Good teaching and learning means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching.
[bookmark: _Int_fq9IzVf6]Good teaching and learning sets tasks and selects resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest.
Good teaching and learning ranges within and across Areas of Learning and Experience.
                                                               (Pedagogy - Hwb (gov.wales)
Consider the 3 pedagogic principles outlined above. Discuss these principles in relation to practices in education, showing secure understanding, identifying strengths and areas for development for each principle.


	
	Target
	What I have done in this assignment

	Target 1
	[bookmark: _Int_zYoeoFGM]Aim to regularly add your own critical comment to the lit. review.
	I occasionally added a critical comment to my work.

	Target 2
	Revise all referencing conventions with care.
	I read over the Harvard referencing guide to ensure I cited the sources correctly. 

	Target 3
	Aim to explain all ideas so the reader can understand your reasoning.
	I read over my assignment to ensure everything made sense. 




Introduction
In Wales, good teaching and learning are of paramount importance, thus education professionals are guided by twelve pedagogical principles. These principles are a part of the New Curriculum for Wales, which aims to improve education in Wales by developing a more integrated approach to learning (Welsh Government, 2023c). In this assignment, I will be focusing on three pedagogical principles, which are stated in the title. In Donaldson’s ‘Successful Futures’ report (Donaldson, 2015), it is evident to see that Donaldson was aiming for a new curriculum that prepares students for the challenges they may encounter in this century. Donaldson suggests that all teaching and learning should focus on meeting the aims of the four purposes. The four purposes being that the new curriculum should aid children to become: ambitious, capable learners, enterprising, creative contributors, ethical, informed citizens, and healthy, confident individuals (Welsh Government, 2023c). Donaldson also suggested that education professionals should consider the twelve pedagogical principles when planning their teaching and learning to ensure that it meets the purposes of the curriculum. The new curriculum fosters a child-centred approach, meaning that the children are at the heart of the curriculum. Every child is unique and can have their own learning style. This is why a blended approach to learning (as stated in the first principle for this assignment) is vital. A blended approach will benefit many students as it could meet all their needs, hence improving their outcomes.

Assessments are a vast amount of school life. Children need to be taught in a way that suits them; if a child enjoys their learning experience, they are more likely to succeed. This has been a problem for Wales. PISA, the Programme for International Student Assessment, evaluates school systems across the world by scoring their standard tests. For instance, mathematics, reading, and science. In 2022, the scores for Wales had decreased since 2018, which was when Wales was scored last (Dauncey, 2023). Consequently, this implies that a plethora of students did not achieve good grades in their assessments. The three pedagogical principles outlined above can aid Wales in improving its scores for the next PISA evaluation. Having a blended approach will increase the chances of pupils achieving good grades as each child will have their needs met, in terms of how they learn and understand information. Building on previous knowledge and engaging interest is also vital as it ensures that children are eager to learn, which will develop their desire to do well. The third principle could help learners to achieve better as it encourages a cross-curricular approach (which will be discussed under the 3rd principle) which benefits learners as it develops their understanding.  
 
Principle One 
[bookmark: _Int_JxuDbjMR]The first principle that I will be focusing on is ‘Good teaching and learning means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching.’ In my opinion, utilising a blend of approaches implies that multiple methods of teaching are required to result in good teaching and learning. For instance, whole-class teaching, group work, individual work through enhanced provision, partner work, guided teaching, and direct teaching. Direct teaching, or direct instruction, is a form of teaching which involves a teacher delivering a lesson in front of the class. The lesson is typically planned by the teacher and resources and activities are prepared ahead of time. Within direct teaching, the teacher is leading the learning. This method of teaching is beneficial in foundation learning as it means that pupils are receiving correct information. Learners are seen as passive recipients of information as their role is to listen to the teacher talk and lead the lesson. Although this method of teaching has its advantages, there are also disadvantages. For example, direct teaching alone will not help pupils to reach their full potential. This is because children learn through play; through experiential learning. American philosopher, John Dewey, states “Education is not an affair of telling and being told, but an active and constructive process.” (Dewey, 1916). Dewey believes that children learn not just through experiential learning and experiencing things for themselves, but from reflecting on experience. Children should play an active role in their education (Lee, 2021). 

