This will provide me with some real life examples of previous cases which are relevant to my research. 

Finally, this will enable me to analyse existing scholarly work which would include articles published on this topic and books that have been published. Again, this will allow me to have another research input that I believe will aid me with my work. 

	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

For questionnaires, this will be carried out internally within the police, with local partners and members of the public in order to obtain the best research available.

With regards to the interviews these will be conducted and recorded via face to face online calls. Using applications such as ‘teams’. 

Finally, with regards to case studies and literature reviews these will be carried out online and via books or articles.
By using this variety of participant again it will give my research a diverse approach, allowing a variety of people in different roles and statuses to contribute their thoughts and experiences.




	ETHICAL ISSUES:

I understand that when completing this research anonymity is key so that the identity and opinions of those who are participating is protected allowing them to speak freely and without fear that there will be backlash to what comments they make.
In addition, my research will be completely voluntary. Only people who wish to participate in my research will carry out interviews and/or surveys. This will be outlined at the top of any forms or will be made clear from the start to those wishing to participate.


	TIME SCALE:

The following time scale will be followed to allow completion of this research project:

1. September 2023 to November 2023 – In this stage I will completing an extensive literature review on the effectiveness of neighbourhood policing in the UK.
2. November 2023 to December 2023 – In this stage I will be researching into my proposed methods of research. Looking at how to conduct and complete interviews and how to design and enrol my questionnaires.
3. December 2023 to February 2024 – I will be during this period analysing results from the interviews and questionnaires in order to collect data provided within.
4. February 2024 to April 2024 – In this stage I will be further analysing the data from my finding and will be writing a conclusion on my findings.
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