OBSERVATION / FIELD NOTES

Record 1
	Date and time, year group: 26.09.2022, 09:00, Year 7


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

Pastoral lesson with a mainstream, mixed-ability year 7 class.


	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

In a pastoral lesson, I was fortunate to observe a clear example of best practice in a year seven lesson. As pastoral lessons were timetabled at the beginning of the week at the school, there was a clearly observable energy in the room. The form teacher was able to capitalise on this energy during the register, by asking each student to contribute something interesting they had done on the weekend to a class discussion. It was extremely evident that the form teacher had a genuine interest in the varied activities of the students, and that the students were excited to share the details of their weekends with them.


	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

This felt like a specific choice by the form teacher to set the lesson very naturally in the realm of health and well-being. It purposefully contributed to the development of pupils as healthy and confident individuals, and did so in a holistic and personalised manner. This will link well to the Four Purposes, but also to wider cultural and school context.


	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

First lesson of the day, with the form teacher of the class. This felt like a very casual introductory activity that suited the teacher’s style and seemed authentic. The students responded well to it, and the loose structure appeared to make them comfortable and keen to talk.











Record 2
	Date and time, year group: 26.09.2022, 12:00, Year 7


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

Health and Well-being lesson with the same class.


	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

During a class discussion, the teacher specifically prompted the students towards resilience as an answer. With the prompt as scaffolding, the students were able to discuss what resilience meant and why it was valuable to have it in their ‘toolbox’. To me, this showed the freshness of the ideas present in the new curriculum. Students did not seem to have engaged much with the four purposes yet, and support was needed from the more knowledgeable other in the form of their teacher.


	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

I was able to observe the thematic, and inter-linking, nature of lessons at the school in a Health and Well-being class before lunch. This was another lesson taught with the purpose of developing pupils into healthy and confident individuals, focusing on an inquiry question for the unit of lessons: ‘What’s in my toolbox?’

It feels as though the school emphasises cross-curricular learning to a great degree, in line with Curriculum for Wales guidelines.


	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

This topic was new to the students, and they needed lots of scaffolding to succeed. The teacher made extra efforts to give clear, explicit directions, and to break down the lesson into managable segments for the students.













Record 3
	Date and time, year group: 26.09.2022, 14:30, Year 7


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

Science lesson with the same class.


	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

Unfortunately, this was the first negative incident I witnessed. Due to technical difficulties with marking homework, the lesson slowed down and pupils became disruptive and noisy. However, the teacher used the school’s disciplinary system and was able to calm the class down without any major consequences apart from some lost time.


	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

I felt as though the difficulties in the lesson were largely due to it being the last lesson of the day. Pupil patience was low, and a technical issue that might not have disrupted an earlier lesson was sufficient to do so in this one.

However, the disciplinary system of the school was restorative and effective when used- This style of classroom management could be an interesting avenue for research.


	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

This was the last lesson of the day, and pupils appeared to have lost focus. The teacher made an effort to deliver an engaging lesson which took this into account, but was let down by technical difficulties as they attempted to mark homework with the class at the beginning of the lesson.
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