Research Methods

In an effort to answer the key points of this piece of work, there must be research carried out on the topic of Antisocial Behaviour. This chapter will discuss not only the way in which the data is to be evaluated was gathered but also how reasonable steps were taken to ensure that it was dependable and precise. It will also highlight the steps taken to ensure that there are no issues regarding consent. 

It is stated that ‘research is a systematic process of collecting, analysing, and interpreting information (data) in order to increase our understanding of a phenomenon about which we are interested or concerned’ (Leedy, Ormrod, 2005). For this project to be conducted as non-biased as possible, both primary and secondary research must be conducted. It is stated by Hox and Boeije (2005) that ‘primary data is data that are collected for the specific research problem at hand, using procedures that fit the research problem best.’ Secondary data is the collection of data that has already been published. It focuses on answering questions with studies and the already existing information available (Kpu.pressbooks.pub, No Date). Both primary and secondary research will be used in this project to evaluate and provide recommendations on as much information as possible. It is evident that primary research will be more relevant as it is information collected from a specified target group with experience of Anti-Social Behaviour and will be the most relevant data to evaluate in reference to the project question. 

Universally there are two different classes of data considered when researching, Qualitative and Quantitative (Educba.com, 2022). When researching the subject of Anti-social behaviour, this project will be evaluating both types of data but there will be a larger focus on quantitative data as it is more friendly to the reader and there are less complications when analysing numerical information. There are numerous research methods that can be undertaken but this project will be collecting data by distributing a questionnaire to a neighbourhood policing team (NPT) of South Wales Police (College of policing, 2018). This is due to questionnaires being viewed as a more objective research tool that can produce generalisable results (Harris, Brown, 2010) because of large sample sizes and the sample group being asked (NPT) have a plethora of experience of anti-social behaviour due to it being the main policing issue they attend regularly. The questionnaire will feature both open and closed questions (Worley, 2015), the closed questions will allow for numerical values to be gathered for analysis by the researcher while the open questions will be used to gather opinions of the persons in the sample. This will allow for simpler analysis of the results while also being able to gather an insight of the persons views on the research topic. The questionnaire shall be created by being planned, designed and piloted before a final copy is published for the data to be gathered. 

Prior to commencing the questionnaire, the sample member is to be given an explanation of the research process and to be informed that they are able to withdraw from this project’s research at any time. There will be a front-page detailing that the results will be gathered anonymously. This is key as all persons must consent to participate in the research. 
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