Critically evaluate one example of how a child with autism is supported in an early years setting. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Childline (no date) highlight that autism is a condition which affects how a child learns and communicates and it can affect the way you live and interact with the world and those around them. Welsh Government (2008) emphasise that autism can affect people differently.
Children with Autism will have different requirements and needs. However, routine is a requirement that most children with Autism require. Within a school setting practitioners need to ensure that a routine is set in place for a child with autism. Texas state-wide leadership for Autism (2009) state that children with autism need a routine in order to have a predictable environment, feel safe and in control. Similarly, National autistic society (2017) explain that children with autism have a better understanding of the world around them if they have a routine to follow. Burton (2019) highlight that the routine in place for the child must be made clear to them and this will vary depending on the needs of the child, one example is creating a visual timetable for the child to be aware of their day to day routine. 

The child may have sensory sensitivity which would mean the practitioner will need to consider an adaption to the environment that the child will be learning in. This could include sensitivity to loud noises. However, Burton (2019) explains that the practitioner will learn what sensory sensitivities the child may have to be able to provide the child the correct support. A child with autism does not have to miss out on activities, rather they should be adapted so that it is diverse so all children can get involved. 

Communication is key when it comes to providing a routine for the child as stated by Burton (2019), it includes an understanding between the child and practitioner. Furthermore, Couteur (2003) states that multiagency work should be implemented to provide the best outcome for the child, this would include working closely with the parents, school and other agencies that would benefit the support provided to the child. 

National Autistic Society (2018) discuss that children with autism find change difficult to deal with therefore, a practitioner must be proactive when it comes to a change within a routine. They must communicate to the child a change will occur and do this over a period of time for the child to be able to transition into the change comfortably. This could be communicated through the visual support system, if the practitioner is aware in advance of a change, they could include it in for the child, but consideration needs to be put in place for change that is unexpected and not planned. The practitioner must be able to deal with an unexpected change within the routine of the child. 









With reference to children’s rights, explain, in depth, the importance of early intervention for a child with your chosen ALN. 

Early intervention is important for every child, The children’s league (2020) emphasise the importance of a child’s first few years in life, the start they have in life is important as this will have an impact on their future development and learning. Therefore, early intervention is important for children with additional learning needs for example autism.

 An additional learning need can be identified as early as 18 months of age as explained by Autism spectrum disorder foundation (2020). Similarly, National research council (2001) explain that early intervention can occur at or before nursery school age between 2-3 years old, the reason behind this is due to the brain still being foamed therefore treatment has a better effect in the long term than with an older person. However, Early intervention does not always happen. Some children do not get the right diagnosis early on, they go through most of their childhood before having the correct diagnosis. The children’s plan (2009) highlight that the aim is to identify an additional learning need as quickly as possible and once a diagnosis has been completed practitioners must consider the special educational needs code of practice. Cohen, Amerine- Dickens, & Smith, (2006); Helt, Kelley, Kinsbourne, Pandey, Boorstein, Herbert, et al., (2008); Sallows & Graupner, (2005) state that with early intervention most children will be included in regular educational classrooms. 

Autism Spectrum disorder foundation (2020) highlight that Autism may be a concern for a child if the disorder is already in the family. If the child is showing signs that concern a parent, then they should raise those concerns with their GP or early years practitioner or any other professional working with your child as expressed by The children’s plan (2009).

Article three of the UN Convention on the Rights of the child (UNCRC) (no date) explains that the best interest of the child must be considered when making decisions which involve the child. This would apply in relation to early intervention because if the right steps are followed to provide the right diagnoses for the child then they will receive the correct support required for them, when a child has a diagnoses they will be able to receive much more support than they would before a diagnoses. Autism spectrum disorder foundation (2020) state that research has shown that early intervention can improve a child’s overall development. Similarly, Zwaigebaum et la (2015) highlight that early intervention provides the child the best chance of developing to their full potential and best start to life. Furthermore, National research council (2001) advise that early intervention can have a major long-term positive effect on symptom and later skills in life.  Walsh (2009) express that early intervention is effective for improving IQ, language ability and social interaction. 
 


Early intervention can provide help for the family of the child, they will receive an understanding and knowledge of the diagnosis. They will have a professional to speak with if they have any concerns or queries. NSPCC (2019) states that having early intervention can allow for practitioners to work closely with parents, addressing needs the parent may have for the child can reduce risk factors, increase positive outcomes for the parents and allow for a positive open relationship with practitioners (Hayne et al, 2015). 

 An early intervention will provide an understanding of behaviours that the child may be experiencing, it would give an understanding to an outsider that may interact with the child/young person. 

Through early intervention a child may have a statement arranged for them if it is required. National Autistic Society 2018 highlight that a statement is known as a statement of special educational needs. The statement includes the needs of the child, the specialist help and provision required to meet those needs. A statement is built into six sections but not all children will require a statement. 

