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Reading a story to children with a rationale and reflection
Task 1
For this assignment, I chose to read a story to children in the Foundation Phase during my Professional Teaching Experience (PTE). I had thirty-one reception children who were aged four and five. My personal target for this assignment was S3.1.3 of the Qualified Teacher Status (QTS) Standards Wales which states “they select and prepare resources, and plan for their safe and effective organisation, taking account of learners’ interests and their language and cultural backgrounds, with the help of support staff where appropriate” (2009). I chose this QTS standard for this lesson as I had to ensure that I had appropriately planned and prepared reasonable resources as well as ensuring I was organised to allow the children to learn in an effective environment. The book I chose to read to the children was ‘Tedi Twt ar y fferm.’ I chose this book because the Welsh phrase I wanted to introduce was ‘Sut wyt ti?’ Throughout the story, this phrase was used for each character, to which the children were able to listen to different types of responses to the question. The Learning Objective I had set for this task was to participate in the reading of a Welsh story. In the video, I had used resources for an interactive activity as I thought this would be a great way to get the children involved. Under the Welsh Language Development of the curriculum, the focus skill of this lesson was oracy. The range sets out that children should be given opportunities to “talk/communicate for a variety of purposes including joining in with simple rhymes and stories” as stated in the Foundation Phase Framework (2015). The skill to accompany the range was to ensure the children were making progress in being able to “speak using correct pronunciation and appropriate intonation” Foundation Phase Framework (2015). Y Cwricwlwm Cymreig was promoted through my reading of the story and the activities as the children had the opportunity to use role-play to enhance their learning of the Welsh language. 
Task 2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F_96z_S2kDU 
Task 3
Initially, during the reading of the Welsh story, I thought that it went quite well. I thought that the children were participating well with the story, song and role-play activity. As well as this, I was surprised at how engaged the children seemed to be. I had previously read the story to the children over a few days before I filmed it. I had practiced the sentence patterns with the children during previous Welsh lessons which enabled the children to participate the way they did in the video. However, having reflected on this lesson by watching the video of my teaching, I picked up on a few areas that I believe that I could improve on for my future teaching experiences. 
An element of the learning experience which I found disappointing was that there was one child in the video which I failed to realise was not paying attention or facing the right way as I was reading the story. I did not pick up on this during this teaching experience which meant that I had not realised the child wasn’t paying attention. If I had picked up on this, I could have ensured I didn’t carry on the teaching until I had their attention. This would have meant that this child would be actively involved in the learning experience.
An example of good pedagogy in the video was the fact that I had planned and prepared well for the lesson which allowed the delivery of my lesson to be effective. I had ensured that I included each aspect of the lesson in which I had planned for, for example, the use of ‘drilio’ for the introduction. I also had to ensure that I had sound knowledge of what I was going to be teaching the children. During this lesson, I acted as the more knowledgeable other which supports Vygotsky’s theory. The idea of a more knowledgeable other is that it is someone who has a better understanding of something than the learner. Having studied GCSE Welsh, I had reasonable knowledge to be able to act as the ‘More knowledgeable other’ in the delivery of this lesson. The use of ‘drilio’ as an introduction to the lesson meant that I immediately had the children engaged. We went through each animal in Welsh along with actions for each animal which helped the children connect the two. I believe this helped greatly with the children’s learning and was a good example of excellent pedagogy. 
A factor that I believe influenced the learning was the use of a role-play activity. We completed an activity where the children used Tedi Twt masks to act as Tedi Twt. The children were asking each ‘Tedi Twt’ the Welsh phrase ‘Sut wyt ti?’ to which the children responded appropriately. Welsh Language Development in the Foundation Phase states “the use of puppets increases children’s concentration and imagination and encourages a more spontaneous use of Welsh” (2013, p.15). By having the children participate in this activity, they were experiencing using the welsh phrase, ‘sut wyt ti?’ as well as understanding appropriate responses to the question. This allowed the children to be actively involved in speaking Welsh as well as practicing the phrases and responses from the Tedi Twt story. 
Donaldson’s Successful Futures states “Welsh Government policy is for the Welsh language to have a firm place in the curriculum in all schools for children and young people from 3 to 16” (2015, p.59). This means that the welsh language needs to be integrated into everyday teaching and activities within the classroom. The use of the Tedi Twt story allowed the children to learn about animals in Welsh and the phrase of ‘sut wyt ti?’. This meant that the children would be able to use these phrases within their everyday activities, and as teacher’s, we should ensure that children are continuing to use the phrases which they have been taught to ensure that what they are learning sticks with them. 
The importance of the teaching and learning of the Welsh language in the Foundation Phase is key to a child’s education in Wales. Successful Futures states “in the majority of English-medium schools, most children make suitable progress in speaking and listening to Welsh in the Foundation Phase” (2015, p.59). Introducing Foundation Phase children to Welsh at a young age is what sets them up to succeed in improving their Welsh skills throughout the rest of their education. I had to ensure that I chose a suitable story to read to my reception class which was at an appropriate level for their learning as well as ensuring that the story wasn’t difficult for the children to understand and that it was age appropriate. The children were at the right stage to be able to begin to use the phrase ‘sut wyt ti?’ in their everyday lives as well as being able to understand the responses to the question. 
I believe that this lesson was effective as the children were able to learn a new Welsh phrase along with the appropriate responses to this phrase which would allow the children to use this in their everyday activities within the classroom. I think the overall cause of the success of this lesson was the good use of planning and preparation as well as having sound subject knowledge which was key to delivering this session effectively. I believe that the children achieved what I set out for them to achieve in this session and for that I think it shows a good use of appropriate pedagogy as I had them meet the given Learning Objective by participating in the reading of the story, song and the role-play activity; all of which allowed the enhancement of their learning. In future placement, I will ensure that I set my personal target for class management as it is vital to have good class management to ensure every child is reaching their full potential. 
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