Black History – Teacher notes
(These notes are compiled from the ‘teacher notes’ available on the Powerpoint slides across this unit.)

Overview

These activities are intended to get people thinking about Black History Week and well known black people.  

Starter / Introductory Activity

· Put the children into groups of 5.

· Each group canbe given 4 envelopes (Famous Person, Year of Birth, Reason for Fame, Picture – containing cut up versions of the activity word document)

· The groups must sort and glue the information from the four envelopes correctly to a large sheet of paper.

· This should take about 15 minutes.

· Stop the children and give each group a set of post it notes.  Recap the real value of fame and celebrity.

· Get the children to discuss in their group, the order in which they would rank the well known black people.

· This should take about 20 minutes.

· The groups come to the carpet with their completed work and feedback to the class.

Gandhi / Mary Seacole / Martin Luther King / Activities

Objective: To scan text and record key information.
Activity:
· Read through the text and highlight the key points.

· Sequence the information.

· Record your ideas on the frame. 
· Alternatively (or additionally) the fortune line SMART Notebook files can be used at the IWB as a discussion point for various times in each life.
Organisation:
· Look at the two parts of each life separately.

· Individual or paired work.
Kelly Holmes Activity

Activity 1

· Look at the list of words on slide 9 / Word document.

· In groups discuss and rank the words that best suit Kelly Holmes.

· Use ‘post it’ notes to explain the reasons for the top 5 choices.

· Groups will then feedback to the class, recording final opinions on the whiteboard if appropriate.
Activity 2

· Read the biography of Kelly Holmes (on the Powerpoint together or in groups using the Word documents) and then look at the Interview sheet on the next slide 11 (also available as a Word document).

· In pairs complete the table and report back in a brief plenary.

· Explain that Kelly Holmes was made a Dame in 2005 and that we are going back in time to before this event.  Pupils must use the information to write a formal letter to the queen to explain why Kelly Holmes should be made a Dame.
These activities could be extended or amended to feature other people:

(British)

Daley Thompson

Trevor MacDonald

Lenny Henry

Benjamin Zephaniah

Meera Syal

(African-American)

Kofi Annan

Malcolm X

Louis Armstrong

Oprah Winfrey

Will Smith

Alice Walker

Additional ideas and information can be found at http://www.100greatblackbritons.com/
