
Demonstrate and understanding of three educational theorists

This essay will demonstrate an understanding of three educational theorist is with reference to government and school policies.  The theorist’s that will be discussed are Skinner, Bruner, and Piaget. 
B.F. Skinner was a behaviourist whose theory of operant conditioning focused on a child’s behaviour which became a concern with observable and measurable aspects of human behaviour.  Skinner was influenced by Watson and Pavlov’s work that changed his approach to psychology they believed that behaviour could be conditioned which was called classical conditioning (McLeod, S 2018). 
Skinner conducted his experiments on rats, to help to recognise positive reinforcers by water or food pellets and negative reinforcer by electric shock.  It was known that Skinner not only experimented on animals but human also. (Bates,2019 :34) 
Skinners theories are applied in classrooms by simply introducing positive and negative reinforcers these are used to strengthen behaviour. Positive reinforcements are where good behaviour can be encouraged by offering rewards which can consist with some of the following, praise which is presented after the pupils, work, or behaviour, also getting a marble for the marble jar this is a whole class positive reinforcer which could be extra time on playtime even extra challenge time, stickers, these are usually given out for academic work which helps to encourage the pupils to do their best.
Teachers can model what behaviour is acceptable and what is not in the classroom by involving all the pupils to make their own class rules which help the children to understand what behaviour is needed, in our class we simply ask the children to raise their hand when answering this is to simply be reinforced with plenty of praise.  However, as teachers we must be incredibly careful not to praise or reward work that does not deserve to be praised bearing in mind the capability of each individual child.  
To be able to manage children’s behaviour in a school environment which has been a concern for government past and present, a report called ‘Pupil Behaviour in Schools’ (DfES, 2012), was introduced by government.  According to Skinner’s theory after corporal punishment was abolished in schools in the UK in 1998, schools then provided a range of strategies to help children opportunities in which pupils will excel and be awarded (Steer, 2015: 18).
There are many school policies, that Skinner’s operant conditioning theory relates to such policies are: Behavioural Policy and Anti-Bullying Policy as these all mention about Positive reinforcements, Sanctions and Negative reinforcements and what is acceptable and what is not.
Bruner, who is a psychologist, had a significant impact on educational policies and theories.  His work changed over a period, and input into behaviourist approaches was where he started, and these experiments were reward and punishment.  Bruner's approach to learning ideas, where interest, motivation and culture were at the descent. Even though his theories changed, they all still have very much important today.  It was from early experience in cognitive science, curriculum development, constructivism and infant development that led Bruner to the importance of social and cultural factors in education.  Suggestions where influenced by his quest for social justice, cognitive and developmental psychologist this work was increasingly influenced by Vygotsky and the importance which he gives to the impact of culture on learning.  Bruner continue his interest in motivation, which all go far and are counted towards other behaviourist theories (S. Mcleod,2019).
Scaffolding is when an adult enables a child to solve problems which would have been beyond their level of achievement and once the child gains their achievement the scaffolding is slowly withdrawn.
The support that the pupils receive from scaffolding helps them bridge the gap between what they already know and what they are learning this came from the gaps that he saw in Vygotsky’s ZPD.  The pupil should become more confident and start to understand what they are supposed to do and how to do, the pupil then becomes more and more confident the scaffolding can then be removed.  In letters and sounds the practitioner would write on the big whiteboard a word for children to learn, the children would then find the correct magnetic letters, sound those letters individually repetitively whilst placing them on their whiteboard. They then will remove the letters and eventually write the word independently on their whiteboard with a dry wipe pen.
In School A’s Policy for Literacy, it stipulates that the school, works to reduce the barriers both social and environmental providing an inclusive curriculum which offers opportunity for all pupils to achieve and for teachers to ensure that learners experience a variety of teaching styles to extend learning.  In the National Curriculum sufficient flexibility exists to help meet the needs of all learners. Teachers will then plan and differentiate accordingly to cater for learners who are significantly below and above levels, for learners at higher levels (more able and talented- MAT) material is presented in ways to extend the depth of study and broaden experiences by challenge understanding.  Not only does Bruner link to the National Curriculum, Literacy Policy his theories also link to Literacy, Numeracy and Framework (LNF) which teachers follow.  Bruner extended the idea of scaffolding even more, he considered that scaffolding was flexible and evident in all aspects of a child's learning.
According to Vygotsky scaffolding enables the child to solve problems or achieve tasks that would otherwise been beyond their level of competence, this is where Vygotsky’s zone of proximal development (ZPD) was used, in scaffolding the gap between what the child can do without any help and what they can do with the help of an adult. (McLeod, S. A. (2012). 
Piaget was one of the first theorists to study on how children think and learn he used his observations to find out how children use their own curiosity to drive their learning and the most effective way of enable learning was to provide an environment which promoted curiosity and a challenge to children allowing them to oversee their own learning, this theory is what Piaget regarded as the cognitive development. 
Piaget reinforced the idea that teachers should facilitate rather than teach children so they can problem solving challenges rather than merely imparting knowledge and as suggested changing the image of the teacher into someone who nurtures.  The stage of development must be appropriate to the individual child rather than the teacher who should not ‘push’ the child, but instead allow the child to develop when the child is mentally ready. (Mooney, 2000: 62).
In School A they use their challenge time to introduce this way of learning as this is where the children will have a choice of challenges and then it is up to them to find the resources to help them succeed with the challenge they have chosen, the adults/teachers take a back seat with this and allow the child to experiment different ways to achieve their goal.
The most significant influence that the curriculum acknowledges is that children have different intellectual capabilities at different stages of their development as the curriculum has shown an increased focus on what should be taught to different age groups with a specific focus on the four key stages which largely reflected Piaget's four stages of development.  The primary sector particularly recognises the importance of making the transition from pre optional to concrete optional thinking, with Foundation stage and Key stage one offering children opportunities to discover learning through play, while at the same time felicitating learning experiences which recognise the child’s stage of development and support them into moving to the next stage (Donaldson, 2015).
In 2022, The Welsh Government will be implementing a new National Curriculum for Wales which has been influenced by not only Donaldson and his Successful Futures (Donaldson, 2015) but also by like the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC, 1990) and The Rose Review (Rose,2009).  The Curriculum states that every child is a unique child who is constantly learning and can be resilient, capable, confident, and self-assured (Department for Education 2017).
Piaget never intended his research to be directly aimed at education (Jarvis and Chandler, 2001), however it is fair to say that the work has influenced American pre-school programmes for over 30 years (Mooney, 2000), while in England following the highly controversial Plowden report (1967), primary school teachers began to apply some of the Piaget principles in their classroom practise.  Prior to the Plowden report a typical primary school classroom for children sat in rows, learning by rote, with the assumption that all children had the capacity to learn in this way, and those who could not frequently were left behind or worse, punished.  Investigations led them to explore work of Piaget and when compiling their report, aspects of work were incorporated into their recommendations resulting in a shift from a detectable form of teaching to one which put the children at the centre of attention.
This essay has shown how theories and theorists are still used in schools today and how they are linked to school and governments policies too.  By using these theorists’ methods in our planning, teaching and in our schooling, we know that theories can help pupils to achieve the best they can through the process of learning and gives the pupil the ability to resolve problems through knowledge and responsibilities they have achieved.
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