Claude
1. Name of the Tool
Claude
Claude is an AI assistant developed by Anthropic. It can answer questions, analyse documents, summarise information, help with writing, analyse data and assist with research.
2. Availability and Cost
Claude has a free version with usage limits. There are also paid plans for people who need higher usage limits and more advanced capabilities.
· Claude Free – available at no cost, but with usage limits. 
· Claude Pro – paid subscription with higher usage limits and access to more advanced Claude models/features. 
· Anthropic also offers higher-tier plans for organisations and teams. 
· Claude is available through the web, desktop/mobile applications and API. 
For your presentation, I would recommend checking Claude's pricing page immediately before presenting because AI subscription prices and limits can change.
3. Ease of Use
Very easy to use.
Claude works like a normal chat conversation. You type a question or research task and Claude responds in natural language.
It is particularly useful because you can give it large amounts of information or documents and ask it to analyse, summarise or compare them.
Ease-of-use rating: 9/10
4. Effectiveness for Research
Claude can be very effective for research, particularly for:
· Summarising academic papers and reports 
· Explaining difficult topics in simple language 
· Comparing different sources or arguments 
· Analysing documents 
· Creating research questions 
· Brainstorming ideas 
· Organising information 
· Analysing data 
· Helping write reports and essays 
· Reviewing and improving academic writing 
Anthropic's own 2026 research found that documents and reports are among the most common outputs produced in Claude conversations. Coursework conversations also frequently produce documents, explanations and educational materials. 
Claude has also become increasingly focused on scientific research. In June 2026, Anthropic introduced Claude Science, a research environment designed to combine Claude with scientific tools, databases and computing resources. 
5. Popularity
Claude has become one of the major AI assistants.
Research from Anthropic shows Claude being used across thousands of different tasks. Coding is particularly common, but its use extends to writing, research, education, analysis and professional work. 
There is also evidence of increasing consumer popularity. Analysis of billions of anonymised transactions reported that paid consumers were increasingly choosing Claude during 2026. 
6. User Reviews / Opinions
Many users particularly like Claude for:
· Natural-sounding answers 
· Writing and rewriting 
· Understanding long documents 
· Detailed explanations 
· Coding and technical tasks 
· Following complicated instructions 
One potential disadvantage is that Claude, like other AI tools, can make mistakes or invent information. Anthropic itself acknowledges that Claude can "confabulate" — meaning it can give incorrect information confidently. Therefore, important research should always be checked against reliable sources. 
7. Advantages
Advantages of Claude:
 Easy to use
Excellent at summarising large amounts of information
Good at explaining complicated subjects
Strong writing and editing abilities
Can analyse documents
Useful for academic and scientific work
Good at following detailed instructions
Can help organise research
Useful for brainstorming research questions
8. Disadvantages
Disadvantages of Claude:
 Free version has usage limits
 AI-generated information can sometimes be incorrect
 It should not replace checking original academic sources
Some advanced features require paid access
Its usefulness for live/current research depends on the tools and web-search capabilities available in the version being used
9. My Test of Claude
For your practical demonstration, you could give Claude this question:
"What are the main effects of social media on university students? Give me five key points, explain each point, and suggest reliable sources I could use to research the topic further."
Then you can demonstrate how Claude:
1. Understands the question. 
2. Breaks the subject into key areas. 
3. Explains complicated information. 
4. Helps create a research structure. 
5. Suggests what you should investigate further. 
You could then ask:
"Now give me arguments both for and against the idea that social media has a negative effect on students."
This demonstrates that Claude can help with critical thinking and comparing different viewpoints, rather than simply producing an answer.

Conclusion
Claude is a powerful AI research assistant that is particularly good at understanding documents, explaining complex subjects and helping users organise and develop research. However, it should be treated as an assistant rather than a replacement for proper research. Information should be checked against original and reliable sources before being used in academic work.
Anthropic is also actively developing Claude for scientific research, including tools that can help researchers analyse literature, perform computational work and produce auditable research outputs. 

