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Website Critique 1.5K - http://ecolo.org/lovelock/lovebioen.htm - James Lovelock
[bookmark: _Hlk496553778]This is the unofficial website of James Lovelock, scientist, author and environmentalist.  The official website for Lovelock[footnoteRef:1] is unavailable due to technological difficulties. A Google search for James Lovelock produces as its top result Wikipedia and the majority of other results are Guardian articles about his science, books, and opinions[footnoteRef:2]. The above website appears towards the bottom of the page, which many people will miss. Lovelock’s Gaia theory has gained much support since its conception in his book ‘GAIA A New Look at Life on Earth’ in which many environmentalists and scientists have debated and evaluated his theory. These evaluations by modern scientists have allowed the theory to move from a fringe movement to the mainstream to some extent. This transition has allowed the theory to access more time on traditional media platforms, allowing more people to understand it and consider its concept. Consequently, many different authors have adapted his theory so that it has theological and religious implications (such as ‘Sacred Gaia’ by Anne Primavesi).    [1:  http://www.jameslovelock.org/ ]  [2:  https://www.theguardian.com/environment/james-lovelock ] 

My first impression of the website is that it has a very basic design with the text all centered in the middle of the page. This allows for easy navigation with the user following the content, but this significantly limits the artistic appeal of the website. The colour scheme of the website is extremely limited with just a cream background with the blue and brown text. The blue text makes the page visually appealing with the extra colour but it is still unattractive as the brown text blends into the cream colour of the background, distracting the viewers’ attention from the context. The images chosen adds more colour and depth and are well placed, which helps the user follow the content. The number of images being used (nine) seems appropriate to the size, depth and design of the website. The design could be further developed with a better colour scheme and layout meaning the author or designer could, therefore spread out or enlarge the content, so it filled all the space. They could change the brown writing to black and change the background colour into something more artistically pleasing. Generally, (in my view) the website needs an overhaul to its design and structure if it wants to appeal and attract more people, so it comes up first on Google. 
The layout of the website is straightforward, free from distracting diversions, allowing for easy navigation, so the website can be clear with obvious hyperlinks. The simple layout also allows the user to find there required information quickly, efficiently and successfully. However, the lack of a search bar is disappointing as it makes the user search the content for their required information. The layout follows his publications, which splits the website into four main sections, a small introduction about Lovelock and a section about his other books.  The gaps between each section are efficient so they do not merge with the other points and the user can gain there required information. The accessibility of the hyperlinks within the website is mixed, with some links working effectively and others having no purpose requiring removal. The hyperlinks under the books do not lead to the book, just to the American Amazon website,[footnoteRef:3] which is not the most useful link. Other hyperlinks such as the Lovelock homepage[footnoteRef:4] do not work with this link resulting in a blank website, a 404-webpage error or a ‘GoDaddy’ message. There are better hyperlinks including one linking to an article on the BBC website about Lovelock’s book ‘The Revenge of GAIA’,[footnoteRef:5] which adds extra depth and content into the website. Another good hyperlink leads to a more in-depth biography which, if one wanted to gather a more thorough evaluation of Lovelock’s life and achievements, it would be a better source to use[footnoteRef:6]. This is the most useful hyperlink on the website as the information gives a lot more data about his life and achievements. The general layout of the website is simple but this is good as it doesn’t confuse the user and allows easy navigation of the website. Some hyperlinks are useless and should be removed but others (such as the BBC link or his biography) are extremely useful for further research and evaluation.  [3:  https://www.amazon.com/ ]  [4:  http://ecolo.org/lovelock/index.htm ]  [5:  http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/5141142.stm ]  [6:  http://ecolo.org/lovelock/lovedeten.htm ] 

The content of the website is simple and gives an overall view of his main publications (excluding his modern works such as ‘A Rough Ride to the Future’ published in 2014.) The website does provide some external links to useful websites such as the BBC or a biography. These give more information than the other four sections, which give basic information on his publications. The order of the books is confusing, especially if the user is looking for specific required information as chronological order of the books seems more appropriate. The first book review is short in its analysis but surprisingly thorough and easy to understand as the author’s writing style is suitable for the target audience. The use of Lovelock’s quote under one of the images allows the user to see easily how its author interprets his book, but does lack a reference. The second review gives a more thorough investigation into the side effects of this book on society and science. It gives the New York Times Book Review’s quote, showing the impact of the theory on society and the scientific world. However, this analysis is not as impartial as the first review with the author applying bias to the theory claiming it is ‘brilliant’. The third book review could be considered to have been placed incorrectly, with it being first (as it is his first publication) would have been more appropriate. The review of this book is acceptable but lacks specific details and the second review is better at explaining how his theory has influenced science and society. The final book review only uses two different review sources, which is extremely disappointing, especially if the user needs to understand his newer publications. This sudden, disappointing end to the website does frustrate, especially if the user is still looking for their required information. The content is appealing to people who want to understand the basics of Lovelock and how his Gaia theory influenced science and society. The writing style does appeal to the audience with its simple style and grammar, allowing the user to follow the limited data given. 
Sources, research, and references on the website are all extremely limited. The author references very few new, modern sources showing that the information and maintenance of the site are not kept up to date. This lack of updating is also evident by the lack of reviews available for his other books, suggesting the website is not maintained. Nevertheless, the most frustrating aspect of the website when considering the sources, research and referencing is the lack of specific references throughout the website. The author uses many quotes to analyse the books but does not record their: date, origin, author etc. meaning that the user cannot use these quotes without further research into where they came from, which is frustrating and time consuming. The author needs to revisit the website to update references and information to include newer books and modern social, religious and scientific views. 
To conclude, the simple design does not distract from the content because of its clear, flowing layout with simple well-placed images allowing the user to locate their required information efficiently. The evaluations of the books are generally good with a simple overview of the content and hyperlinks with further information available for those who require it. However, the website needs a lot of improvements in order to appeal to a greater audience. The design and layout need changing as the design is bland, so a transformation of background colour and replacing the brown text would make the website more artistically appealing. The layout needs adjusting with the designer or author spreading the words and images across the page, so it fills all the space. The hyperlinks need updating, as some work well and others not at all requiring removal. Some of the links lead to helpful information about Lovelock and his theory but the majority are repetitive and need replacing with working modern links. The second review has the most depth into the impact of his theory on society and science but the other reviews lack depth and analysis. This absence of information and a search bar both contribute to the lack of available references, which leads to the user needing to search for the references independently which is time consuming and frustrating. The website gives a very basic overview of some Lovelock's publications, which is only good for someone who already has a basic understanding of Gaia. The user could, therefore, find better information on Lovelock from different websites or the biography hyperlink.         
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