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Lecture Six

The global commons, international cooperation,

and global warming

Reading List
Essential reading

Attfield, Environmental Ethics, second edn. (Cambridge: Polity Press, 2014), pp.156-60 on the precautionary principle, and chs.6 and 7. 
Grubb, Michael, ‘The Greenhouse Effect: Negotiating Targets’, International Affairs (Royal Institute of International Affairs), Vol.66, No.1, 1990, pp.67-89. 

[Accessible via JSTOR]

Attfield, ‘Mediated Responsibilities, Global Warming and the Scope of Ethics’, Journal of Social Philosophy, Vol.40, No. 2, 2009, pp. 225-36. [Accessible at: http://www.readcube.com/articles/10.1111/j.1467-9833.2009.01448.x]

Recommended reading

Attfield, ‘Global Warming, Equity and Future Generations’, in Human Ecology Review, Vol.17, No.2, 2010, pp.102-105.

[Accessible at: http://www.humanecologyreview.org/pastissues/her172/Attfield.pdf]

Dower, Nigel, ‘Robin Attfield: Changing the Ethical Climate on Climate Change’, in Creation, Ethics and Environment, eds. Rebekah Humphreys and Sophie Vlacos (Cambridge: Cambridge Scholars Publishing, 2010); and Attfield, ‘Reply to Dower’, in Creation, Ethics and Environment, 2010). [Accessible as an e-book via LRC.]
Further reading

Choose from the following texts: 

Caney, Simon, ‘Cosmopolitan Justice, Responsibility and Global Climate Change’, in Leiden Journal of International Law, Vol.18, No. 4, 2005, pp.747-75. [Accessible at:

http://philosophyfaculty.ucsd.edu/faculty/rarneson/phil267fa12/CANEYcosmop.pdf]

Gardiner, Stephen M., ‘Ethics and Global Climate Change’, in Ethics, Vol.114, No.3, 2004, pp.555-600.

[Accessible at: http://hettingern.people.cofc.edu/Environmental_Philosophy_Sp_09/Gardner_Ethics_and_Climate_Change.pdf]

Shue, Henry, ‘Global Environment and International Inequality’, in International Affairs, Vol.1, Issue 3, 1999, pp.531-45. 

[Accessible at: http://www.chathamhouse.org/sites/default/files/public/International%20Affairs/Blanket%20File%20Import/inta092.pdf]

Hardin, Garrett, ‘The Tragedy of the Commons’, in Science, New Series, Vol. 162, No. 3859, 1968, pp. 1243-248. 

[Accessible at: http://www.cs.wright.edu/~swang/cs409/Hardin.pdf]

For information on what global warming is, its causes, and its effects read:

NASA, ‘Global Climate Change: vital signs of the planet’, at http://climate.nasa.gov. See the following links: ‘Evidence’; ‘Causes’; and ‘Effects’. In particular, see the graph (in the section on ‘Evidence’) which shows that atmospheric CO2 has increased at an unprecedented rate since the Industrial Revolution.
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