Having a blended approach is beneficial. Using a variety of techniques in a foundation learning classroom is vital. Children are more likely to retain information if they are engaged with the learning. In other words, children need to play a part in their learning as it will increase their engagement, thus resulting in a deeper understanding. Children learn in a plethora of ways, each child could have their own learning style, which may differ from their peers. Howard Gardner proposes that everyone has their own learning style and cognitive strengths. In his book ‘Multiple Intelligences,’ Gardner conveys that a variation of teaching methods is required to accommodate the different intelligences and learning styles of the students in the classroom (Gardner, 1993). From my time observing in my placement school, I witnessed a variation of teaching approaches being employed. For instance, in the year one and year two class, the children are split into groups based on ability. At the start of the day, each of the groups are given a different activity to complete, with two of those groups being led by a member of staff. The remaining four groups lead their own learning by taking responsibility. Not only this, but I have also seen the teacher display direct teaching. The class teacher taught the class how to pronounce where they live, in Welsh. The spelling of the phrase was shown on the interactive board at the front of the class and the teacher explained how to pronounce the words. Once this was done, the children were instructed to work in pairs or groups to ask each other where they lived and answer it, while talking in Welsh. Therefore, from observing this I witnessed both direct teaching and groupwork in play. 
 
I agree with this principle as a blend of approaches, including direct teaching, is needed in a classroom as it will cater to the needs of all pupils in the class. It allows for differentiation as having a blended approach ensures that all children, regardless of ability and prior knowledge, can be taught in a method that best suits them. Utilising a blended approach results in a more engaged class. For some children, working in groups and being able to collaborate with their peers could be how they learn best. Whereas other children may learn better by listening to the teacher talk at the front of the class (direct teaching). The teacher employing several methods benefits all the children in the class – aiding in addressing the different learning needs of the pupils. Although there are many positive aspects of this approach, there are also downsides. One is that it can be time-consuming for the teacher to plan. Catering for a variety of teaching methods while ensuring children are receiving the correct content can be difficult. Planning activities and creating resources that provide children with the information they need, while promoting engagement and independence places a lot of pressure on a teacher. There are standards and learning objectives that need to be met. It is the teacher’s role to aid children in meeting those objectives independently. Therefore, this is an area for development for this principle. 
 
Principle Two 
[bookmark: _Int_uO3eXohQ][bookmark: _Int_3tVQGvgz][bookmark: _Int_RZ1pPOry]The next principle I will be focusing on is ‘Good teaching and learning sets tasks and selects resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest.’ In my opinion, building on previous knowledge and experience implies that teachers should consider what children already know and understand to result in good teaching and learning. For instance, by assessing the children on their prior knowledge, encouraging group discussions, playing games linked to the topic, setting tasks, and using resources that build on previous knowledge. Building on previous knowledge is a part of Piaget’s theory of cognitive development. In his theory, Piaget talks about how children build on their previous knowledge by interacting with their surroundings. He uses the term schemas. A schema is what Piaget described as a mental structure that children use to organise their experiences. Schemas are units of knowledge – basic building blocks that allow children to create a mental representation of the world. As we grow up and experience new surroundings, our schemas can adapt and change considering the situation. For instance, if a toddler sees a dog for the first time, then perhaps that child could think that all animals that walk on four legs are dogs. A mental representation of an animal would be in the child’s head, labelled dog. However, if they were to see another animal with four legs, such as a cat, the child would think that the animal was a dog. This process is called assimilation. Assimilation is the process of placing new information into existing schemas. However, assimilation only takes place when the experience is similar to one the child has experienced before. In this case, the child has seen a cat, a four-legged animal, and has assimilated the information to think that the animal is a dog. This is where accommodation plays a part. The process of accommodation enables the child to adapt their existing schema to include the information that some four-legged animals are cats. As a child encounters a new piece of information, that knowledge is then accommodated into the pre-existing schema (Mcleod, 2024). This theory can be applied in a foundation learning classroom. Teachers can plan activities and select resources that will build on the existing schemas of the children in the class. 

One way that a teacher can assess what children already know is by using assessment for learning strategies. The Assessment Reform Group defines Assessment for Learning as ‘the process of seeking and interpreting evidence for use by learners and their teachers to decide where the learners are in their learning, whey they need to go next, and how best to get them there.’ (The Assessment Reform Group, 2002). Continuously assessing children as they are completing their work enables the teacher to gauge where a child is in their learning. Subsequently, meaning the teacher can understand what knowledge a child has on a topic. From this, the teacher can then assist the child to further progress in their work, building on the knowledge and experiences that they already have. However, the teacher must select the appropriate resources needed to aid the child in developing further. 

