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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 
500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

No Secrets (Department for Health, 2013) and In Safe Hands (National Assembly for Wales, 2003) were the first policies relating to safeguarding adults in the United Kingdom, providing guidance around “exposing the abuse of vulnerable adults”. The guidance was voluntary and high-profile cases that featured the abuse of adults demonstrated that legislation was needed, with the Francis Enquiry (Francis, 2013) recommending care commissioners to “focus […] on what is reasonably necessary to safeguard and to ensure that […] fundamental safety and quality standards are maintained”. The Care Act 2014 and the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWBA) consolidated elements of previous legislation to provide a new legal framework around the provision of care and support and were the first pieces of legislation that provided legal frameworks for safeguarding in the United Kingdom.

Section 126 of the SSWBA (2014) defines adults at risk as adults who are experiencing or are at risk of abuse or neglect, have needs for care and support, and as a result of those needs are unable to protect themselves against the abuse or the risk of it. Abuse can be physical, sexual, psychological, emotional, or financial, whilst domestic abuse, modern slavery, and criminal exploitation could place adults at risk of abuse or neglect (Social Care Wales, 2025i).

The SSWBA (2014) places responsibility on local authorities to make enquiries if there is reasonable cause to suspect that a person within its area is an adult at risk in section 126. Multi-agency working is one of the principles of the SSWBA (2014), with section 162 placing responsibility on local authorities to promote co-operation between partner agencies whilst exercising their functions in relation to individuals with care and support needs. Working together to safeguard people (Welsh Government, 2022) is a code of safeguarding practice which notes its expectations in relation to safeguarding, whilst the Wales Safeguarding Procedures (Social Care Wales, 2025j) helps practitioners apply legislation to practice. Safeguarding arrangements are reviewed by the National Independent Safeguarding Board, which was implemented in section 132 of the SSWBA (2014). It reports on the adequacy and effectiveness of arrangements to safeguard individuals in Wales. National legislation in the United Kingdom relating to safeguarding is supported by the Human Rights Act 1998, which provides adults with rights inclusive of the right to life, respect for private and family life, and prohibition of discrimination. 

Section 1 of the Mental Capacity Act 2005 states that people must be assumed to have capacity unless it is established that they lack it and that any decisions made on behalf of people should be made in their best interest and in a manner that is the least restrictive of their rights. Deprivation of Liberty Safeguards is an amendment made to the act in 2019 which protects people who lack capacity to consent to their care from harm (Mental Capacity (Amendment) Act 2019. It is crucial that indicators of harm are considered whilst safeguarding adults, especially in consideration of the fact that adults can make choices. Examples of indicators that should be considered are unexplained injuries, signs of malnutrition, and unexplained lack of money, which could be overlooked. Approaches to safeguarding should be person-centred and the adult at risk should have choice and control throughout the intervention in line with the principles of the SSWBA (2014).

(549 words)





	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work.
400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

Section 130 of the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWBA) defines a ‘child at risk’ as a child who is experiencing or is at risk of abuse, neglect, or other kinds of harm. Per section 47 of the Children Act 1989, Local Authorities have a duty to make safeguarding enquiries if they have reasonable cause to suspect that a child is suffering, or is likely to suffer, significant harm, with harm defined as the “ill-treatment of the impairment of health or development” or witnessing it. The threshold for intervention is therefore clear in children’s services, with Collins (2010) stating that it is more easily determined in comparison to adult services given the “vulnerability of the child, their capacity to consent, and the duty of care owed to them”.

Similarly, section 126 of the SSWBA (2014) states that Local Authorities must make enquiries to decide whether any actions should be taken if adults at risk of abuse or neglect are identified, however thresholds for safeguarding adults are unclear. Section 1 of the Mental Capacity Act (2005) states that people must be assumed to have capacity unless it is established that they do not have capacity, and that they should not be treated as unable to make a decision merely because they make an unwise decision. Although the abuse or neglect may be constituted as a crime, the main difference highlighted between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work is that adults can make choices and therefore decide not to pursue persecution. This is a right that is protected by Article 8 of the Human Rights Act (1998), which states that “everyone has the right to respect for his private and family life, his home and his correspondence”, and that there shall be no interference by a public authority in regard to this unless it is necessary for the protection and the rights and freedoms of others. Legislation to protect children has been in place since 1889 in the United Kingdom and Ireland with the Prevention of Cruelty to, and Protection of, Children Act, 1889 allowing the state to intervene in cases where children had been experienced unnecessary suffering. In contrast, safeguarding functions in regard to adults have largely been carried out by local authorities (Mandelstam, 2013). A child could be assessed to be Gillick competent and therefore able to make decisions about their care, however any child protection concerns will be shared with relevant agencies in line with Wales Safeguarding Procedures which places a duty on agencies to report as the child’s safety is paramount (Social Care Wales, 2025k).

(429 words)
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