Research Methodology 

1.0 Introduction 
The previous chapter within this dissertation analysed the existing literature relating to Evaluation of how UK police officers deal with medical incidents/ episodes and whether they should be dealing with these incidents at all? This chapter will explain to the reader how the study will be carried out along with different research methods and techniques. Research is defined by Hampshire College (2022) as the “systematic inquiry that entails collection of data; documents of critical information, analysis and interpretation of that data in accordance with professional fields and academic disciplines”. 

There are multiple types of research. The two I have and will be using within this dissertation are primary and secondary research. As stated by Ajayi V (2017) “gathering data can be accomplished through a primary source (researcher in the first person) or a secondary source (researcher obtains the data that has already been collected)”. What this means is primary research is conducted by a researcher themselves such as through the use of surveys or interviews or experiments whereas secondary research uses the results of the primary research in order to base they research . 

Within this chapter, the research method that will be utilised will be determined by being the most suitable for obtaining and identifying the object discussed whether this be primary or secondary research. However it is extremely likely that a mix of both primary and secondary research will be used due to the time restraints and limited funding available. 

1.1 Research model 
There are numerous research models which a researcher could use and adapt to suite their research. One of the most widely used and developed research models is the research onion. This model was developed by Saunders Et Al in 2007 and at is simplest “describes the different decision you’ll need to make when developing a research methodology” (Phiar D and Warren K, 2021). This method is widely used as it is flexible and allows the researcher to take into considerations the models six layers: These layers are the researchers philosophical position, the approach, research strategies, choices, research timelines and the data collection utilised. (Alturki R 2021). 
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Figure 1: Research onion (Saunders et al., 2019, p. 108)

1.2 Research philosophy 
Frank C (2013) details that within research methods there can be many methods of understanding. Namely Frank discusses positivism, post – positivism, quantitative and qualitative philosophies. Within the paper positivism is discussed as the clear approach to investigating phenomena and as such free from bias from the researches beliefs and opinions.  Positivism falls under the epistemology philosophy which is in its basics form is the theory of knowledge and relates to the minds relation to how reality is interpreted. Positivism comes up with questions related to the research that you can test, allowing the user to measure the accepted knowledge of the world. Post Positivism however is opposed to this interpretation and instead explores in depth phenomena from a quantitative perspective. One method is not necessarily better than another however one can be more appropriate for one particular research/ theory. 

1.3 Research approach 
There are two types of research approaches which are commonly utilised within research methods. These approaches are the inductive and deductive method.  The University of Warwick (2016) states that induction is the process by which we draw a general conclusion from the individual instances where as Deductive method seeks to draw valid conclusions from initial premises. What this means is indictive method goes from data to a theory where as deductive is the complete opposite. 

Within this dissertation I will be using the deductive method as I aim to collect data to either confirm or to disprove theories and objectives identified within earlier chapters. Within earlier chapters I have addressed theories and aims that will be tested through the use of surveys sent to members of the public. In turn this will allow me to obtain a wide range of data either confirming my initial suspicions (that police officers should not be attending medical incidents) or negating it. 

1.4 Data collection 
According to Swanson R and Holton E (2005) there are two main types of data collection. These are quantitative research data and qualitative research data. Quantitative research is describe as the most appropriate method of data collection and analysis for large groups as it makes generalisations. This is extremely beneficial when comparing results from large groups. Qualitative research is describe as the opposite. It allows researches to understand specific groups or and results however at the cost of time and labour intensity. For this research paper Quantitative method will be utilised  as it will be the best way to analyse the results obtained within the questionnaire 

1.5 Limitations 
There are various limitations that may occur while conducting the research for this dissertation such as the time of year or demand on emergency services. Questionnaires will be completed during the end of December and January months and as a result these months are known to be very busy and demanding for both members of the public and emergency services. This may cause issues for the questionnaires as I currently intend to gather approximately 100 responses however individuals may be too busy or committed to complete long questionnaires. As such this is something that will need to be taken into account when designing questions. 

1.6 Ethic considerations 
Information will be provided to all participants that the questionnaire is a voluntary basis and that there is no pressure to answer any questions. Only individuals over the age of 18 will be able to answer the survey. This is to ensure that they understand all the information being asked. Within this stage information will also be provided that result are being utilised within a university dissertation and whomever the university deems necessary and appropriate to share the results with may have access to the results. However although results and findings will be shared no personal data will be revealed. All data collected must be stored correctly ensuring that UWTSD guidelines are not breached. 

1.7 Conclusion
within this research methodology I have explained how I will be conducting my research through the use of questionnaires using a closed ended questions in to allow me to best analyse the results as open ended questions offer to wide of a response prohibiting me from examining the question being asked within the dissertation. The next chapter will review these findings 
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