POWERPOINT SUPPORTING PAPER
This paper will elaborate further on the points made in the accompanying power point presentation. This will include a description of the role, needs of the service user, required qualifications, responsibilities, working with other health professionals, communication methods and hindering factors.
The Job role of an Occupational therapist (OT) is to support patients of all ages reduce or alleviate the restrictions that come with disability whether it is caused by a particular illness, natural ageing or even an unfortunate accident (Royal College of Occupational Therapists, 2019). Due to the versatility and the variety of therapy available an Occupational Therapist can be found in a wide range of environments but most commonly are found in hospitals, doctor surgeries and in the homes of the patients (Communicationmatters.org.uk, 2021). 
The needs of the average service user are generally focused around a form of disability whether it is physical or mental. As well as the examples mentioned above they would also include patients recovering from surgery, patients with learning disabilities and patients born with disabilities (Health careers NHS, August 2020)A). 
The outcomes of the therapy provided by the practitioner can vary as much as the treatment but common examples include providing the patient with specially designed equipment, making changes to the work environment or private home of the patient and setting a plan place designed alongside the lifestyle aims of the patient (Health careers NHS, August 2020)B).
In order to qualify as an Occupational therapist you have to be registered with the Health and Care Professions Council (HCPC) and have completed an approved degree-level training course. The structure of the courses can be different but generally include a large amount of direct practical work with patients. A full time degree course generally requires two or three A levels along with five GCSEs C or above which include maths, English language and science (Health careers NHS. August 2020)C).
The responsibilities of an OT are outlined in full detail by the HCPC and must be adhered to in order to remain recognised as a professional OT. The most important ones include following the law, maintain accurate records, reviewing own work and keeping up to date with practice changes (Health and care professions council, 2021)A).
A major part of the role of an OT is working with other professionals. These may be other health care professionals such as doctors and nurses or public sector professionals like teachers and prison guards. This is because in order to establish an effective therapy plan for the patient the opinion of these individuals would be needed to answer any additional questions the patient may have about their condition or work environment (British heart foundation, 2021).
[bookmark: _GoBack]The most important parts of the therapy given by an OT are communicated to the patients usually either face to face during a session or in an interview environment. The arranging of appointments and other required information is usually over telephone or email (Health and care professions council, 2021)B).
Finally although the work of an OT is to improve the lives of others this is sometimes hindered by the religious beliefs of the patient, no access to the needed equipment even the patients not be able to come to terms with their illness (US national library of medicine national institutes of health, 2014).
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