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Introduction
In this written assessment I will create a reflective account on how literature and professional experiences has challenged my beliefs and assumptions on how schools respond to opportunities and challenged in their community. Stratford M, (2018) tells us that a reflective account is a piece of writing that includes your own personal experiences and can give your own opinions. Reflective writing must be supported by theorists to support what is being said. In this assignment my aim is to explain to the reader what I thought about the school environment in the classroom before observing in a school. My aim is to also make the reader understand my assumptions by using theorists to support my opinions and what I belief. I will talk about my assumptions that I had before being with a year 2 class. In the assessment I will state my assumptions on what I thought about school. In this assessment I don’t have many assumptions as I am placed in my old Primary school. This means that I wasn’t that challenged when going to the school as I knew what it was like there and how they teach their lessons as I have experience how they teach the pupils. 
In my placement school my assumptions were challenged, as before I went into the school and when I was in Foundation Phase, I didn’t realise that we were grouped together by our ability and I didn’t understand why. I also didn’t understand the context of some of the lessons that we had to do. I also didn’t understand why in Foundation Phase there a lot of free playing is while the teacher is with one group. By being in my old Primary school I didn’t have many assumptions as I had a brief understanding on what they did there as I experienced this first-hand. By being back at my old primary school and observing lessons it has now made me more aware of why certain things were done, such as grouping children in their abilities and the lessons that the children take part in. My first assumption that was challenged was that children are grouped into their abilities. At first, I didn’t get why this was so important to do as this is taking the children away from the people who they may want to sit by. I then realised that this is done to help children learn at their own pace and at their understanding. In the classroom there are many children with loads of abilities, for the teacher it is quite hard to conduct a lesson with mixed abilities all over the classroom. When they are put into their groups of their ability the children can focus more and they are all in unison with each other, so when the teacher is conducting a lesson it is easier to help each group as they all have the same ability. David L, (2016) research shows us that Montessori approach to learning, highlights the active learning, independence, cooperation and learning of each child independent development. The approach to education which highlights the individually and the independent learning of the children. A few main points of Montessori are, is to have respect for the children, The absorbent mind, Sensitive periods, the prepared environment and Auto education. I agree with Montessori approach because they are the ones that are learning and not all children learn the same and at the same pace. Another assumption that I had was about free playing. I didn’t understand why free playing was so important to a child’s development until I observed a class doing it. Free playing helps the children with their thinking, imagination and creativity skills as they have to come up with a with a game to play and imagine that they are in that setting. For example, if they are in a play kitchen, they have to imagine the food is real and that they are making the food. Moyles (1989) notes that spiral play is when the children should firstly free play then a structured activity is to be done, then to have more free play after the activity. This will help the children to expand their creativity on their own and the structured part will help them with the play. The play theory part of it is when the children need materials to be able to play from a young age. This again should also be free play, to guided play to free play again. Children need to have more freedom in playing with toys as they need to learn to explore the toy without any help, then the guided play will help them to figure out that they need to do. Once the child has a bit of a structured lesson it is then back to free play. I agree that this technique is useful and will help develop a child’s independent thinking. My final assumption I had before going into the school was the context of the curriculum. When I was in foundation phase I didn’t realise the lessons had any important purpose to it, but now going back and watching lessons take place I can now tell that the lessons cover all topics and also include, language, literacy and writing skills. An example of this is when I was in the school their topic for the next few weeks is Community and the world. In one of the lessons I saw they had a map and tried to find where they were on the map. They first had to find the United Kingdom, then Wales and then Resolven. They would use the iPad to go onto google earth to zoom in to find the school, once they found the school on the iPad they would then have to transfer it over to a map and colour in where they are. In the lesson I was digital skills being used, creativity and language skills. Placement school (2019) states that “We ensure that they have access to computer technology and have a broad education that encourages them to become competent in all areas of digital learning”. I agree with this and that technology is becoming more involved with our everyday lives, which mean it needs to take place more in classrooms so children can adapt to the technology. I have learned that these three key parts of helping children to learn are very important and I have learnt this when I was in my placement school. When I was a pupil there, I didn’t understand why it was done, now learning more on the subject and understanding the benefits of it all I agree with it being conducted in all schools. 
Conclusion
To conclude my assignment, I have learnt a lot from my placement school as it has helped me with my assumptions and over come them and make me realise how important it is for children to have them in their education. I have now realised that free play is good for children as it helps them with their creativity and independence in everyday life. I have also realised since being in my placement school that placing children into groups of their ability is a good idea as it helps the teacher with what children might need additional help in the classroom and guidance and also lets the teacher know if some of the children need harder work to expand their learning. My final assumption of the context of the curriculum was also cleared up when I went into the school and observed a lesson as before I didn’t understand why certain lessons were being taught but now, I realise that every lesson has a purpose. A lesson with technology helps build their digital skills, a lesson about what they did on the summer holidays helps with their writing and language skills, and a lesson about going to the shops and buying sweets helps them with their numeracy skills, which also helps them with counting money which is used in everyday life. From this assignment it has built up my knowledge on what is taught in the classroom and can be taken away and used in everyday life.
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