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	NAME: Sam King

	STUDENT ID No.: 2131959

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: 

An analysis of operational training and officer safety for police officers.


INTRODUCTION:

Policing is a role in which the threat which officers face is changing day by day.  This area has been chosen due to the incidents which officers are expected to deal with, with a view to analyse the immediate options available to front line response officers.  

It could be suggested that front line officers are ill-equipped to deal with incidents which are reported to police, whether that be by training or appointments issued to officers.  This report will look into what officers have to deal with daily, as well as the training and tactical options available to them.

There has also been a rise in assaults on police officers since the financial year between 2014 to 2015  as the number of assaults on officers in England and Wales sat at around 15,000, however it has since almost doubled to around 30,000 in the financial year of 2021 and 2022 (Home Office, 2022).

There is a potential for a chorelation between the training and tools that officers have, with the training potentially having an effect on how many officers are injured or assaulted in the line of duty.

At current, officers in the UK must have at least 12 hours of officer safety training per year (College of Policing, 2023).  There is a potential that further training or longer training would provide officers with more skills and opportunities to better their knowledge in defending themselves.




	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 
The key points that I am looking to cover will be –
· Do police officers feel that they are fully equipped to deal with day to day incidents training and PPE wise
· Statistics covering assaults on emergency workers, and what force was available or used during these incidents
· 



	LITERATURE REVIEW:

Key literature to be used during this will be reports from the college of policing, as well as documents released by forces surrounding the topic.

Also used will be that of data generated from surveys of serving police officers.

Research will also be conducted into 



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
I am looking to complete a survey with 30 – 60 serving officers.

This will range of a set amount of questions purporting to gain personal experiences of officers to ascertain how they feel about their training, if they need any further training, or more tools to help them with their role.
 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
My target group will be serving police officers, with a mix of new in service to more experienced officers.  Within this group I am looking to have a 50/50 split of taser and non taser trained officers to allow for a diverse pool of experiences and training.
 










	ETHICAL ISSUES:
The only ethical issue I have identified at current is the questions within the survey could potentially cause officers to recall traumatic incidents.

This will be mitigated with support organisations being placed on the end of the questionnaire, as well as a notice that the participants can withdraw at any time.


	TIME SCALE:
The researcher will have to balance shift work, personal live and university work.  To ensure all shift work, university work and personal life is all kept afloat, the researcher will be utilising smart targets, to ensure that work is carried out in a timely mannor.
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