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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).


Under section 126 of the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014, an adult at risk is defined as someone who is experiencing, or is at risk of, neglect or abuse, has care and support needs, and due to those needs, is unable to protect themselves from harm. The legislation states that relevant partners have a duty to report to the local authority if they have reasonable grounds to suppose that an adult is at risk. Under Section 126(2), if the local authority also has reasonable grounds to suspect this, then they have a duty to undertake enquiries. Local authorities must undertake any enquiries deemed necessary and determine if any action, and if so, what actions, are needed (Welsh Government, 2014). Enquiries are undertaken when indicators of harm are suspected in any setting. Examples include physical, psychological, sexual, financial and emotional abuse, or/and neglect (Social Care Wales, 2026). Local authorities in Wales’ safeguarding procedures adhere to national legislation, but there are differing internal policies within local authorities, for instance, information sharing and recording, and whistleblowing protocols (Welsh Government, 2014).

The Wales Safeguarding Procedures guides practitioners on how apply the legislation, including when an adult is at risk (Welsh Government, 2019). Enquiries should be completed within 7 working days, or earlier if risk dictates (Welsh Government, 2019). Adults should be supported to participate in the enquiry process, and their own personal outcomes need to be considered. If determined at any given time that an adult needs protection, then a strategy meeting takes place. In some cases, adults need immediate protection. In the strategy group meeting, information is shared and a care and support protection plan is formulated. The aim is to protect the adult by removing or reducing any risk. It also considers how any care and support needs can be met and what assessments are needed, as well as considering how to support the adult to achieve their own personal outcomes. This plan is then reviewed regularly. A lead co-ordinator then co-ordinates the plan, and this includes undertaking visits in accordance with timescales, arranging and chairing strategy meetings and adult protection conferences to review progress (Welsh Government, 2019).  

During the enquiry process, it is important to consider whether the adult needs an assessment under the Mental Health Act 1983 and/or the Mental Capacity Act 2005. The Mental Capacity Act 2005 is a framework for assessing if individuals aged 16 and over have capacity to make specific decisions. This legislation also provides the groundwork on how decisions should be made on behalf of individuals who lack capacity and focuses on five key principles (Welsh Government, 2014). Another important safeguarding legislation is the Human Rights Act 1998. This legislation outlines rights pertinent to safeguarding such as freedom from degrading treatment and protecting life, as well as ensuring that individual autonomy is considered in the safeguarding process, by promoting respect for private family life and a fair process. It is also important that safeguarding processes have due regard for frameworks such as such as the United Nations Principles for Older Persons (1991) which stresses the importance of participation, dignity, care, independence and self-fulfilment is also fundamental, including during safeguarding processes (United Nations, 1991).
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

Safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work share some of the same responsibilities under differing legal frameworks. These include the duty to report an adult or child at risk, and the local authority’s duty to make enquiries and protect of an adult or child, who is at risk, and has care and support needs (Welsh Government, 2019). However, the underpinning legal considerations vary. In children’s work, the welfare of the child and their rights is fundamental. Wales Safeguarding Procedures also emphasises the importance of considering best interest of the child, child centred practice, promoting participation, and ascertaining the child’s wishes and feelings (Children Act 1989; Welsh Government, 2019). In contrast, in adults’ safeguarding, it is important to consider the best interest of the adult, person centred practice, and the rights of the adult. Co-production with the adult is also fundamental (Welsh Government, 2019). Macias (2024) states that legislation in relation in children’s work is more ‘prescriptive’ due to a child’s age and vulnerability, whilst legislation in relation to adults places an importance on autonomy, consent and capacity.

Although a child’s wishes and feelings is considered, decisions must override if the child needs to be safeguarded. Decisions are made on children’s behalf as they are assumed to lack capacity and be vulnerable due to their age and development (NCVO, 2021). Safeguarding decisions can also be made regardless of whether a parent with parental responsibility agrees or not to protect the child (The Church of Scotland, 2026). Having said this, a child under sixteen could be determined to be mature enough to make some decisions which impact them under the Gillick competence and Fraser guidelines. Although, if it is a safeguarding issue, a child’s decision would be overridden despite the child’s maturity and understanding due to the need to safeguard (NSPCC Learning, 2022). In contrast, an adult’s right to self-determine is important. If an adult has capacity, then they have the right to make unwise decisions, even if this places them at risk. Intervention to protect an adult would be necessary if an adult lacked capacity, or if others, such as children would also be placed be at risk (Ann Craft Trust, 2026). When an adult lacks capacity, a decision can be made in their best interest under the Mental Capacity Act 2005. The types of abuse that adults and children experience can also be different. Children often experience abuse inflicted by their parents which is associated with their home environment and dependency whilst abuse in adults is commonly associated with harm or neglect in care settings, financial, domestic abuse or being exploited (NCO, 2021).
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