1. To what extent were the Normans united by a shared sense of identity?

The Normans have a Scandinavian origin as Vikings – far from Normandy. Originally, they were Viking settlers and westerns franks who settled into what would be become Normandy. The history of such, which began in 911 with a treaty between King Charles III of West Francia and the Viking ruler Rollo and was situated in the former Frankish kingdom of Neustria. The treaty offered Rollo and his men the French coastal lands along the English Channel in exchange for their protection against further Viking incursions. As well as promising to protect the area of Rouen from Viking invasion, Rollo swore not to invade further Frankish lands himself. After which he agreed to a baptism, this would start a rather successful series of conquests. Through their history the Normans have spread far and wide to create Norman kingdoms in Southern Italy, Sicily, Normandy, Britain and as far east as Syria. Each of these contexts were different and gave rise to unique kingdoms.
The Normans sponsored a number of writers and historians to chronicle and legitimise their rule and conquests. the written histories that describe the Norman world are useful for several reasons getting a good tone for how they viewed themselves and how they were viewed by others, questions remain about the level of integration and shared identity the Normans had overall, especially as compared to most of their counterparts is a lack of a claim to the Greeks and Trojans. Dudo provided an ancestry for the Normans by tracing their Danish forebears back to the Trojan Antenor, who had a reputation as a traitor in the Middle Ages and could be a possible joke at his patrons expense showing a maybe something of an idea of how they where viewed. 
“The Normans considered themselves a distinct and proud people with their own homeland and a glorious past.” (Thomas, 2003, p32) The Norman identity can be understood as a combination of ideals and sliding scale rather than an immutable core, it features a culture of conquest, a talent for trickery and later Normans saw themselves as defenders of Christendom, noble knights and producers of culture.
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