Essay topic: 

“An analysis of the conspiratorial repercussions of the controversial 1998 Wakefield study”

Reasoning:

It will be my aim to prove within the above-titled essay that Wakefield’s study attempting to link autism to ‘non-specific colitis’ and by extension the MMR vaccine [footnoteRef:1] was wilfully un-scientific, being used to further personal gain on Wakefield's part, and despite this is still used as a scare tactic against vaccination. Within the study, Wakefield attempts to show that there is a correlation between the time at which children in the UK get their MMR vaccinations and the age at which children begin to show signs of autism. One big mistake this study makes without even analysing the issues with the method of study, Wakefield makes a rudimentary mistake in conflating correlation with causation as the former does not guarantee the latter [footnoteRef:2]. Within the UK, children get their first dose of the MMR vaccination at one year old and the second at three years and four months [footnoteRef:3]. Coincidentally, children with autism “show symptoms of autism by 12 to 18 months of age” [footnoteRef:4] however many children are not diagnosed until after 3, both around the time they will be getting doses of the MMR vaccine. This caused Wakefield to suggest, contrary to the modern interpretation of the study, that children are not given the measles, mumps, and rubella vaccines simultaneously but split into individual vaccinations, more specifically the measles vaccine. This was later revealed, however, to possibly not have been suggested in the aim of public health and safety but in the aim of personal gain, as Wakefield had his own patent on an individual measles vaccine [footnoteRef:5]. For the above reasoning and many more, I believe that there is more than enough material for an essay on how Wakefield's study was founded on falsified facts furthered by personal gain and has been taken out of context by the ‘anti-vax’ movement, causing it to be still used as evidence against vaccinations despite its retraction and his loss of medical license. [1:  A.J Wakefield, ‘Ileal-lymphoid-nodular hyperplasia, non-specific colitis, and pervasive developmental disorder in children’, The Lancet, vol. 351, no. 9103, (1998), (p. 1)
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