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Reflection 6: Being Human HPFY3008
Our module; Being Human has been very philosophically engaging and has been my favourite module so far. It gave me the opportunity to demonstrate my knowledge that I acquired before starting university. Admittedly, I did struggle to concentrate on some of the reading that we were assigned on our reading week and didn’t grasp all of the writing until we read through them again in our lectures. Our first assignment; an annotated bibliography allowed me to understand the text further with a closer read and conceptualising them into my own words helped me understand the texts through a different lens. 
The Derek Parfit chapter called ‘personal identity’ about the brain transplant case made me introspectively ponder the meaning of consciousness and its relationship to the self. I may not have agreed with a lot of the points that he was making (same as with a lot of the other texts we were assigned to read for the module) but I was glad to be exposed to a different perspective. 
Peter Singer’s article ‘All Animals are Equal’ helped me make sense of the cases for veganism. It also helped me to understand the relationship between animal rights and human rights and how they intertwine and also informs us of their historical connection. 
John Cottingham’s analysis of Rene Descartes’ philosophy called ‘The Incorporeal Mind’ was an interesting critique which I partially agreed with must mostly disagreed with. Again I was grateful to have had the opportunity to consider his point of view. 
David Hume’s exploration of the self and his doubting of its existence was an interesting study even if I found his outlook to be myopic and materialistic. An exploration into the insight of an empiricist, enlightenment thinker gave some insight into the motivations of the enlightenment and how Hume’s thoughts have influenced the modern world. 
I have requested an extended deadline on the last assignment on the module so I am still working on it. The assignment is an essay to which I have to explore one of three questions. I choose the question of whether the mind is separate or connected to the body. 
