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Over the course of my placement I have been involved in a range of activities relating to Welsh Language literacy development.

During the first week of my placement the children were preparing for a St David’s Day assembly, which featured a number of songs in Welsh. Whilst I was not responsible for teaching these to the children as they had been practicing for several weeks, I was involved in continuing to support them during rehearsals and on the day of the concert. This gave me an opportunity to regularly practice using Welsh with the children and encouraging more reluctant learners to get involved as well.

Throughout my placement I have made sure to join in with the daily routines where Welsh is used. For example, when the register is taken in the morning and afternoon, children are expected to reply in Welsh, using ‘bore da’ or ‘prynhawn da’ as appropriate. Where children have confused these expressions, I have made sure to correct them as the class teacher does. Similarly, when completing the dinner choices for the day I have used Welsh here as well asking the children if they are ‘cinio neu brechdanau’. Again, the children are familiar with this routine and respond accordingly, with some also translating their choice into English at the same time.

The daily check in routine provides a further opportunity to use Welsh in an everyday context. I have been asking the children ‘Sut wyt ti heddiw?’ or Sut wyt ti teimlad?’. They will answer with ‘happy, sad, excited or tired’ and I then ask ‘Pam hapus/drist/gyffrous/wedi blino’. When the children then ask me ‘sut wyt ti’ I will reply ‘Dw i’n …. Achos…’ although I am yet to have the language skills to complete the sentence in Welsh.

In general conversation with the children throughout the day, I make an effort to use phrases or vocabulary they are familiar with, and in some cases as suggested by the class teacher. As an example of this would be when I have used number fans during an introduction to a numeracy session. The children are familiar with the pattern of being asked a question, given time to think of their answer and find the right number(s) before the teacher says ‘un, dau, tri, dangos i fi’. This particular pattern is one that I have copied at the suggestion of the teacher. I have also used vocabulary relating to numbers and colours, both in things I have said to the children and asking them if they can tell me the words e.g. What is that colour called in Welsh? On another occasion during an active counting session leading into the numeracy lesson I encouraged the children to count with me to 20 in Welsh. All of the children were confident counting to 10, and quickly picked up the pattern leading to 20.

The Welsh lesson I taught involved reading a story in Welsh with the children, which I then supplemented with questions and simple sentences relating to the characters in the story. Before settling in to read the story I used some props to engage the children’s interest and encourage use of Welsh in asking questions. I then modelled some sentence patterns before going on to read the story. As the children were familiar with the story, they quickly joined in with parts of it, and I made sure to listen to their pronunciation so as to correct anything that wasn’t quite right. My class mentor wrote the following in my journal after the session:
Welsh – Lovely session. Good Welsh vocabulary used and all children joined in with storytelling. Good questioning and use of props to support storytelling. Well done.


As can be seen in my evaluation and review of the lesson in the lesson plan document, I was pleased with how the session went, although I did not complete the full session. This was partly down to the available time, and also partly down to my lack of confidence in progressing further. Whilst I feel that my own personal bank of Welsh vocabulary is increasing well thanks to my use of the Duolingo app, I don’t feel that I have as yet had a great deal of opportunity to use the language on a day to day basis. As such my confidence in recalling and correctly using the language and structure of conversations is lacking, but this is something that I plan to address as I continue through my studies and placement opportunities. I also need to actively seek out opportunities to have conversations, however basic, with others. This could be done face to face or via social messaging apps.

Outside of the classroom I have been actively working to improve my Welsh language skills. I have been using the Duolingo app for over three months, gradually working through the lessons. Additionally, I attended the sessions provided by UWTSD to further support my language development. An example of a quiz I created during the last of these sessions can be found in my portfolio. At home I have tried to use incidental Welsh where possible with my children. Again, this has been limited but has also prompted them to try using Welsh more and asking what certain words mean or are translated as. From time to time I am also trying to watch programmes in Welsh on S4C without the subtitles on and seeing how much I am able to follow and understand. This again is something that I need to make more time for.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Over the coming months I will continue to make use of my Welsh language skills. I will make the effort to have basic conversations with others at home, in university and in the community. I will continue to work through the lessons on the Duolingo app, and when able to consider borrowing simple Welsh language story books from my local library to get more practice at reading and comprehension.  I will also seek out opportunities to listen to spoken Welsh on television and radio.