Lorina (2018) describe that Piaget’s theory of learning believes that children learn through stages, children learn differently to one another. They learn by using their senses. Children need to be able to see, touch, taste, smell, move and hear the things they are learning about. This approach is applicable to practitioners who teach children with autism, each child is different and the education needs to be tailored to their needs and the practitioner needs to develop an understanding of what the child can and cannot do as stated by Colen (2017). 

Early intervention is seen as important and vital to make a difference to the development of the child however, there can be barriers to completing early interventions. Manuel,E. et la (2015) express communication between families and professionals can be an issue in delivering early interventions, including failures such as fully explaining referral process. Furthermore, Manuel, E. et la (2015) state that parents beliefs can be difficult in completing early intervention, firstly a parent may think they know best for their child from a professional prospective. They may think the delays their child is experiencing will improve by themselves overtime, without the support of the parents early interventions cannot be put in place to identify the child’s needs and provide the correct support. It is important that practitioners educate parents that early intervention is for the best interest of the child.  


















Critically analyse ONE or TWO barriers the child with your chosen ALN may experience. Consider the impact the barrier/s may have on the child.

A child with autism may experience some barriers throughout life, the barriers they may experience could have an impact on the individual. During this section, two barriers and the impacts will be covered. 

Heflin and Alaimo (2007) identify communication as ‘the process of exchanging information in different forms to other people’ for example verbal communication, visual communication. A child with autism may struggle with communication this is because Ambitious about autism (2018) express that children with autism tend to have delays in their speech and they can lack understanding in areas such as following directions and understanding instructions. Additionally, Raising children network (2018) illustrate that a child with autism may not respond or be able to communicate like a child without autism, for example they may not respond to their name, may not be able to make eye contact, smile or wave goodbye without being told to. Similarly, Heflin and Alaimo (2007); Tagerflusberg et la (2005) explain that children with autism tend to focus on one object at a time rather than a person. 

Children tend to use eye contact and gestures to share experiences with others and this is called joint attention (shared attention) Raising children network (2018) state that children with autism may have difficulties using joint attention. This would impact the child’s ability to develop communication and language skills, as well as this Bolick 2008; Chiang (2008) express that children with autism are less likely to join into shared attention due to the lack of the ability to use eye contact and gestures. 

Having difficulties with building communication skills will have an impact on the child’s ability to communication with those around about and impact the ability to make friends. Debenham (2015) express that children with autism have difficulty interpreting their emotions and thoughts which sometimes can be seen differently to what the person is trying to express. Furthermore, Debenham (2015) explains these difficulties can arise due to constant changes constantly occurring which can lead to a child with autism finding this difficult to deal with and tends to lower their confidence. Therefore, they can tend to isolate themselves from those around them as they can deal better in situations alone. 

National autistic society (2018) describe that a child may experience some form of social isolation during their time at school, the reason behind this could be that those around the child may lack understanding of the needs of the child and the reasons behind the behaviour of the child. Therefore, the children in the class with the child may not approach the child due to the lack of the understanding. This have an impact on the child because they would not experience friendship groups and playing with their peers. National autistic society (2018) advise there is a high exclusion rate for children/young people with special educational needs for example autism. This is because peers do not understand the needs and behaviours a person with autism experiences. Practitioners must work to break down these barriers and have a duty under the equality Act 2010 to make reasonable adjustments for the child in question. 



Another barrier a child with autism may experience is behavioural barriers, raising children (2017) indicate that children with autism can become frustrated easily if they cannot communicate how they are feeling or what they want/need. National autistic society (2018) state a child may hurt themselves out of frustration and communicate they are frustrated, or to communicate that they want a certain object or activity. They may hurt those around them as they do not know how to behaviour appropriately around others.  

Help guide (2019) highlight that a children may experience an outburst if they are feeling overwhelmed by an environment or situation, this could be their way of communicating that it is too much for them to handle. Furthermore, Help guide (2019) and National autistic society (2018) express that children with autism may struggle with the concept of right and wrong behaviours, they may behaviour in an inappropriate manor in a social environment however not have the understanding that what they are doing is wrong. 

Another behaviour difficulty a child with autism may experience is the concept of time and what is expected from them on a daily basis. A child without an additional learning need will have an understanding of time and what is expected of them, they will know the concept of right and wrong behaviour but a child with autism will not have that understanding. However, it is for practitioners and parents of the child to work with the child to improve their understanding over time. 

To include, awareness of autism is raising as time passes, there are many ways in which a child with an additional learning need is supported within a school setting. However, there are barriers the child will experience through life and it is about learning ways to deal with those barriers and overcome them for the best outcome for the child in question. 
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