When working on a whole class scale, selecting resources, and setting tasks can be difficult. This is because, within a classroom, the children may not all be on the same progression step. In the foundation learning framework, under the new Welsh curriculum, each Area of Learning and Experience has steps of progression which sets out where a child could be under each different step. Children in Foundation Learning could be in progression step one or two. Progression step three is typically for pupils in year four or above (Penderyn Primary, 2022). This can place pressure on the teacher as they would have to select or create resources that are suitable for more than one progression step. All children work towards moving up the progression steps. However, some children are more advanced and so may be on a different progression step in comparison to another child in their class. This poses as a problem as creating and selecting a variety of resources and activities is not only time-consuming but also costs a lot of money. Some schools may struggle financially and may lack the money needed to purchase the resources. This, in turn, can affect a child’s educational development. If a child is not receiving the support and resources they need to progress further and develop their skills, then this is going to hold them back. For a child to reach their full potential, they need the correct support, suitable resources, and challenges that push them further. This is an area for development for this principle. On the other hand, it can also be viewed as a strength. By creating and selecting resources that suit all children in the class, it will motivate the children to learn. It boosts engagement throughout the class as there will be an activity that piques the interest of all the children. In addition to this, building on the knowledge that children already have can boost the confidence of a child as they will be able to make connections to their previous knowledge, thus giving them a sense of achievement.    
 
Principle Three 
[bookmark: _Int_E4itF9Tz]The last principle I will be focusing on is ‘Good teaching and learning ranges within and across Areas of Learning and Experience.’ In my opinion, learning that ranges across the different Areas of Learning and Experience (AoLE) implies that teachers should work on creating links between the different AoLEs to result in good teaching and learning. Within the new curriculum for Wales, there are six Areas of Learning and Experience. These are: Expressive Arts, Health and Well-being, Humanities, Languages, Literacy and Communication, Mathematics and Numeracy, and Science and Technology (Welsh Government, 2023b). Creating links between AoLEs is known as cross-curricular learning. Cross-curricular learning is where connections are formed across different academic subjects. It is a way of developing knowledge and understanding as connections are formed, making it easier for children to understand (Twinkl, unknown). Cross-curricular learning also develops a child’s critical thinking skills as it encourages them to form connections and patterns between two different subjects, which are now known as AoLEs. From my time observing in my placement school, I saw two AoLEs being brought together, hence displaying cross-curricular learning. The children were learning about the topic of Ancient Egypt and the teacher had set them the task of creating an art project that was Egyptian-themed. This poses a link between the Humanities AoLE as well as the Expressive Arts. This is because the children utilised their knowledge of Ancient Egypt, which is the history aspect, and then had to create a project, which used their art skills. 

In addition to this, also in the new Welsh curriculum, there are cross-curricular skills frameworks. These include literacy and numeracy, and digital competence. These are mandatory skills which can be embedded into all six of the AoLEs (Welsh Government, 2023a). While I was observing in a school, I witnessed these skills being carried out. For instance, one activity that the children completed was making an educational video on an iPad. This demonstrates one skill from the digital competency framework. 

Learning that ranges across Areas of Learning and Experience can create authentic learning experiences for children. This is because one way that a teacher can ensure children understand a topic is to enable the children to experience it first-hand – this can be done by planning a school trip. School trips, for instance, are not only a way for children to witness cross-curricular links first-hand but also emphasises their real-world applications of knowledge. Therefore, cross-curricular learning has myriad benefits for both students and teachers. However, cross-curricular learning can also cause problems for teachers. This is because planning for cross-curricular links can be time-consuming. For example, it may cause some difficulty in attempting to align the learning objectives of the different AoLEs. Not only this but there are not always links across the curriculum. Therefore, it may put unnecessary stress on the teacher if they feel the need to spot the links between the different subjects. Even though cross-curricular learning improves a child’s holistic understanding, it can sometimes confuse some learners. Some pupils may face difficulty when attempting to make the links between the different Areas of Learning and Experience. This can potentially lead to low self-esteem in a child. 
 
Conclusion 
To conclude, throughout this module, I have learnt the importance of having pedagogical principles in a classroom setting. Researching these three principles has given me insight into what strategies I would like to use when I become a qualified teacher. I have taken something away from each of the three principles. 

[bookmark: _Int_GIlrOdA6]The first principle has taught me that I will need to utilise a blend of approaches in the classroom in order to cater to the diverse learning styles and needs of the children in my classroom. Every child is different, and I want to create a classroom environment that promotes a positive attitude to learning. Therefore, it is important that I meet the needs of all the pupils in my class. The second principle has taught me that it is vital to build on previous knowledge as it will lead to higher engagement levels throughout the classroom. Building on previous knowledge motivates pupils to want to learn more as they will be eager to learn if the topic is something they are already aware of. The second principle has also taught me that it is beneficial to prepare and select a variety of suitable resources that build on previous knowledge so that I can meet the needs of the children in my class. The third and final principle taught me that it is important for me to not only demonstrate cross-curricular learning, but also to create opportunities for the students to discover those links themselves. This not only develops their critical thinking skills, but also improves their self-esteem. 
 
Overall, I have learnt that it is important for teachers to cater to the needs of all pupils in their classroom by utilising a blend of approaches, selecting appropriate resources, and making cross-curricular links. 
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