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Evaluate the reasons for and against the return of death penalty  
This report aims to provide arguments for and against whether the death penalty should be reinstated in the UK. There will be reference to the statistics of homicide/violent crimes and evidence to suggest if this would be lower if this punishment was legal. Before the death penalty was made illegal there were two previous attempts that were not successful in 1948 and 1956 (Rodrigues, J 2015). According to Rodrigues, J (2015) and Padfield, N (2014) the death penalty was permanently forbidden within the UK in 1969, after it was suspended in 1965 due to the introduction of the Murder Act 1965. Throughout this report there will be references to address the reasons as to why independent resources are either for or against the return to death penalty and the affect it will have on the crime rate.  

Human Rights Act 1998
When the Human Rights Act came into place 21 years ago it was only then that the death penalty was completely abolished, before then the last execution in the UK was summer 1964, after this parliament come to the decision that they were going to suspend the death penalty in 1965. The Human Rights Act believes in the right to life and the right to freedom from torture (Graham, E, 2015), if someone is sentenced to death it goes against everything that the Human Rights Act states. 

Reasons against death penalty 
  According to Kentish, B (2018) a Conservative MP has voted for the return of the death penalty for those that commit such vicious crimes. An example given by Kentish, B (2018) states that Masood was killed after running over pedestrians and stabbing a police officer in 2017. However, the UK is campaigning for the death penalty to remain illegal (Kentish, B, 2018) as there is little or lack of evidence to suggest that the death penalty prevents vicious crimes. Easton, S and Piper, C (2012) agree with this statement as they believe that even when the death penalty was legal most sentences were reduced, stating that only 1 in 10 prisoners were executed due to a death penalty. This confirms the first statement as although the death penalty was legal, people were not afraid of execution due to the low risk of that occurring.  In relation to Kentish, B (2018), Swarbrick, T (2018) states that Roy’s son got murdered and the killer didn’t receive the death penalty. Roy now argues for the return of the death penalty as he believes that’s what justice his son deserves. Roy told his story after hearing about a Tory MP calling for the government to reflect on bringing back the death penalty sentence. Roy believes that in this world there is no room for people who take away other people’s lives. Roy’s son was 22 years old, and his killer got 18 years in prison, the father describes that sentence as “nothing” as he believes that it’s the family who must live with the sentence forever. Padfield, N (2014) states that death penalty should be forbidden under the murder act 1965 and therefore believes that the penalty should be a life imprisonment instead. This conveys they are against death penalty, as they believe that no one else needs to die. Furthermore, the Human Rights Act 1998 prohibited the use of the death penalty as they believe sentencing someone to death is a crime in itself (Graham, E 2017).  This therefore corresponds with what Padfield states. 
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Statistics/ reasons for death penalty
   Recent figures show that from March 2018 – March 2019 there has been a 4% decrease in relation to violent crime in England and Wales, specifically homicide. From research the figures have lowered from 728 offences  to 701 offences. Since 2014 the number of homicides kept increasing as years went on right up until 2018. (Elkin, M, 2019)   There has been an 8% increase in general violent crime and weapon offences such as knife crime. The offences in England and Wales alone have risen to 43,516 in England and Wales alone. (Elkin, M, 2019). During 1960 when the death penalty was legal the total number of homicides were 282 offences during that year. According to my findings the total number of violent crime was 19,937. (Home office, 2019). This confirms that since the death penalty has been banned the number of violent crimes have increased vigorously. 53 country’s still to this day have the death penalty, such as country’s like Japan, United  states of America and Singapore. According to Amnesty International (2019) there has been a 31% decrease in executions in 2018, compared to 2017. Last year it was recorded that 20 countries carried out at least 690 executions. Amnesty International (2019) have proven that the number of executions are dropping has Iran’s number of executions dropped by 50% in 2018, compared to 2017, Iraq’s total of executions dropped by over 50% also.  According to (Spacey, J 2012) Japans homicide rate is 0.83% per 100,000 people per year, which is extremely low. However, the United States has a rate of 4.8% per 100,00 people which is around 5.7 times worse than Japans rate (Spacey, J, 2012) 

Conclusion 
  To conclude, my findings suggest that when the death penalty was legal in the UK the crime rate was much lower than what it has been over the previous and present years, however before the death penalty got abolished it was not used very often as a punishment as only 1 in 10 people tended to get sentenced with in.  When the death penalty was abolished the crime rate started to increase drastically as the public thought they could get away with crimes without getting a serious punishment. The crime rate in countries where the death penalty can happen is much lower than the UK. This indicated that the death penalty is the correct punishment for people that commit violent crimes as less people commit these crimes due to the fact that they don’t want to lose their own life. The highest crime seems to be violent crime for example, knife crime, homicides and gun crime, they’re increasing in the UK however are decreasing in Japan and Iraq due to the death penalty sentence.  Therefore believe that the death penalty should be reinstated and made legal in England and Wales 
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